              Cyngor Cymuned Manafon Community Council

Minutes of the meeting of Manafon Community Council held on 
Wednesday 1 October 2025 at 7.30pm in New Mills Village Hall

Present: Cllrs Morgan (Chair), Davies, Benyon, Evans, Gethin, Lewis, Hall, County Cllr Yeomans, two members of the public and the Clerk, Ian Fraser.
1.	Apologies
	There were no apologies received.

2.	Declarations of Interest
	None

3.	Public Participation Session
	Two members of the public were in attendance and raised the following matters:
· Broadband issues. When is the new antennae to be connected?
· Concern over vehicles speeding through the village, posing a threat to residents’ safety. It was felt that chicanes would be more useful in slowing traffic than illuminating signs or speed bumps

Action:
· Cllr Benyon to contact the MP’s office for an update on when the Manafon Mast will be connected (the infrastructure and funding were in place).
· The Clerk to raise the concerns about speeding with Chris Lloyd at Powys Highways with a view to this being considered along with outstanding matters relating to New Mills
.
4.	Minutes of the July Meeting
	The minutes of the September meeting were accepted as a 
true record, subject to amending Cllr Evans’ address from Pump House to Lower Glyn.

5.	Matters arising from the Minutes
Cllr Benyon has checked the defibrillator battery and found it to be in working order. County Councillor Yeomans confirmed that Powys Council were unaware of the accident on New Mills Bridge on 15th August and had undertaken to liaise with the Police concerning this matter.

6.	Correspondence
A constituent had written to enquire if there was a date for wi-fi connection to be completed. As this matter related to the enquiry raised under item 3 of the agenda Cllr Benyon would report back to the Clerk following enquiries with the MP’s office and the response will be relayed to the correspondent.

7.	Clerk to the Council – draft contract of employment
	This was agreed and was signed by the Chair and the Clerk.


8.	Finance 
a) The latest bank statement and the budget monitoring sheet were presented and a balance of £8,996.06 was reported, following receipt of the latest precept payment. Council was happy to verify the accounts.
	 b) The following invoice was approved for payment:
	Clerk, wages and expenses £247.74, Cheque – 100481
c) The Direct Debit advance notice for broadband at New Mills Community Hall in the monthly sum of £35.00 was presented. Cllr Hall would enquire as to whether it would be more cost effective to maintain the current arrangement or switch to a different type of account.

9.	Highways
a) The Clerk was directed to report the significant pothole on the B4390 leading to Manafon from the direction of Berriew, close to the lane leading to Ffinant Farm. 
b) The overgrown condition of the back road to Tan yr Allt would be reported.

10.	Planning
a) Application reference 25/1248/HH – Erection of oak framed extension, Tan yr Allt, Manafon. Council resolved not to object to the application subject to access considerations being addressed, and specifically the overgrown condition of the road to Tan yr Allt. 
b) PEDW reference CAS-03048-R0B9D0 – Windfarm development on Land at Esgair Cwmowen, Nr Carno. That the Council responds by stating that it hopes the Manafon Community will be included in the community benefits scheme as the proposed development will be visible from the community and may attract an increase in traffic, particularly service vehicles. 
	
11.	County Councillor Update
County Cllr Yeomans confirmed that he had applied for £1,500 of Levelling Up money towards the cost of a disabled access roundabout at Tregynon Play Area.  

12.	Items to be reported or included on the next agenda
i) Appointment of Vice-Chair
	ii) An update on the drain situation in Manafon if available
iii) Appointment of internal auditor.
iv) Notice of meeting to be displayed in the lychgate of Manafon church in addition to New Mills Village Hall
	
13.	Date of the next meeting
Wednesday, 5th November at 7.30pm in New Mills Village Hall. 

There being no other business, the meeting was closed at 8.45pm


