FORTROSE AND ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 14th FEBRUARY 2001

PRESENT: G Jack, Vice/Chair; Mrs C Jones, Treasurer; J Cornwell, Secretary; Mrs R Balfour; G Law; M MacAndrew; A Mclnnes; P McLoughlin; G Phillips; Mrs B Skinner.
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr M Downie; Three members of Royal British Legion Scotland; Mrs F Mackenzie and S Lowe (Protective Services).
APOLOGIES: D Brooks, Chairman; Mrs M Grimley; Mrs A Jack; .

The Vice-Chairman opened the Meeting and welcomed those present.
Points from the Public and Presentation

1. WAR MEMORIAL: The delegates from the Royal British Legion Scotland presented a framed colour photograph of the refurbished War Memorial to the Community Council in appreciation of the part played by the Council in establishing the ownership of the Memorial and in its refurbishing. Mr John Mackay took the picture and G Lackie expressed the gratitude of the RBLS for the part played by the Council. G Jack replied appropriately on behalf of the Community Council. The picture will be displayed in the Committee Room.
2. PRESENTATION BY PROTECTIVE SERVICES: Sam Lowe explained that the present service contracts are too rigid. To achieve flexibility a single contract/budget system will be introduced as a pilot scheme in the Black Isle from I st April 200 I. All community works- Refuse Collection, Grounds Maintenance, Street Cleaning, Cemeteries and Toilets etc- are involved. The Area office will be the services provider. Community Councils will be expected to specify priority projects and establish new ones such as Recycling. Money for the latter would have to come from external funding bodies which Highland Council cannot access. In discussion the following points were made:

· Grass cutting of Common Good lands would be chargeable to the community.

· Dog fouling is being investigated, but although the bins and poop scoops are provided, the community is responsible for having the bins cleared

· Litter clearance in Cathedral Square at week-ends or street cleaning before events such as Armistice day can be organised under the pilot scheme.

· Freida Mackenzie is the Client Services Officer responsible for the Black Isle.

The Vice-Chairman thanked Mrs Mackenzie and Mr Lowe for their informative and helpful presentation.
Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th January 2001: M MacAndrew proposed and G Phillips adoption of the Minutes, which were duly signed by the Vice-Chairman.
MATTERS ARISING:

1. MEMORIAL GARDEN: An architect and a landscape planner are preparing designs for the RBLS.
2. TRAFFIC MEASURES: Members were concerned that there is little public awareness of traffic measures. Station Road has been partly tidied but the bottle-banks seem to have been sited without consultation.
Oncoming Traffic signs should be placed at

· Rosemarkie Bridge

· Courthill Road

· The Smithy at the junction of the A832 and B9160.
CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Highland Council and Area Committee Agenda with weekly Planning Lists tabled for information and discussion where relevant.

2. Copy letters from Indoor Bowling Club re possible closure of Town Hall and from Golf Club re installing an extra warning sign on the road before the 13th fairway.

3. Resiting ofPost Box in Rosemarkie to serve elderly/disabled residents in Crawford Avenue and adjacent houses. Secretary to discuss with the Royal Mail manager.

4. Highland Environmental Network annual conference at Culloden on 3rd March. Friends of the Earth Scotland Activists conference at Dundee on 21st April.

5. Keep Scotland Beautiful nationwide litter action from Ist to 3Oth April and Moray Firth Marine Litter campaign. P McLoughlin agreed to organise volunteers as last year. Secretary confirmed that he had a stock of bags gloves and bibs.

6. Annual public perfonnance report from Chief Executive of Highland Council.

7. Highland Council's briefing note on Trunk Road Management given to all members.

8. Newsletters received from:

· Association of Scottish Community Councils

· Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (Aurora)

· Moray Firth Partnership
A. 0. C. B

1. BLACK ISLE COMMUNITY COUNCILS ASSOCIATION (BICCA): The main Agenda item on 19th February will be a presentation by Forest Enterprise on its restructuring plans for the Black Isle Forest. The Structure Plan may also be discussed.
2. BLACK ISLE PARTNERSHIP: The Partnership has applied for £84,500 to support a three year strategy. £51,000 salary for a part time co-ordinator. No comment until result of the bid is known.
3. STRUCTURE PLAN: Highland Council has provided maps showing the consolidated results of the the three Community Planning Sessions. No priorities have been allotted and more time is needed to study the results. (Secretary's Note- At the BICCA meeting it was agreed to invite the Planning Team to speak on the results of the Black Isle workshops at the next meeting.)
4. WATER FLUORIDATION: Since the question of water quality and taste are currently concerning the community the Council agreed that it should oppose the addition of artificial fluoride to the water supply, and support any public petition.
5. FINANCE: The payment of the account for Operation Angel of £65 was approved. G Law proposed and G Phillips seconded.
P McLoughlin advised that the balance of cash raised by the Sponsored Walk would be put to providing a seat at the Rosemarkie childrens' playground.
6. SERVICE POINT MATTERS: The Dog Exercise Area and No Fouling signs at Rosemarkie are broken.
PLANNING:
1. No 0l/00015/COURC: Change of use of flat above Pharmacy to Base for Community Nurses. No adverse comments.

2. No 01/00074/COURC: Change ofuse from house to extend Police Station, Offices and New Ramp. No comment but members were told that this does not mean that Fortrose will become the Black Isle HQ.

3. No Ol/OOlOO/FULRC: Erection of Eight Houses - Phase 2 at Greenside Avenue, Rosemarkie. Members commented on the unsuitability of the design and the inappropriate visual impact.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, 14th March 2001

Meeting closed at 9:40 pm.
