              Cyngor Cymuned Manafon Community Council

Minutes of the meeting of Manafon Community Council held on 
Wednesday 4 February 2026 at 7.30pm in New Mills Village Hall

Present: Cllrs Morgan (Chair), Davies, Benyon, Evans, Gethin, Hall, County Councillor John Yeomans and the Clerk, Ian Fraser.

1.	Apologies
	Cllr Anne Lewis.

2.	Declarations of Interest
	None.

3.	Public Participation Session
	There was no public attendance at the meeting.
.
4.	Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2026 were agreed as a true record.

5.	Matters arising from the Minutes
Vodaphone Three intended to join the Manafon mobile mast and go live in April 2026, subject to weather.

The Code of Conduct Training video has not yet been received.

A change over to fiber-optic broadband at New Mills Village Hall was expected to be undertaken within the next 30 days.

Open Reach has confirmed that most properties within the SY21 8BS postcode (Llanfair exchange) are set to benefit from the Project Gigabit broadband rollout, although Open Reach does not decide which individual addresses are included. Work in the area is underway and expected to be completed around the end of May, subject to standard engineering and planning procedures. Properties linked to the Tregynon exchange are not included in the new contract and residents should check with
Open Reach to see if they are included in future build plans.

6.	Correspondence

Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal – It was resolved to consider this as well as any other funding requests at the AGM in May.

7.	Finance 
a) The latest bank statement and the budget monitoring sheet were presented and a balance of £9,156.82 was reported and was expected to reduce to around £8,000 by the end of the financial year. Council was happy to verify the accounts.
	 b) The following invoice was approved for payment:
	Clerk, wages and expenses £227.50, Cheque – 100486

8.	Highways
a) Reporting of potholes and defective drainage. The meeting considered a response from Powys County Council to the Council’s letter expressing concern about the condition of stretches of the B4390. It was felt that the response did not reflect the seriousness of disrepair due to defective road surfaces and drainage issues. It was resolved to reiterate the request to meet with the relevant officials from Highways.
b) It was agreed to endorse a letter on behalf of chairs of the four community councils comprising Rhiwcynon ward about various Highways and recycling issues common to these communities and to request a meeting with the Powys Link Officer to explore working more closely with the County Council to help resolve these issues.

9.	Planning – there were no planning issues.

10.	Review systems of internal control
Council considered a list of current policies and procedures constituting internal controls and good governance of the Community Council which were deemed to be robust. Members were advised to revisit the One Voice Wales Training Programme and inform the clerk of any training needs in order that the Training Plan might be updated for 2026/27.  It was noted that the Action Plan will need to be updated at the AGM in May. 

11.	Speed Monitoring Update
A quote from Westcotec, who supplied the Tregynon speed sign and equipment, was considered. In the interests of financial probity, the clerk was directed to secure two further quotations. It was also decided to explore the options of third-party funding via the Wind Farm Trust and reverting to 30 mph speed limits subject to advice from Powys County Council and wider discussion with residents.
	
12.	County Councillor Update
County Cllr Yeomans had spoken with the new Highways Inspector concerning the condition of roads. It appears that his team are working significantly below capacity, mainly due to absenteeism, and that there appeared to be little coordinated activity beyond inspection, other than on trunk roads. This would be worth considering when meeting with Council officers either at community council or ward level, and would be raised by the Councillor with Powys colleagues as a matter of concern.

13.	Items to be included on the next agenda – none reported

14.	Date of the next meeting
Wednesday, 4th March at 7.30pm in New Mills Village Hall. 

There being no other business, the meeting was closed at 8.45pm

