              Cyngor Cymuned Manafon Community Council

Minutes of the meeting of Manafon Community Council held on 
Wednesday 7 January 2026 at 7.30pm in New Mills Village Hall

Present: Cllrs Morgan (Chair), Davies, Benyon, Gethin, Hall, Lewis, and the Clerk, Ian Fraser.

1.	Apologies
	Cllr Wayne Evans and County Councillor John Yeomans.

2.	Declarations of Interest
	None.

3.	Public Participation Session
	There was no public attendance at the meeting
.
4.	Minutes of the October Meeting
The minutes of the November meeting were accepted as a true record (proposed by Cllr Hall, seconded by Cllr Benyon).

5.	Matters arising from the Minutes
It was reported that the mobile mast site is forecast to be handed over to operators in January 2026. They will have until January 2027 to activate it, although this is often undertaken sooner.

The Code of Conduct Training video will be made available by Powys Council during January

The Internal Auditor has confirmed that she is prepared to continue in the role.

It was agreed to contact the supplier to request a change over to fiber-optic broadband at New Mills Village Hall.

6.	Correspondence

Severn Valley Water Management Scheme consultation – The Council agreed to be kept informed of ongoing developments. Members noted that drop-in consultation will take place at Bettws Village Hall on the afternoon/evening of 13th January and consultation documents can be viewed at Newtown and Welshpool libraries and leisure centres. 

Cross Border Health Issues – A letter from Llandrindod Wells Town Council highlighting concerns over cross-border health services and requesting collaboration with other community councils was considered. Council agreed to offer an expression of solidarity bearing in mind downgrading of stroke services at Bronglais and chronic lack of mental health services. However, cross-border arrangements with Shropshire seemed reasonably good and further information about the likely impact of the Newtown Hub was awaited.   

One Voice Wales Training Programme – In light of recent changes of membership and roles, Councillors were asked for expressions of interest in the circulated training programme, the cost of which may have budgetary implications for the Council.  

7.	Finance 
a) The latest bank statement and the budget monitoring sheet were presented and a balance of £8,344.22 was reported, Council was happy to verify the accounts.
	 b) The following invoices were approved for payment:
	Clerk, wages and expenses £228.90, Cheque – 100484
	Hire of New Mills Village Hall £150.00, Cheque - 100485
c) It was agreed that a precept reflecting that for 2024/25 be requested for the coming year, taking account of the cost of providing speed monitoring equipment and infrastructure and associated costs of maintenance and insurance, most of which will be met by reserves, and which will, as a result, be further depleted.

8.	Highways
a) The clerk was awaiting updated costs of speed monitoring equipment. In the meantime, consultation with Tregynon CC indicates that £6k for signage, batteries, fittings and posts (exclusive of VAT) would not be unreasonable (see also discussion on finance)
b) A significant number of potholes and drainage issues have been reported to Powys County Council, reflecting the worrying condition of the B4390. It was agreed to ask the new Highways Inspector and Senior Manager to meet with members with a view to resurfacing the most significantly affected stretches of road.

9.	Planning – there were no planning issues.

10.	Review systems of internal control
The Clerk was asked to review systems and reports back to a future meeting and in any event before the preparation of Audit returns. 

11.	Fiber-optic broadband to Manafon and New Mills Communities
Cllr Benyon to provide the Clerk with contact details for Open Reach and advise on which post codes covered by the area 
	
12.	County Councillor Update
County Cllr Yeomans had seen numerous complaints about lack of gritting salt and that residents had to specifically request supplies online (or collect them from depots).

13.	Items to be included on the next agenda – none reported

14.	Date of the next meeting
Wednesday, 4th February at 7.30pm in New Mills Village Hall. 

There being no other business, the meeting was closed at 8.55pm
