Dear Sir / Madam
Re: Regulation 18 Draft Local Plan Review (2024-2045) – Representation by Stanton-under-Bardon Parish Council
On behalf of Stanton-under-Bardon Parish Council (“the Parish Council”), thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the Regulation 18 draft Local Plan published by Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council (“the Borough Council”).  
The Parish Council supports the ambition of ensuring that growth and development in the Borough is managed in a sustainable way, is well-planned, and reflects local character and community needs. We also note that our joint neighbourhood plan with our neighbouring parishes – the Bagworth, Thornton & Stanton‑under‑Bardon Neighbourhood Plan – is at an advanced stage (Regulation 16 submission). Stanton-under-Bardon Parish Council It is therefore vital that the Local Plan and our neighbourhood plan are aligned, and that the Local Plan supports rather than conflicts with neighbourhood-level policies.
With that in mind, we make the following comments and requests:

1. Conformity with our Neighbourhood Plan
· The neighbourhood plan clearly sets out our local vision, objectives and policies for Stanton-under-Bardon and the wider area (Bagworth & Thornton) (see sections of the plan). Stanton-under-Bardon Parish Council
· We ask the Borough Council to ensure that in its Local Plan the strategic policies and site allocations do not undermine or conflict with the neighbourhood plan’s policies. The Local Plan itself acknowledges that neighbourhood plans “form part of the statutory development plan” and that emerging neighbourhood plans must be taken into account.  
· In particular, where the neighbourhood plan identifies local character, design, landscape, heritage and community infrastructure priorities, the Local Plan should recognise and protect those.
· We request that any strategic housing site or employment site allocations proposed close to or overlapping the parish area should be checked against our neighbourhood plan’s site-selection framework, environmental inventory, heritage impact assessment and community consultation outcomes. (These documents are set out in the neighbourhood plan appendices.)  
2. Settlement Strategy and Site Selection
· The Regulation 18 draft Local Plan sets out a settlement hierarchy and proposed strategic/site allocations for housing and employment.  
· The Parish Council wishes to emphasise that Stanton-under-Bardon is a rural parish and sensitive to growth pressures, particularly where development might adversely affect the village character, landscape setting, existing infrastructure, highways, and heritage assets.
· We therefore request that the Local Plan clearly identifies the parish’s position in the settlement hierarchy and that any proposed allocations in or adjoining Stanton-under-Bardon are subject to rigorous assessment of impacts including cumulative effects with neighbouring growth.
· Any new allocations should respect the neighbourhood plan’s criteria (site selection framework, environmental inventory) and should ensure that infrastructure (transport, services, open space) can properly accommodate the growth.
3. Infrastructure and Community Mitigation
· The Local Plan acknowledges (in its evidence base) that many of the strategic allocations and growth proposals are dependent on infrastructure (highways, transport modelling, services, flood risk, biodiversity).  
· For the parish, any growth must be matched by appropriate community infrastructure (primary education, local healthcare, open space, highways access, flood mitigation, heritage protection).
· We request that the Local Plan includes explicit policy or supportive text requiring new allocations to make provision for necessary infrastructure in the parish context, and that the Parish Council is engaged early on in identifying the infrastructure needs arising from any site allocations near its boundary.
4. Design, Landscape and Heritage
· The neighbourhood plan includes a heritage impact assessment, environmental inventory and identifies key views, landscape features and character.  
· The Local Plan should reflect a robust design and place-making policy, including the setting of villages, protection of heritage assets, landscape character, dark skies, biodiversity net gain and green infrastructure, especially in rural parishes such as ours.
· We therefore ask that the Local Plan includes clear reference to design codes, contextual development, height/scale sensitivities in rural villages, and that any site allocations adjoining our parish are subject to a landscape/heritage impact assessment.
5. Managing Growth in the Right Places
· The Parish Council supports growth that meets local needs (affordable homes, local jobs, community facilities) but is concerned about unplanned, disproportionate or poorly located growth.
· We ask that the Local Plan avoids placing major allocations in locations that would be harmful to the character or amenity of Stanton-under-Bardon, or that would rely on unsustainable transport or insufficient infrastructure.
· We also ask that any proposed growth is phased, monitored and includes strong policy safeguards for delivery and mitigation.



6. Monitoring, Review and Alignment
· Given that the neighbourhood plan is being prepared by the local community and reflects detailed local evidence, it is important that the Local Plan commits to ongoing liaison with neighbourhood plan groups, shares monitoring data, and ensures flexibility where local circumstances change.
· We request that the Local Plan make clearer the mechanism by which the Parish Council (and other parishes) will be engaged in the monitoring, delivery and review of site allocations, infrastructure triggers and policy implementation.

In summary, Stanton-under-Bardon Parish Council welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the Regulation 18 draft Local Plan. We are keen that the Local Plan supports – rather than undermines – the emerging neighbourhood plan and that growth is managed in a way that protects our rural character, heritage, environment and community infrastructure. We trust the Borough Council will take full account of the neighbourhood context and engage with the Parish Council as site allocations and policies are refined.
Please feel free to contact the Parish Council if any further discussion or clarification would be helpful. We look forward to seeing how this consultation informs the next stage of plan preparation.


Yours faithfully,
Stanton under Bardon Parish Council

Prepared by Councillor Claire Harris 06/11/25

