Longstone Community Council

Minutes of the 37th Annual General Meeting

held at 7:30 pm in Longstone Primary School on Monday 13 June 2016
Approved at the AGM on 12 June 2017

ATTENDANCE

Elected members:

Steuart Campbell (Secretary/Treasurer), Jean Marr, Ros Lennie, Ann Watt, Robert
Gardiner.

Co-opted members:

John Allan (Chair), Lily Campbell (part).

Ex Officio:

none

In attendance:

none

Members of the public: 3

1 Attendance and apologies

Apologies were noted from Rev Mike Frew, Grace Hughes and Clirs Wilson and
Dixon. Also from MEP Catherine Stihler and Lothian MSP Gordon Lindhurst.

2 The minutes of the AGM held on Monday 8 June 2015 were approved.

3 Chair’s report

JA noted the sad loss of Jim Scott in February and the retirement of the school
janitor (Malcolm Eadie), to whom we presented a small gift. JA also noted regret that
Grace Hughes’s illness had kept her away from meetings but that we had also
presented her with a gift in recognition of her long service as Secretary. He
congratulated SC for his work as Secretary and especially on the proposed nursery
at the school and also RL for her work as Minute Secretary. LC was commended for
her work on behalf of LCC. JA also thanked the police for their attendance and
reports, the school for the use of their premises and also Slateford/Longstone
Church for the use of theirs occasionally. He emphasised that churches, schools and
businesses all make and contribute to our community to make it what it is.

4 Secretary’s report

SC reviewed the major activities during the year, as follows:

‘Planning applications:

‘In August last year we heard that 102 Kingsknowe Rd North was not going to
become a day nursery as expected, but the registered office of Helica Instruments
Ltd. They did not identify themselves until | contacted Companies House. Since then
only a modest sign shows in the window, but only when the shutter is up.
Companies House seems satisfied with that.

‘In August we also heard about Castle Rock Edinvar Housing Association’s
application to build 157 houses and flats on land adjacent to the Prison (not in our



area although with some effect on it). This was later approved subject to various
legal agreements, but work has not yet started.

‘At that time, we also heard about the progress of Cruden Homes’
application to build 54 flats on the site at 69-97 Inglis Green Rd, which involved the
stopping up of Millbrae Wynd. That development is now well under construction.

‘In September we heard about the plan to build 250 student flats in Slateford
on sites presently occupied by Westside Motors and the Blue Goose public house.
On LCC’s behalf, | attended an exhibition of the proposals at the Water of Leith
Visitor Centre on 13 October. In November, the architect and the agent attended
our meeting to explain the scheme and were questioned on it. Because we could not
agree on this proposal, we submitted no comments on it, although Jim Scott did
later attend a packed meeting of Craiglockhart CC about it. At the time we noted
some other development proposals, one in Slateford, but all in Craiglockhart cc’s
area.

‘In March this year we heard about the City’s proposal to build a nursery
school in the playground of this school. Consequently, in April we submitted a
comment which consisted both of an objection and a suggestion of an alternative
sighting and criticism of the design. Recently we have been told that our alternative
siting has been accepted, albeit with a different orientation. We’re waiting for a new
planning application.

‘Last month we heard that the proposal to build a small block of flats in
Inglis Green Gait has been refused.

‘It’s not exactly a planning matter, but in February NHS Lothian asked for our
views of the application by Wellbeing Pharmacies to open a pharmacy in an unused
part of the Scotmid’s store in Longstone. We supported the application and sent
representatives to the hearing on the matter on 8 March. The application was later
rejected but Wellbeing appealed and is awaiting the result.

‘Environment:

‘During the year, we’ve discussed the problem gulley in Redhall Rd (now
fixed | think), spreading weeds behind MOD housing and on the roundabout by the
bus garage. I've had a hard time dealing with graffiti on various surfaces, few
owned by CEC. All outstanding graffiti is now shown on a page of our website. We
sought help on this matter from our MSP, but it led to no breakthrough. We should
also mention the fiasco of the information board for Hailes Quarry Park, for which
we obtained a grant but couldn’t get anyone to erect. So the grant was returned.
Another fiasco has been the trees planted beside the war memorial in Redhall Park.
Because many were not looked after properly, some died and had to be cut down,
leaving stumps as a hazard to grass cutters. We have complained about the bad
management this reveals and the waste of money. In September we reported water
leaking from the Canal onto Inglis Green Road and were told by Scottish Canals that
it is coming from the Canal and that they would make repairs (not yet done). Later



we also reported water leaking on the roadway from the railway viaduct. There were
the usual calls for something to be done about dog fouling, fly tipping and rubbish
collection. We have done what we could to deal with these complaints.
‘Remembrance Ceremony:

‘As usual we helped to arrange the remembrance ceremony at the War
Memorial, last year on 7 November. It was well attended by, inter alia, members of
the Royal Artillery Association, who arranged for a piper to attend.

No 20 bus:

‘In February there was word that the subsidised No. 20 bus service was under
threat of withdrawal and members were asked to present their views on their use of
buses to CEC. Later we learned that the service had been reprieved.

‘Secretary’s email.

‘l should note the major change to my communications that has come about
by the purchase of a new domain for LCC (www.longstonecc.org.uk), which has
allowed me to use a separate secretary’s email address associated with that
domain, which is now also the url of our website. | thank the Council for permitting
and paying for that change; it has made my life a lot easier.

‘Boundary changes.

‘In August | drew attention to the proposed ward boundary changes which
will separate us from Pentland Hills Ward and put some of us into
Fountainbridge/Craiglockhart ward. We made objection to a boundary that
wandered across Kingsknowe Rd North following no logical route.’

5 The accounts for 2015/16 were adopted.

6 SC reported that Frank Hughes was willing be appointed has our independent
examiner (auditor) for the next year. Consequently he was appointed. SC suggested
that he be given an honorarium for his duties and this was approved (at £20),
starting this year (i.e. not back-dated). SC to action.

7 It was noted that the appointment of officers is deferred until after the
elections in September; existing officers continue until then.

8 The next AGM would be on 12 June 2017. JA closed the AGM.
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