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REMPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Rempstone Parish Council held in Rempstone Village Hall at 8.00pm on Tuesday 13th May 2025.
Present: Cllr R Gower (Chair), Cllr W Pearson (Vice Chair), Cllr T Beeby, Cllr Y Gardner, Cllr M Hunter, Cllr E Nixon and Cllr J Santoro
Also in attendance:  Rebecca Hague (Clerk to the Parish Council), Cllr J Cottee (NCC) and 1 member of the public.
1. Election of Chair
Cllr Gower was nominated to remain as Chair, all in favour. The declaration of acceptance of office as Chair was completed and countersigned by the Clerk.

2. Election of Vice Chair
Cllr Pearson was nominated to remain as Vice Chair, all in favour.
3. Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Cllr A Edyvean (RBC).
4. Declaration of Interests
None.
5. Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18th March 2025
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18th March 2025 were accepted by the Council as a true and accurate representation of the meeting and signed by Cllr Gower.
6. Open Session

No matters raised.

7. Borough and County Council Matters

Cllr Cottee provided an update on County Council matters. Keyworth leisure centre is currently undergoing renovation work. Cllr Cottee summarised the County Council election results, there are now just 17 Conservative county councillors versus 39 Reform councillors who have taken control of the Council. The first full Council meeting will take place next week. At this stage Cllr Cottee does not know if he will have a cabinet role, but he will be happy just representing the community if not, as he will also be taking on the role of Rushcliffe Mayor from next week.

8. Highways and Traffic 

Cllr Pearson noted no work had taken place on the loose noisy manhole cover at the crossroads, Cllr Pearson also noted that he had reported that lumps of tarmac are coming away from the drain cover outside his house. Cllr Pearson will send the Clerk to reporting reference number so this can be followed up. 
A road closure on Wysall Lane in June was discussed, this will likely cause significant disruptions for residents on Wysall Lane. The Clerk has shared details with the mailing list and the councillors living on Wysall Lane will spread the word to their neighbours.

9. CCTV Upgrade – Progress Report
The new CCTV cameras are due to be installed on 20th/21st May and new signage is being installed the following week. An email from a resident was discussed, the Clerk will reply on behalf of the Council as the points have already been addressed.
10. Parish Council Email Accounts
Parish Councils must have an email account on a Parish Council owned domain in order to satisfy audit requirements for next year. The Parish Council discussed the merits of individual councillors also having dedicated email accounts, but decided not to pursue this at this stage. While it is not compulsory to have a .gov.uk email account the Council agreed to set up a free email account linked to the website domain name, it was suggested to opt for clerk@rempstonevillage.org.uk. This will run alongside to the Gmail account to ensure a smooth transition and so that emails are not missed. 
11. Planning
No new applications to discuss.

12. The General Power of Competence

The Council confirmed that it is still eligible for The General Power of Competence.
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13. Finance
(a) End of Year Accounts and Bank Reconciliation

The end of year accounts and bank reconciliation had been circulated prior to the meeting and were accepted by the Council.
(b) Assets Register at 31st March 2025

The assets register up to 31st March 2025 had been circulated prior to the meeting and was accepted by the Council.
(c) Review of Insurance Cover

The policy renewal had been circulated by email and was accepted by the Council, the Clerk will arrange payment.
(d) Payments
The payments below were accepted by the Council.

	Date
	Type
	Reason
	Payee
	Amount

	04.04.2025
	DD
	Banking Charge - 4 April
	HSBC
	£5.00

	10.04.2025
	Transfer
	Payroll Processing 2024/25
	Girling & Co
	£144.00

	25.04.2025
	Transfer
	Clerk's Gross Salary
	R Hague
	£411.84

	29.04.2025
	Transfer
	Internal Audit Fee
	D Dixon
	£45.00

	04.05.2024
	DD
	Banking Charge - 4 May
	HSBC
	£5.00

	13.05.2025
	Transfer
	Churchyard Maintenance
	Rempstone PCC
	£300.00

	13.05.2025
	Transfer
	May Hall Hire
	Rempstone Village Hall
	£45.00

	13.05.2025
	Transfer
	Insurance
	Zurich
	£353.95


14. Annual Governance and Accountability Return

(a) Internal Auditor’s Report

The Clerk had circulated the Internal Auditor’s Report prior to the meeting, the observations were noted.
(b) Annual Governance and Accountability Return – Section 1

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return had been circulated prior to the meeting and the statements were accepted by the Council and signed by the Chair and Clerk.
(c) Annual Governance and Accountability Return – Section 2

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return had been circulated prior to the meeting and the accounting statements were accepted by the Council and signed by the Chair.
(d) Certificate of Exemption

Due to the Council’s level of income/expenditure being below £25,000 it was exempt from a compulsory external audit, the Chair and Clerk completed the Certificate of Exemption.

15. Policy Reviews
The following policies were reviewed by the Council and signed by the Chair, copies will be published on the website.
(a) Standing Orders – updates to section 14 and 18.
(b) Code of Conduct – no changes.
(c) Risk Management Scheme – no changes.
(d) Financial Regulations and Internal Controls – updates to section 5.

(e) Publication Scheme – no changes.
(f) GDPR Policies - Data Protection Policy – no changes, Records Retention Policy – no changes, FOI Policy – adopted by the Council.
(g) IT Policy – adopted by the Council.
(h) Health and Safety Policy – adopted in March 2025, next review May 2026.
(i) Equal Opportunities Policy – no changes.
(j) Sexual and General Harassment Policy – no changes.
(k) Complaints Policy – adopted by the Council.
(l) CCTV Policy – no changes.
(m) Defibrillator Management Policy – adopted by the Council.
(n) Biodiversity Policy – no changes.

(o) Scheme of Delegation to the Clerk – adopted by the Council.

16. Correspondence

(a) Local Nature Recovery Strategy Consultation – no comments.
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17. Councillor Reports and Next Agenda Items

Cllr Pearson gave a report on the allotments. The overgrown hedge on allotment 2 has now been cut. There was a special note regarding allotment 7 which has been transformed since the new tenant took over late last year. Cllr Pearson will speak to the tenant of plot 1B which hasn’t been worked on in over a year.
Cllr Santoro noted that if he or Cllr Beeby are made aware of any residents passing away in the village they will make sure the flag is raised appropriately.

Footpaths – the footpath towards the bottom of Wysall Lane is closed for a period of six months while repair work is carried out to the wooden bridge over the ditch, it was noted that the Parish Council was not officially notified of this. The short path which runs from the corner by the pub onto Loughborough Road is very overgrown with ivy, brambles and giant hogweed. The grass on the path up to Sutcliffe Hill is becoming very long and needs cutting. The Clerk will report these issues to the Rights of Way Officer.

Next agenda items to include: CCTV – update and review of insurance cover, Funding for churchyard maintenance
18. Date of Next Meeting 
Tuesday 15th July 2025 at 7.30pm
Meeting closed 9.00pm
