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KINGSTON ON SOAR PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in Kingston on Soar Village Hall at 7.00pm on Monday 17th March 2025
Present: 

Cllr Johnson (Chair) 








Cllr D Fairbanks (Vice Chair) 








Cllr G Aldridge










Cllr J Biddles














Cllr G Devine










R Hague (Clerk)

Cllr Brown (RBC) 









Cllr Walker (RBC)



0 Members of the Public 
1
WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Hutchison and Cllr Barney (NCC). Cllr Dale not present.
2
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


None.
3
OPEN SESSION

No public present.
4

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 13TH JANUARY 2025
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th January 2025 were accepted by the Council as a true account of the meeting and were signed by Cllr Johnson. 
5

BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATES
Representing Rushcliffe Borough Council, Cllr Brown had attended Sam Perkin’s funeral today. Sam had recently presented the Pride of Rushcliffe Awards and was a renowned athlete before being diagnosed with MND, following diagnosis Sam had spent the last few years campaigning and fundraising for research into MND. 

Cllr Brown and Cllr Walker updated the meeting on the proposals for the local government reorganisation. Recommendations are going to full Council on Thursday, the Borough Council are calling for a referendum to allow residents to have their say on the options. Initial proposals need to be submitted to national government by Friday 21st March, the government will respond during the summer and a final proposal and full case will need to be submitted by November.

The government’s changes to planning policy including to green belt policy through the creation of ‘grey belt’ will have a detrimental affect on the area. This has already been seen through the application for a battery storage site near the village which has now had planning granted. There is currently a re-consultation of the Greater Nottinghamshire Strategic Plan, the Five Parish Group will submit a response to this. Cllr Brown and Cllr Walker left the meeting. 

6
HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 


(a) Speeding on West Leake Lane

A resident had approached Cllr Devine about the speed of traffic on West Leake Lane. Suggestions put forward by the resident and the Council included extending the 30mph to/or beyond the crossroads and to the Gatehouse at the other end of the road, replacing the markers in the verge on the bend and enhanced signage  and another interactive speed sign as you approach the crossroads, the Clerk will write to Via/NCC regarding these. Cllr Johnson will contact Nottinghamshire Police about having speed checks on the road and/or the possibility of a Community Speedwatch group.

Cllr Aldridge noted the poor road condition between the crossroads and the A453, Cllr Johnson had already pointed this out to Via/NCC at a meeting last year.

7
DEFIBRILLATOR FOR KINGSTON FIELDS / NEW KINGSTON – REVIEW OF FEEDBACK AND QUOTE

There had been just 6 responses to the recent village survey, 5 in favour of an additional device and 1 against. The Clerk had obtained a quote from Community Heartbeat Trust for a device which didn’t require an electricity source, the cost of which would be £2695+VAT. The Council discussed how many houses had enough occupants that in the event of an emergency there would be enough people to fetch the device (casualty, someone performing CPR and third person to fetch device). Given the lack of responses the Council will ask again in the newsletter for residents to give their views and it was agreed to leave the proposal open to review at 
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a later date. The Council agreed that the Clerk should register the current device with The Circuit, this is in addition to the Webnos system which is used for compliance reporting and ordering consumables.


8

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT MATTERS

(a) New Applications
No new applications to discuss.

(b) Ongoing Applications and RBC Decisions
None to discuss.           
(c) Other Development Matters
None to discuss.

9
VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK

(a) Hedge Cutting
The car park perimeter hedge has now been cut.
10

VILLAGE HALL AND COMMUNITY EVENTS 


(a) VE Day 80 Event


There were no plans to hold a VE Day 80 event in the village, Cllr Aldridge will ask the committee about putting out the bunting to commemorate the occasion. Cllr Fairbanks will direct residents through the newsletter to other nearby events taking place. Cllr Aldridge had no other updates from the committee.

11 

ENVIRONMENT


(a) Trees on The Green and Tree Safety Inspections

Cllr Johnson had carried out the tree inspections. Whilst no immediate hazards were observed, as there is some decay in the trunk of the tree behind the bus stop it was agreed to have a specialist inspect the tree next year.
(b) The Pump Refurbishment/Village Green Plans - Update
Cllr Johnson expressed thanks for the £1000 donation towards the project from Cllr Brown. Cllr Fairbanks has another potential contractor lined up to provide a quote. Parking on the Green was discussed, Cllr Johnson will look into signage and Cllr Fairbanks will include in the newsletter that parking on the Green is not permitted.
The flooding gauges under the bridge are yet to have been replaced/repainted, the Clerk will follow this up with NCC. 
12

FINANCE

(a) Bank Reconciliation
The bank reconciliation up to 7th March had been circulated prior to the meeting and was accepted by the Council.

(b)
Payments
The list of payments below had been circulated prior to the meeting and were accepted by the Council.
	Date
	Reason
	Payee
	Amount

	21.01.2025
	January Newsletter
	R Hague (Original Copy Centre)
	£30.25

	31.01.2025
	Clerk's Gross Salary - 01
	R Hague + HMRC
	£242.46

	31.01.2025
	Annual Membership
	Notts ALC
	£120.28

	07.02.2025
	HSBC Banking Charges February 7 
	HSBC
	£5.00

	28.02.2025
	Clerk's Gross Salary - 02
	R Hague + HMRC
	£242.46

	28.02.2025
	Hedge Cutting
	P James
	£250.00

	07.03.2025
	HSBC Banking Charges March 7 
	HSBC
	£5.00

	07.03.2025
	Printing Ink/Paper for Meeting Packs and Audit
	R Hague (Amazon)
	£30.98

	17.03.2025
	Clerk's Travel Expenses (Agendas/Minutes)
	R Hague
	£13.50


Additional payments due before the end of the financial year but not listed above as invoices are yet to be received: P James for grass cutting, R Hague for newsletter printing, R Hague for March salary and Girling and Co. for payroll processing fees.
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(c) Appointment of Internal Auditor – Letter of Engagement
The Council agreed to the appointment of David Dixon as Internal Auditor, a letter of engagement would be sent by the Clerk.
Cllr Devine suggested the Council opens a savings account for the general reserves. He will put together proposals for consideration at the next meeting.

13

ADOPTION OF HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY

The Clerk had circulated a draft health and safety policy prior to the meeting, this was adopted by the Council and signed by Cllr Johnson.
14

CORRESPONDENCE
(a)
Request for funding for parish magazine – The Council discussed this and agreed not to provide any funding as the Parish Council produce and publish their own newsletter and felt funds would be better spent towards village specific projects like the Pump refurbishment. 
(b)
Request from resident to move the parish noticeboard on West Leake Lane – The Parish Council has no objections in principle but suggest the residents put together a full proposal in consultation with Nottinghamshire County Council whose land the noticeboard is on for consideration by the Parish Council at a subsequent meeting, the residents would be expected to pay any costs associated with moving the noticeboard.


(c)
Town and Parish Forum – 4th April – Cllr Aldridge and Cllr Hutchison to attend.

(d)
Complaints regarding recent power outages – There had been 6 or 7 unplanned outages and issues with a temporary generator. Residents are urged to complain directly to National Grid as some residents have received compensation.
(e)
Email from resident regarding the bird nesting season – Details regarding hedge cutting to be included in the newsletter.
15

NEWSLETTER 
Cllr Fairbanks to draft the newsletter, including about local postcode lottery winners, the local government reorganisation, a link to reporting potholes, parking on the Green, the proposal for an additional defibrillator, VE Day, power outages and hedge cutting during the bird nesting season.
 16

COUNCILLOR REPORTS AND NEXT AGENDA ITEMS 

Next agenda to include: Annual Governance and Accountability Return, Saving Account, Policy Reviews
Due to noise from the class in the Hall it was agreed to start the Annual Parish Meeting at the later time of 7.30pm.

17

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Monday 12th May 2025 in Kingston on Soar Village Hall at 7.30pm (Annual Parish Meeting followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council)
Meeting closed at 9.15pm.
[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



1
3

