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Longstone Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13 February 2023 from 7:30 to 9 pm in Slateford/Longstone Church (Session Room). 



DL welcomed everyone and hoped they had enjoyed the winter break (two months since our last meeting) He reported seeing the aurora borealis in the Borders, where he also encountered extensive flooding. He was part of a deputation to CEC on the matter of budget cuts.
1
Attendance and apologies
Elected members:

Des Loughney (Chair), Steuart Campbell (Secretary), Alan Gordon (Treasurer and Engagement Officer) and Margaret Campbell.
Co-opted members
John Allan (Vice Chair), Will Sturgeon
Nominated representatives:

none

Ex Officio

Cllrs Ross Mackenzie and Dan Heap.
In attendance
none

Public visitors
2

SC announced apologies from Cllrs Dixon and Walker.

1.1
Membership





DL called for any volunteers to be co-opted, but there was no response. JA suggested leafleting every household in our area regarding the community council. MC reminded everyone about the former newsletter which required volunteers for distribution. Could we join with another community council.  DL suggested asking PALS for new members. General discussion followed.
2
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 12 December 2022 were approved and adopted.

3
Matters arising from the last minutes but not covered elsewhere in the agenda:
none
4
Police report?  No response from Police.
5
Planning and development

5.1
Student flats in Slateford on the former Westside Motors site: 
SC reported no action on this. 

5.2
Conversion of Slateford House and Chalmers Memorial Hall: 
Work on conversion still proceeding. SC inspected one flat in the Hall, where the memorial plaque is located. It will be protected by a clear cover; he awaits word that this has been done. He explained that no flat has been sold and that none will be as they will all be for rent only. He reminded members that he had circulated a picture of the ground behind the building where, instead of extra flats, it is now only grass and paving. 
5.3
Smart’s proposal to redevelop the former Booker site: 
Awaiting assessment. RMcK explained that during reassessment of the scheme, it had been decided that the ‘Affordable housing’, required as 25 per cent of the development, instead will be for social housing at a lower rent. SC commented on our desire to complete the active travel route through the development by adding a bridge over the river. He mentioned this because of an item in the previous weeks EN re the Slateford aqueduct where it had been noted how the towpath was cobbled and too narrow for wheelchairs. The report noted that there had been a suggestion to add a parallel walking and cycling deck attached to the aqueduct or a completely new structure to suit everyone. It was reported that Transport Committee (sic) was expected to agree to carry out a public consultation on the Active Travel Action Plan which sets out a wide range of measures to encourage walking etc. SC wondered if the bridge we call for would solve the aqueduct access problem. There followed a general discussion on the problem of getting a bridge incorporated into the development when the developer ignores the matter and the planners say that they have no power to require one. Perhaps CEC would pay for a bridge. DH asked on what grounds the planners had said they could not insist on a bridge as part of the development. RMcK explained. JA wanted to press the developer to incorporated a bridge but he was reminded of previous efforts to do just that. DH wanted all CEC councillors and other to be involved but it was explained that we had tried that without result. 
5.4
Students flats in Inglis Green Gait


The application is still awaiting assessment by planners.
5.4a At this point DL introduced the matter of the closure of Sainsbury’s café. Discussion followed, after which resulted in SC being required to contact Sainbury’s on the matter.
6
Reports from any LCC member attending meetings obo LCC
 
none
7
Environment 
7.1
Redhall Grove traffic control scheme (survey):  
SC explained that, despite reminders, he had not heard from spacesforpeople (Lorna Henderson) since last March. He is to forward her email to all the ward Cllrs. 
7.2
Graffiti: 


SC reported he had done nothing since the last meeting. WS reported on what he planned to do and that he would hand SC a can of the material he uses to deal with small areas of graffiti.
7.3
Cycle lanes and floating parking (Lanark Rd and Inglis Green Rd), including the question of a controlled crossing by Kingsknowe Park (street).


No real change except some new DY lines on side street corners.


7.4
Lighting on a path across Hailes Quarry Park to Murrayburn Road


RMcK explained that there would be an announcement in March regarding lighting to all park paths. DL mentioned flooding on the path across to Murrayburn Road—hazardous when icy. 
7.5
Burnside closure and Longstone Inn
CEC will repair the bridge in the next financial year, despite not knowing the owner. SC reported another bridge which seems to have no known owner: the bridge carrying Redhall Bank Rd over the Water of Leith Walkway. Part of it was recently damaged but has been repaired by Parks Dept.
7.6
The Tunnel Path (ownership)


SC noted that this path now joins The Burnside and the Redhall Bank Rd bridge, making three locations where ownership is unknown. This is known to CEC. The Kings and Lords Treasurer’s Remembrancer (the equivalent of The Treasury’s Bona Vacantia dept), have stated that they are aiming to launch their own Ownerless Property Transfer Scheme this year. They will consider any ownerless property reported to them by CEC. The upshot should be the transfer of ownership of all these properties to CEC.
8
Councillors’ reports


RMcK commented on finance redistribution by CEC to help various departments. DH also commented on the CEC budget and Gorgie City Farm, on which matter there was general discussion.
9
Treasurer’s report

AG reported the following outgoings since the last meeting: 12 Dec, £45 to church for room hires, same again on 13 Feb; 12 Dec, £17.99 to WS for paint remover; 5-8 Jan, £9.6 to Ionos for domain; total remaining £731.86.
9.1
Distribution of surplus funds
AG explained why we have less to distribute now because of rising costs and room hire, not needed with Zoom meetings. He projected that by the time we receive the CEC grant we will be down to £414. SC reported that the School’s head teacher had told him that their relief fund could do with funds but she didn’t name a figure. DL suggested we give £300 to the School fund. This was agreed.
10
AOCB

10.1
The long stone
SC explained that he had retained this item on the agenda because the City Archaeologist, John Lawson, had taken an interest because it is of either historical or archaeological interest and he wants to record it. However he hasn’t the fund to do that himself and so has asked the Edinburgh Archaeological Field Society to help out and record it. We will hear from him on the outcome of that.
11
Date and venue of next meeting: 13 March 2023 in Slateford/Longstone Church.
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