FORTROSE AND ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 10th JANUARY 2001

PRESENT: D Brooks, Chairman; J Cornwell, Secretary; Mrs R Balfour; Mrs A Jack; G Law; M MacAndrew; A Mclnnes; G Phillips; .
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr M Downie; John MacGregor (District Census Manager); Mrs M. Sinclair (Feddon Hill Residents Association).
APOLOGIES: G Jack, Vice/Chair; Mrs C Jones, Treasurer; Mrs M Grimley; P McLoughlin; Mrs B Skinner.

The Chainnan welcomed those present and invited John MacGregor to speak.

NATIONAL CENSUS 2001: The date of the Census is Sunday, 29th Apri1200l and will require 3 team leaders and 42 enumerators to carry out in this District, which covers most of Ross-Shire from the Black Isle to Torridon and northwards from Beauly. The aim is to identify every person from infants to the elderly in all households or other residences. It is an information-gathering process to enable Government and other agencies to prepare plans for infrastructure, development and business expansion. A budget of some £35 million has been allotted. The enumerators, who will have identity cards and carry a yellow postbag, will call at every house to deliver the official census forms. The forms contain questions on age, education, health, housing, ethnicity etc but are treated in confidence and the respondents ' anonymity is guaranteed for 100 years. It is legal requirement to return the form, and enumerators will make second calls to residents who have not sent back the forms. The forms have been prepared for up to five person households (one page per person) so a large quantity of paper will be analysed. In 1981 and 1991 some categories were not fully recorded and steps have been taken to minimise problems such as students in lodgings being recorded at home as well or persons in sheltered housing not receiving the papers. The co- operation of wardens in this area or in residential homes is important.

The Chainnan thanked John MacGregor for his wide-ranging presentation.
Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th December 2000: 
Presentation by Raddery School: Delete "from Highland Council" at end of last sentence of first paragraph.
Matters Arising Para 1: In first sentence amend 'fairly adequate' to read "barely adequate"
With these amendments Mrs R Balfour proposed and M. MacAndrew seconded adoption of the Minutes, which were duly signed by the Chairman.
MATTERS ARISING:

1. MEMORIAL GARDEN: Outline views of the proposed garden of remembrance were tabled and Cllr Downie Informed members that an Environmental Improvement grant of £2000 had been approved. There was a chance of a contribution from the Landfill Tax revenue. The site is now owned by the local branch of the Royal British Legion Scotland. G. Law will be the liaison between the Community Council and the RBLS.
2. TRAFFIC MEASURES:
· A formal request to the Roads & Transport Department to retain speed humps in Deans Road and to install them in Castle Street should be made. All such humps should be extended across the full carriage-way width.

· Roads & Transport to be told that the baffles on the street lights at the Academy/High Street junction causes hazardous shadowing of the road and should be modified.

· Rubble from the High Street works has yet to be cleared from Station road. It was suggested that, for pedestrian safety, a pavement leading to the Surgery is much needed .

· Roads & Transport Manager is not satisfied with the surface finishing of pavements in the High Street. He will inspect when the weather improves and lay a thin screed if necessary . Members felt that this might not be effective.
3. COMMON GOOD: Following on from his presentation at the December Meeting, the Area manager has stated that he would be willing to give a comprehensive update on the Common Good properties, which could include a full statement of the accounts, including relevant background. Members instructed the Secretary to ask for the fully-audited accounts relating to each Common Good Property to be sent for study, after which the Community Council would decide whether to accept the Area Manager's offer.
4. TOWN HALL: The future of the Town Hall is in doubt; not being financially viable. Some ideas have come from the Planning Your Community Workshop and it was suggested that management of the Town Hall might be vested in a Hall Committee. It was agreed that members should sound out the present and possible users for their views.
CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Highland Council and Area Committee Agenda; and weekly Planning Lists tabled for information.

2. From Director of Education proposing the Development of Community Schools in Highland. Opinions requested on management arrangements and co-ordination of life-long learning activities. Secretary has talked to a former Chair of the Culloden Community School Management Committee, Mr R. Muir, and it was agreed that he should be asked to help with the consultation.
A. 0. C. B

1. GROAM HOUSE MUSEUM: The museum, of international importance in its field, is facing a financial deficit. The building now belongs to Highland Council and is liable for its own rates and water charges. Every effort should be made for its retention.
2. SNOW CLEARING: It was reported that snow clearing and salting of pavements in Rosemarkie during the recent hard weather had been inadequate. Several elderly residents had been unable to get out to shop due to the danger of slipping. Secretary to take up with Roads & Transport.
3. FINANCE: All cheques require two signatures (Chairman and Treasurer). There should be a third person nominated in case of absence. M. MacAndrew proposed and G. Law seconded the nomination of the Secretary as the third signatory. Approved.
PLANNING:
1. No OO/OO780/REMRC: Erect House & Garage (rear of 31 High Street) Tavern Lane. Approved subject to six conditions.

2. No's O0/OO916/CONRC ; OO/OO917/LBCRC: Demolish and replace garage; and erect porch at 4. St Andrews Walk ( Listed Building Consent). No adverse comments.

3. No's 01100007 I 0000810UTRC: Erect House at Plots I & 2 Wester Balmungie Farm. The plots are within the infill site designated as Policy 4.5.1 in the Local Plan.

4. No's 00/00707- 00709/ OUTRC: Application to be reconsidered under a Notice of Amendment by Area ~ Committee on Sth February 2001.

5. Concern was expressed that new building in Courthill Road has resulted in excess surface water affecting a neighbouring property. Also, that the design of the building had been altered without giving the affected neighbours proper notice.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 14th February 2001.

There being no other business, the Meeting closed at 10pm.
