FORTROSE AND ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 10th OCTOBER 2001

PRESENT: Mrs M Balfour; J Cornwell; J Crawford; Ms E Dalseme; G Jack; Mrs C Jones; M MacAndrew; P McLoughlin; G Phillips; Mrs B Skinner; A Urquhart.
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr M Downie; Mrs M Phimister (Service Point Officer).
APOLOGIES: R Nelson; W Noble.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:
The Meeting began with the election of officers for the session. The Service Point Officer called for nominations for Chairman. Mrs M Balfour and Mr G Jack were duly proposed and seconded and a secret ballot resulted in the election of Mrs M Balfour.
The newly elected Chairman took the Chair and called for nominations for Vice Chair, Treasurer and Secretary.
· Vice Chairman G Jack - elected after a vote.
· Treasurer Mrs C Jones - unopposed
· Secretary J Cornwell - unopposed
Points from the Public - none
Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 September 2001: G Phillips proposed and Mrs C Jones seconded adoption of the Minutes, which were duly signed by the Chairman.
MATTERS ARISING:

1. GM CROP TRIALS -The Council ,in view of the hardened attitudes adopted at Highland Council and other political levels, decided not to become involved.
2. BICCA -The Area Manager provided funding for BICCA in its first year. Members felt that, before contributing on the proposed ad hoc basis (£30), the matter should be discussed with the Area Manager. (Note: This could be an agenda item for the annual conference of Community Councils).
3. HIGHLAND SMALL COMMUNITIES HOUSING TRUST -The AGM on 22 September was told of the Trust's success in restoring or building housing for community workers e.g teachers, community nurses and others who had a special part to play in the community. It now had four staff and was establishing a small land bank to serve small communities. The Chairman of HIE spoke on the Land Reform Bill.
4. SEPAWASTE MANAGEMENT CONSULTATION -The five methods of Waste disposal that are being considered. Two members agreed to examine these five options, as described in the SEPA document and recommend the most suitable.
5. FOREST ENTERPRISE -Over 50 Black Isle residents attended the Planning consultation in the Town hall on 27 September. The organisers have thanked the Council and especially Mrs Balfour and Mrs Skinner who provided refreshments. Quad biking in the forests is a special worry and will be discouraged forcibly.
6. ROADS WINTER MAINTENANCE -Cllr McLoughlin described the four priorities for winter road gritting -the main routes being gritted by not later than 08.30 am and school bus routes completed by 0900 am. Minor roads and pavements will be dealt with during the day and the staff are expected to work flexibly. Members expressed their concern over the late completion time for school bus routes but more particularly about the lack of pavement gritting. Elderly residents would find it difficult to get out safely for shopping and to collect pensions.
Secretary was instructed to write formally to the Transport Minister deploring the state of affairs.
7. TREE PRESERVATION -Area Planning Officer has confirmed that, with the Forest Advisor, there will be planned monitoring of tree felling when building starts on the other sites at Platcock.
CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Highland Council and Area Committee Agenda with weekly Planning Lists tabled for information as were copies of the Northern Constabulary's Performance Report for the Ross-Shire Command Area.
2. ANNUAL QUALITY AWARDS -List of category winners received. The local nominee was not successful in the Community Council category.
3. NOSWA -Will only send out the Annual Reports and Accounts if requested, because of expense. Water Quality Report and Development Policy Report also available.
4. PICTISH TRAIL -Draft of a leaflet illustrating the proposed extension of the present Trail to extend from Inverness to Golspie. The Groam House Museum would be a feature. Members took note.
5. HOUSING STOCK -Ownership and Management of Council Housing Stock report to Highland Council by Director Of Housing. Highland Council have since decided to retain its stock and not to transfer it to Housing Associations or other Landlord bodies.
A. 0. C. B

1. PLAYGROUNDS -Swings and Slides at the King George V and Gollanhead play areas are to be repaired at a cost of £5,000.
2. PAVILION -Apart from the £1,000 discretionary grant, reliance is being placed on expected receipts to the Common Good Fund. A decision on a long lease is awaited from Highland Council. An estimate of the cost of renovation is being prepared and is likely to be less than was first expected.
3. FLORAL DISPLAY - The idea of maintaining a floral display during the winter was considered. The hanging baskets (now in store) could be a danger to pedestrians and it would be better to put winter flowers into the tubs if suitable ones can be found.
4. STREET LIGHTING -The lights in Gowanbrae Crescent are still unsatisfactory, despite having been reported to the authority. Secretary to follow up.
5. NOTICE BOARD -The Notice Board should be sited in a better place. Few people see it. Providing a regular Newsletter would be useful although press releases are published in the Ross-Shire Journal.
6. REMEMBRANCE DAY -P McLoughlin relayed the suggestion from the Royal British Legion Scotland branch that the Community Council should join the parade in front of the War Memorial. This would emphasize the community nature of the ceremony. Members agreed.
PLANNING:
1. CO-OP SIGNS- Members had rejected illuminated signs and banners as not being in keeping with the conservation area. Alternatives had been suggested by the company and with some modification had now been accepted. Members were told that shop signs do not come within planning rules so the company may add other signs later.

2. Application No 01/00724/FULRC Re-roofing Existing Corrugated Iron Sheeted House with its Original Thatch - 40 High Street Fortrose.
While not objecting to the proposal Members required some assurance that construction needs would not prejudice pedestrian safety nor unduly impede passing vehicles. The duration of the work was also raised in relation to the safety aspect.

3. Application No 01/00740/BCRC Installation of Window (Listed Building Consent) 19 Academy Street Fortrose.
Members saw no reason to object to the proposal, although there may be some concern from conservation interests.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 14th November 2001

Meeting closed at 9:45 pm.
