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Longstone Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 1 May 2023 from 7:30 to 9 pm in Slateford/Longstone Church (Session Room). 



DL welcomes every one and outlined his experience in being assaulted in Hailes Quarry Park and subsequent report to police.
1
Attendance and apologies
Elected members:

Des Loughney (Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary), Alan Gordon (Treasurer and Engagement Officer) and Margaret Campbell.
Co-opted members
John Allan (Vice Chair), William Sturgeon, Euan Robertson and Ray Donnelly.
Nominated representatives:

none

Ex Officio

Cllr McKenzie (part).
In attendance
none

Public visitors
none

SC announced apologies from Cllrs Dixon, Key and Walker. 


1.1 
Membership
SC confirmed that CEC had recognised the recent co-option of two new members.
2
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13 March 2023 were approved and adopted.

3
Matters arising from the last minutes but not covered elsewhere in the agenda: 


SC referred to the question of the telephone kiosk in Longstone (raised at the last meeting). BT customer services had explained that the box would remain is use as it’s the last kiosk in the area where not all mobile signals are available. The handset is active.
4
Police report?  No response from Police.

5
Planning and development

5.1
Student flats in Slateford on the former Westside Motors site: 
No activity.
5.2
Conversion of Slateford House and Chalmers Memorial Hall: 
The developer has now left the site but has promised to cover the memorial plaque and send a photograph. The flats are available for rent. 

5.3
Smart’s proposal to redevelop the former Booker site: 
SC reported that the Planning Portal shows that 23 new drawings were submitted on 20 April. It was not clear what has changed but he will attempt to find out. Awaiting assessment.
5.4
Students flats in Inglis Green Gait


Awaiting assessment. 

5.5
Longstone Inn redevelopment

LCC’s report submitted to planning on 5 April. No response yet. A question was raised re flooding.
6
Reports from any LCC member attending meetings obo LCC

None, although JA reported a new canal society had been formed.
7
Environment 
7.1
Redhall Grove traffic control scheme (survey)
No update. RMcK will ask for another update. 

7.2
Graffiti: 


SC explained his effort to remove or cover graffiti seen in Hawmuirside or Redhall Park. He had received one of CEC’s (free) graffiti kits and passed it to WS, who has yet to use it fully. The removal of graffiti on a wall opposite Imperial Palace Chinese restaurant remains a mystery. SC reported success in getting CEC to remove offensive graffiti.
7.3
Cycle lanes and floating parking (Lanark Rd and Inglis Green Rd), including the question of a controlled crossing by Kingsknowe Park (street).


AG commented. SC explained the history and the work that had already been done. MC was concerned about safety for locals trying to cross Lanark Rd, especially children when Currie Star are playing. 
7.4
Lighting on a path across Hailes Quarry Park to Murrayburn Road


See 7.5
7.5
Flooding to the path across Hailes Quarry Park to Murrayburn Road
The Parks Officer was reluctant to attend to the matter of raising the footpath while the question of lighting is pending. Guidance on lighting in parks has been issued. RMcK requested a copy of the emails involved.
7.6
Burnside closure and bridge repair


Awaiting the appointment of a contractor to repair the bridge.
7.7
Properties with no known owner


On 27/4, SC met the CEC officer dealing with land with no known owner and gave him a tour of the 3 sites in our area. Awaiting developments.
8
Councillors’ reports


RMcK put a motion to CEC re unequal right of appeal. Local communities have no right of appeal on a planning decision while applicants do. Discussion followed. DL asked about unclaimed benefits, inc pension credits.
9
Treasurer’s report


AG reported disbursements since last meeting: 24/3, 60p credit from Ionos; 6/4, £3.6 to Ionos; 12/4, £45 to Church for room hire; 17/4, £78 to Spanglefish for website maintenance; balance to date £242.58. Full annual accounts will be available to the AGM. £50 to be available for a book token (School prize). 
10
AOCB

10.1
The long stone
No update. 

10.2
SC reported the lock to the notice board jammed and that CEC had not confirmed ownership. He explained that the board had been supplied and erected by the erstwhile District Council. After discussion RMcK requested a copy of their email and promised to investigate.

10.3
RD asked about repairs to pothole in Hawmuirside. Referred to Parks.

10.4
MC raised the matter of cars parked on pavement in Redhall Gardens preventing pedestrian and wheelchair access. RMcK to investigate.
11
Date and venue of next meeting, inc. AGM: 19 June 2023 in Slateford/Longstone Church.
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