FORTROSE AND ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 14th NOVEMBER 2001

PRESENT: Mrs M Balfour, Chairman; G Jack, Vice/Chair; J Cornwell, Secretary; J Crawford; Ms E Dalseme; M MacAndrew; P McLoughlin; R Nelson; I Noble; G Phillips; Mrs B Skinner; A Urquhart.
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr M Downie.
APOLOGIES: Mrs C Jones, Treasurer.

The Chairman paid a tribute to the memory of Gordon Edmond, who had served the community and its Council so well as a member and Secretary in past years, and extended condolences to the family.
Points from the Public: - None.
Minutes of the Meeting held on 10 October 2001: Following a query on the wording of the last sentence of the paragraph Roads Winter Maintenance - G Jack proposed and J Crawford seconded adoption of the Minutes which were duly signed by the Chairman.
MATTERS ARISING:

1. BICCA -Recent meetings have been poorly attended, although several wide issues have been discussed. Funding has not been resolved and the next meeting on 26 November will discuss the future role of the Association. New policies suggest that there could be a positive role. G Jack then proposed and M MacAndrew seconded a proposal that the Association remains in being. Ongoing.
2. SEPA -The unanimous choice of the sub-committee was for Local Recycling and Composting as the preferred method ofWaste Management. No Action.
3. PLAYGROUNDS -The removal of the climbing frame and roundabouts was raised and it was thought that the cost would be recovered from the £5,000 budget. The items were removed for Health & Safety reasons. The £5,000 was allotted for repair of swings and slides. Secretary to verify the overall position with Area
4. PAVILLION -A long lease is being granted and the way is clear to seek the necessary funding, which will be undertaken by the Football club. The new shed has been added to the Insurance Schedule at a value of £2,000. Ongoing.
5. FLORAL DISPLAY -Rosemarkie members to select sites for tubs in Rosemarkie.
6. STREET LIGHTING -Lights in Manse Brae require attention. Service Point.
7. NOTICE BOARD -A good location has not been found. G Phillips suggested that the minutes be published on a web-site at a cost of about £10. He will investigate.
CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Highland Council and Area Committee Agenda with weekly Planning Lists tabled for information.
2. ANNUAL CONFERENCE -The annual conference ofCommunity Councils will be held at Dingwall on 1 December. The agenda is not yet available.
3. COMMUNITY PLANNING -A seminar will be held on 12 December to consider the following:

· Community Safety;

· Youth Strategy;

· Social Inclusion;

· Local Agenda 21;

A summary of each subject was given and members selected the workshops on Youth Strategy~ Social Inclusion and Local Agenda 21 as priority.
4. ASCC NEWSLETTER -This contains details of the Declaration of Human Rights as it affects Community Councils. Copies will be given to members.
A. 0. C. B

1. CONCORDAT -The Secretary summarized the agenda of today's (14 November) meeting between Community Councils and the RENEWING DEMOCRACY Select Committee of Highland Council.
Community Council Elections to be by Postal Ballot and held all on the same day. Civic Assemblies -Two pilot schemes -one in Ross & Cromarty.
Concordat between Highland Council and Community Councils approved. Teledemocracy Project development. New powers for Community Councils. Ongoing.
2. PROTECTIVE SERVICES:
· Wheeled bins at RosemarkieBeach to be removed for the winter. The concrete bin at the Car Park to be replaced with a wheeled bin. Bin opposite Crofters to be replaced. Ongoing.
· Path at Westerlinks is muddy and slippy. Gravel can be supplied if the Council can organise the spreading. Some members were prepared to help but it was agreed that other assistance is needed. Action.
· Path from Bishops Road to Feddon Hill. The state of the wooden fence was raised. Due to a misunderstanding this matter had not been dealt with during the year. Materials cost £ 170 and Community Service could do the work. Action.
· Paving slabs at Alexander Court have lifted and are a hazard. Action.
3. GOLDEN JUBILEE -A sub-committee will be formed to consider proposals to mark the Queen's Golden Jubilee in 2002. The project should involve the whole community represented by the Council. Action.
4. CHRISTMAS PREPARATIONS:
· Operation Angel -Members agreed that the Christmas shopping bus for elderly residents be organised as last year.

· Xmas Tree and Lights -There is an ecumenical cross standing on the usual site for the tree, so the ministers will be asked if it can be placed at one of the churches. Two alternative sites were suggested and can be investigated. M MacAndrew offered to obtain a suitable tree (12- 15 feet) and G Jack, seconded by I Crawford, proposed that up to £130 be allocated for the purchase. Action.
5. ROADS MATTERS -The following items were raised:

· Hawkhill Road -Deep pothole at the top end. Service Point.
· Beach Signs -Direction signs to Rosemarkie Beach on the main road would help visitors.

· Litter Clearance during the winter, if found to be needed, will have to be funded from the annual precept, as no money is available from the discretionary budget.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 12th December 2001.

There being no other business, the Meeting closed at 9;55 pm.
