Mearns Community Council
23rd March 2026 
7pm

Location : Mearns Community Campus
Present :   Chair, Dave Stewart (DS), Alasdair Shiach (DS), Chris Rushbridge (CR), Gordon Reid (GR), Carol Medlock (CM), Janette Anderson (JA), John Lovell (JL) 
Ex officio :   none present
Apologies :  Andrew Macdonald

1.Declaration of interest
No declarations of interest

2. Approval of minutes of last meeting
Page 3 - Glenbervie & Drumlithie – JL asked for last paragraph, last line to be amended to ’Glenbervie Road through the village and past the hall’.
CM and CR approved the minutes.

3. Matters arising from previous minutes
No councillors were present to update on matters from previous minutes

4. Police report
Taken as read.

5. Correspondence from Aberdeenshire Council
Taken as read.




6. Settlements
Auchenblae
Lots of road repairs have taken place and are of a high standard. This has taken place via ‘Fix my Street’.
Edzell Woods
No progress from last meeting.
Drumlithie / Glenbervie
Potholes getting bigger.
Proposed bus shelter to be on the A90 for north bound lane only. No bus shelter to the south bound lane.
Laurencekirk
CM reported that the council have cut the grass (at the church). There is no dog warden and the dog fouling problem is ongoing. MCC members have been given a link to report this public nuisance. 
GR and CM attended a local development meeting with Aberdeenshire council. At this meeting they were asked about the community needs in Laurencekirk. GR and CM informed the council that several previous reports have been submitted over the years. At this meeting the council only wanted current issues.
CM commented on the rough road surface after turning off the A90, entering Laurencekirk at the south junction. The road resurfacing that has taken place at the junction finishes on the edge of the A90.
CM brought to attention the Burgh Buildings car park. Helen Reid has asked if they can get a polytunnel to grow plants that would then be used in the village hanging baskets.
GR brought to attention his difficulty in contacting police officer Dave Charnley. GR has spoken with another police officer who was in the village who is to contact Dave Charnley. GR would like to discuss traffic (in general) and also dog fouling.
GR brought to attention that there are no street lights after turning off Blackiemuir Avenue along past the entrance to the Healthcare Centre. This is a trip hazard in the dark.
Discussion about the Burgh Buildings – no local interest and no facilitation of community purchase.
Action - GR will continue to try to talk with local police officer.
Luthermuir
Obstructions at the entrance to the hall were discussed. An emergency vehicle had to attend and could not get safe access. Still waiting on council action.


Marykirk
CR has notified Cllr Carr about a Roads Act and the illegality of discharging water onto a highway. No action on this matter so far.
West Cairnbeg
AS – no grit bins.
New staff at Laurencekirk recycling centre are very helpful. This should be acknowledged and fed back.

7. Roads and Planning
A local group or club can get a 50% reduction in a planning application fee by contacting a member of the MCC.

8. Communications, Social media etc
The MCC should inform and explain on their web page the work that they are doing. 
There is an ongoing cost of £125 per month to maintain website.

9. Treasurer’s Report
AS shared that the current balance to date is £7356.50. This figure agrees with the online bank account and the paper copy.
There is a charge of 2 months of £640 for development and upkeep of the MCC social media sites and as stated above, an ongoing cost of £125 per month to maintain the MCC website.

10. AOB
John Medlock has sent an email to the Common Good Fund on behalf of Laurencekirk Development Trust. He has had no reply or acknowledgement.
DS and AS brought to attention the poor state of the stone wall and the car park surface at the viewing point at Cairn o Mount. A contractor would be required to repair the wall and the car park surface.
Action - DS will take the matter further and speak, in the first instance, with Carnegie Estates.   

JA disappointed that no councillors are present at today’s meeting.
No other business, the meeting was closed.
Date of next meeting Monday 27th April 2026 at 7pm.
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