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KINGSTON ON SOAR PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in Kingston on Soar Village Hall at 7.00pm on Monday 13th January 2025
Present: 

Cllr Johnson (Chair) 








Cllr D Fairbanks (Vice Chair) 








Cllr G Aldridge










Cllr S Dale












Cllr G Devine










Cllr Hutchison 

R Hague (Clerk)









Cllr Barney (NCC)

1 Member of the Public 
1
WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Brown (RBC) and Cllr Walker (RBC). Cllr Biddles not present.
2
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


None.
3
OPEN SESSION

No matters raised.
4

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 11TH NOVEMBER 2024
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11th November 2024 were accepted by the Council as a true account of the meeting and were signed by Cllr Johnson. 
5

BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATES
Cllr Barney provided an update on County Council matters. He noted the recent horrific weather and thanked James Naish MP and the flood wardens across the local villages for their support. Zouch, Gotham and East Leake had been particularly badly affected by internal flooding. Whilst Kingston on Soar had been flooded, neither Cllr Barney nor the Parish Council were aware of an properties which had experienced internal flooding. The Council discussed a property bordering the brook which had suffered flooding to the surrounding land, the land sits within the flood zone and whilst work to clear the brook was undertaken last year it is unlikely anything further can be done, Cllr Barney has forwarded details to the flood team to look into. A resident has potentially offered to become a flood warden for the other end of the village. Although the current flood wardens were provided with training they weren’t provided with signage, the Clerk will liaise with Cllr Barney and the new Lead Flood Officer. 
Other matters: Network Rail will be demolishing 8 bridges between Normanton on Soar and Sutton Bonington, this is going to lead to 4 years of traffic inconvenience and road closures, the only route into Sutton Bonington will be off the A6006. Work to rebuild the stone wall along the railway line will be taking place between now and Easter. Two jumbo jets have started flying from East Midlands Airport, the airport is fining due to noise breaches and the flights are not allowed to take off after 11pm. East Midlands Airport has installed new specialised scanners so all belongings can be left in bags. A white paper on the reorganisation of local government has been published, if it goes ahead district and county councils will cease to exist and will be replaced by a unitary authority, how this will look is yet to be agreed, but it should bring cost efficiencies and will likely be in place from 2028. Cllr Barney left the meeting.
6
HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 


The Council discussed the need to repaint/replace the height gauges under the railway bridge, the Clerk will pick this up with NCC.
7
DEFIBRILLATOR FOR KINGSTON FIELDS / NEW KINGSTON


A resident attended the meeting to put forward the proposal for a defibrillator for Kingston Fields. Further research is needed to look at suitable locations, the relevant costs and consents for electricity supply and the use of highways land and the potential reach of the device. A residents survey will be created to establish if there is support for this. The matter will be considered at a future meeting.
8

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT MATTERS

(a) New Applications
No new applications to discuss.
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(b) Ongoing Applications and RBC Decisions
24/01393/CLUPRD - Former Hardstaffs Site, Gotham Road, Kingston On Soar - Application for Certificate of Proposed Lawful Development in respect of a 25m x 25m building – certificate of lawfulness issued.
(c) Other Development Matters
None to discuss.

9
VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK

(a) Hedge Cutting
The Council agreed to get the hedge cut before the start of the bird nesting season, the Clerk will arrange this with the chosen contractor.

10

VILLAGE HALL AND COMMUNITY EVENTS 


Cllr Aldridge provided an update. A WhatsApp group has been set up for the committee members. The committee are looking at getting a new heater for the kitchen. There are no events planned at present.
11 

ENVIRONMENT


(a) Adoption of Tree Management Policy



The Clerk had circulated a draft policy prior to the meeting, this was adopted by the Council.



(b) Trees on The Green and Tree Safety Inspections

Cllr Johnson was given templates for the inspections and will bring the reports to the next meeting. If any urgent work is identified Cllr Johnson and the Clerk will liaise between the meetings on getting a specialist in.

(c) The Pump Refurbishment/Village Green Plans
Cllr Fairbanks will ask the potential contractor for a revised quote. There are limited funding options available as the feedback from the majority of residents was that they didn’t like the biodiversity elements for which funding is available. The Council will apply for £2000 from the Airport’s Community Grant. 

(d) Review of Quotes for Village Green Grass Cutting

The Council had received two quotes for the grass cutting and maintenance, a third company were meeting with Cllr Johnson this week. The quotes were considered and the contractor agreed subject to proof of public liability insurance being provided and the third quote not being more competitive. 

12

FINANCE

(a) Bank Reconciliation
The bank reconciliation up to 3rd January had been circulated prior to the meeting and was accepted by the Council.

(b)
Payments
The list of payments below had been circulated prior to the meeting and were accepted by the Council.
	Date
	Reason
	Payee
	Amount

	15.11.2024
	Hall Hire Invoice
	Kingston on Soar Village Hall
	£147.50

	19.11.2024
	November Newsletter
	R Hague (Original Copy Centre)
	£25.85

	29.11.2024
	Clerk's Gross Salary - 11
	R Hague + HMRC
	£242.46

	03.12.2024
	New Councillor Training
	Notts ALC
	£35.00

	07.12.2024
	HSBC Banking Charges December 7 
	HSBC
	£5.00

	29.11.2024
	Clerk's Gross Salary - 12
	R Hague + HMRC
	£242.46

	07.01.2025
	HSBC Banking Charges January 7 
	HSBC
	£5.00

	13.01.2025
	Clerk's Travel Expenses (Agendas/Minutes/Poppies)
	R Hague
	£13.50


(c) Budget and Precept

A draft budget had been circulated prior to the meeting, this was discussed and it was agreed to request a precept of £8300, this represents an increase of 43.1% primarily to cover the costs of grass cutting and maintenance.
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13

CORRESPONDENCE


No matters not already covered elsewhere on the agenda.
14

NEWSLETTER 
Cllr Fairbanks to draft the newsletter, including Sutton Bonington bridge/road closures, East Midlands Airport, local government reorganisation, flooding, and a poll on a proposed defibrillator for Kingston Fields/New Kingston.
15

COUNCILLOR REPORTS AND NEXT AGENDA ITEMS 

The Council reviewed individual councillor areas of responsibility, it was agreed that Cllr Devine would pick up Traffic and Highways.

Next agenda to include: Defibrillator for Kingston Fields/New Kingston, Flooding
16

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Monday 17th March 2025 in Kingston on Soar Village Hall

Meeting closed at 9.00pm.
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