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KINGSTON ON SOAR PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in Kingston on Soar Village Hall at 7.00pm on Monday 11th November 2024
Present: 

Cllr Johnson (Chair) 








Cllr D Fairbanks (Vice Chair) 








Cllr G Aldridge










Cllr S Dale












Cllr G Devine










R Hague (Clerk)










0 Members of the Public 
1
WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Hutchison and Cllr Brown (RBC). Cllr Biddles, Cllr Walker (RBC) and Cllr Barney (NCC) not present.
2
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


None.
3
OPEN SESSION

No public present.
4

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 2024
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 16th September 2024 were accepted by the Council as a true account of the meeting and were signed by Cllr Johnson. 
5

BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATES
None.
6
CO-OPTION TO FILL COUNCILLOR VACANCY


Following an expression of interest it was agreed that Gary Devine would be co-opted onto the Parish Council, proposed by Cllr Johnson, seconded by Cllr Fairbanks, all in favour. The declaration of acceptance of office and register of member interests forms were completed. The Clerk will arrange new councillor training and set up an email account for Cllr Devine.
7
HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 


Cllr Johnson and the Clerk had had a highways meeting with the Rushcliffe District Manager and Cllr Barney. 
Key areas looked at: the footpaths on Station Road towards Sutton Bonington and on Gotham Road to the New Kingston crossroads, the broken Station Road sign, the damaged university fencing, overhanging trees, the road condition on West Leake Lane, various overgrown hedges and potholes. Cllr Johnson will speak with the managing agent regarding the damaged wall in the village, as this is not a safety hazard a repair cannot be enforced.
8
VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK

It had been agreed to leave the hedge cutting until early Spring, to be revisited in January. There are three small potholes in the carpark, whilst these are not an immediate risk the Parish Council agreed to look at filling these, Cllr Devine offered some gravel to fill the gaps. Cllr Johnson to follow up.
9

VILLAGE HALL AND COMMUNITY EVENTS 


The Village Hall Committee AGM had been held in September. The beer festival had made a modest profit. Numbers have been lower at recent Live & Local events so it had been decided not to continue with these, instead the committee will try band nights. Structurally there is still work needed to the ladies toilets. The Parish Council hasn’t been invoiced for hall hire year, Cllr Aldridge will follow up. 
10 

ADOPTION OF SEXUAL AND GENERAL HARRASSMENT POLICY
The draft Sexual and General Harassment Policy had been circulated prior to the meeting and was adopted by the Council.

11 

FINANCE

(a) Bank Reconciliation
The bank reconciliation up to 1st November had been circulated prior to the meeting and was accepted by the Council.
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(b)
Payments
The list of payments below had been circulated prior to the meeting and were accepted by the Council.
	Date
	Reason
	Payee
	Amount

	20.09.2024
	September Newsletter
	R Hague (Original Copy Centre)
	£25.85

	30.09.2024
	Clerk's Gross Salary - 09
	R Hague + HMRC
	£231.12

	01.10.2024
	New Councillor Training
	Notts ALC
	£35.00

	07.10.2024
	HSBC Banking Charges October 7 
	HSBC
	£5.00

	22.10.2024
	ICO Membership
	ICO
	£35.00

	31.10.2024
	Clerk's Gross Salary - 10
	R Hague + HMRC
	£310.50

	07.11.2024
	HSBC Banking Charges November 7 
	HSBC
	£5.00

	11.11.2024
	Clerk's Travel Expenses (Agendas/Minutes/Poppies/Meetings)
	R Hague
	£27.00

	11.11.2024
	Cable Ties for Lamp Post Poppies
	R Hague (Amazon)
	£3.99

	11.11.2024
	Website Renewal
	Plexus Media Ltd - Spanglefish)
	£138.00

	11.11.2024
	SLCC Membership (1/5 share)
	SLCC
	£37.60


(c) NALC Pay Scales for 2024 and Clerk’s Salary Review

NALC pay scales for 2024 were noted, it was agreed to increase the Clerk’s salary to band 15 from next April.

12

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT MATTERS

(a) New Applications
No new applications to discuss.

(b) Ongoing Applications and RBC Decisions
24/01393/CLUPRD - Former Hardstaffs Site, Gotham Road, Kingston On Soar - Application for Certificate of Proposed Lawful Development in respect of a 25m x 25m building. 
(c) Other Development Matters
24/01054/FUL - Land West Of Kegworth Road, Kegworth Road, Ratcliffe On Soar - Proposed Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) – PC Objection, pending RBC decision.
Five Parish Group: There has been a couple of meetings since the last PC meeting, one including a meeting with James Naish MP. There are 26 active planning applications within the five parishes. It was agreed that a collective response to the Greater Nottingham Strategic Plan would be submitted. The waste to energy supplier who was set to take over the power station site has pulled out. Kingston Church Farm solar farm has been delayed until 2028. The new government appears to still be supportive of the freeport.
13

ENVIRONMENT


(a) Trees on The Green and Tree Safety Inspections
The Clerk had approached Via to quote for carrying out tree inspections, they are currently unable to take on more work. The Clerk had approached the church and Sutton Bonington Parish Council for recommended contractors. The Clerk had also spoken with the insurance company who said there is no requirements for inspections to be carried out by qualified arborists, therefore it was agreed that Cllr Johnson who had undertaken LANTRA training would complete the inspections twice a year. If there were any areas of concern a qualified arborist would be instructed to assess. The Clerk and Cllr Johnson will liaise over the paperwork.
(d) The Pump Refurbishment/Village Green Plans
There had been 43 responses to the survey. The overwhelming priorities for residents were: measures to prevent parking on the Green (which is also illegal under the Road Traffic Act), keeping the grass cut short and more maintenance and improved seating. A response received highlighted that the church are creating a wild flower area which will help with biodiversity in the village. The Parish Council note that the car park at the side of the village hall is a village car park and can be used by all, not just users of the hall. Cllr Dale had carried out repairs to the planter by the railway bridge but suggested it was replaced in due course. Cllr Fairbanks and the Clerk to liaise over submitting funding bids to Nottinghamshire County Council’s Local Communities Fund and East Midlands Airport Fund for the pump building repair, a new bench, planters and a replacement tree.
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Cllr Brown has offered £1000 funding towards the project. The Clerk will obtain a quote for grass cutting on the village green and triangle for next year.
14

CORRESPONDENCE


No matters not already covered elsewhere on the agenda.
15

NEWSLETTER 
Cllr Fairbanks to draft the newsletter, including an update on the village green and keeping hedges cut back to boundaries.
16

COUNCILLOR REPORTS AND NEXT AGENDA ITEMS 

Next agenda to include: Budget/Precept, Village Car Park – Hedge Cutting
17

DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND MEETING DATES FOR 2025
Monday 13th January 2025 in Kingston on Soar Village Hall

Meeting closed at 9.00pm.
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