FORTROSE AND ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 10th APRIL 2002

PRESENT: Mrs M Balfour, Chairman; G Jack, Vice Chair;J Cornwell, Secretary; Mrs C Jones, Treasurer; J Crawford; Ms E Dalseme; R L Nelson; I Noble; G Phillips; Mrs B Skinner; M MacAndrew; P McLoughlin
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr M Downie; Mrs C Clarke; Police representative(briefly).
APOLOGIES: none

The Chairman welcomed those present and introduced Mrs C Clarke, Access Project Officer.
PRESENTATION: Mrs Clarke explained the Highland Access Project, which is a partnership of Highland Council, SNH, HIE and Paths for All. This 3 year project aims to signpost and waymark 1300km of paths and develop 10 km of new paths across Highland, including connecting routes and meeting priority needs. She had made an initial inventory and considered that the Black Isle is a medium priority because of previous work carried out on its footpaths which are well signed. Long term management and duplication of effort were discussed. Mrs Clarke asked members to liaise over any signposting or interpretative needs and then left the meeting.
POLICE MATTERS: Northern Constabulary has asked for dates of Community Council meetings to facilitate attendance by Community Safety Officers. Secretary has replied.
Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th March 2002: G Jack proposed and Mrs C Jones seconded adoption of the Minutes, which were duly signed by the Chairman.
MATTERS ARISING:

1. DOG FOULING: Emptying of bins and provision of extra litter bins not yet resolved. A clean beach now more important in view of possibility of a blue flag award. Secretary reminded members that water quality had been tested some years ago. Repeat testing is necessary. P McLoughlin offered to organise a litter pick very soon. It was noted that the toilets were not open at Easter nor was the cafe operating. (Note- the lessee had written an apology to the local Press.)
Action: Ongoing
2. PLAYGROUNDS: The consultant’s report, which comprehensively deals with every piece of equipment in the three playgrounds, has been received. In particular the depth of bark and/or sand to cushion falls is inadequate. The report is available to members.
3. PAVILION:On behalf of the football club, Mr McLoughlin thanked both Highland Council and the Community Council for their cheques which had been lodged in a special account. He had also obtained Lottery application forms and had put in funding bids to B&Q, Morrisons and the Scottish Foundation for consideration.
4. GOLDEN JUBILEE: Two public meetings had been held, with 4 members of the public attending. Ms E Dalseme outlined various proposals and confirmed that two golden berried Rowans would be planted. One next to the Xmas tree at Rosemarkie and the other, with the Rector’s agreement in the school grounds. Chairman to speak to the Rector. Thanks were expressed to Cllr Downie for the grant of £300 from the discretionary budget. The Fire Brigade to be asked to help re-rig the flagpole and give it a coat of paint. The coats of arms on the entrance pillars to the King Gorge V playing field need refurbishing also.
5. DERELICT CARAVANS: Alternative arrangements being investigated.
6. PICNIC TABLES/BENCHES: Ongoing.
7. GULLY EMPTYING: Some work has been done, but not all gullies are clear.
8. ROSEMARKIE:

· MANSE BRAE: problem of the water table in the cemeteries was raised. Cllr Downie confiirmd that these areas had been fully surveyed before being established. Any water present was due to this winter’s unusually high rainfall.
· CAR PART: by Roads and Transport awaited.
· VANDALISM: The incident in the graveyard had been reported to the Police.
· THE PLOUGH: Secretary to check whether planning permission had been sought for the sign and the wooden veranda.
CORRESPONDENCE:

1. HIGHLAND COUNCIL AND AREA COMMITTEE AGENDA WITH WEEKLY PLANNING LISTS: tabled for information.
2. SCOTTISH CIVIC FORUM: notifying open meeting of Parliamentary Procedure Committee on 19 April at Ullapool. Aim is to find out if the objectives of power sharing and accessibility are being met.
3. ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION OF RURAL SCOTLAND: notifying its AGM will be held at Stirling on Saturday 18 May.
4. ASSOCIATION OF SCOTTISH COMMUNITY COUNCILS: postal ballot for an Executive member for Highland (Central). G Phillips proposed and I Noble seconded that office bearers assess the applicants and vote on behalf of the Community Council. Agreed.
FINANCE:
The Treasurer advised that £1200 is available to be spent or committed to projects before the end of the financial year. Project items include a donation to the Golden Jubilee tree planting, reprinting the Shoreline, Fortrose and Rosemarkie leaflets, metal benches, Rosemarkie tennis court net winders and possibly some litter bins with the borough logo.

Payment of £4 for public meeting costs was approved.
A. 0. C. B.:

1. SPEED BUMPS: Petition tabled with 41 signatures for traffic calming (speed bumps) in Gollanhead Avenue.
2. SPEED LIMIT: Suggestion for a 20 mph speed limit on all side roads.
3. ROAD SWEEPING: Road sweeping at West End, Fortrose (Canonbury Terrace) and at end of Rosemarkie is not being done and much litter is left.
4. STREET LIGHTING: Extra street lighting at 14 and 15 Wester Links requested
5. GULLS: Nesting gulls and their feeding by some residents are causing a problem.
6. AGM: Newspaper advertising of the AGM in June at a cost of some £30 approved.
7. EASTER GREENGATES: Easter Greengates had been quite badly damaged by horses as the ground was very soft after the exceptionally wet weather.
8. SIMON SPENCE: The Community Council commended the participation of Simon Spence in the London Marathon, who is raising funds for charity.
PLANNING:
Cllr Downie left the meeting.
1. Application No 02/00178/FULRC: Ten houses and two blocks of four flats at Ryebank, Rosemarkie. Mrs B Skinner, I Noble and Secretary , after visiting the site, had prepared a note of objections to be sent to the Area Planning Officer.
2. Application No 02/00201/TELRC: Erection of 25m high Telecommunications mast at Arkendeith Farm. There are no objections as the site has little or no visual impact.
3. Three Houses at Lower Wards, Fortrose: This is a re-submission.of a previous application
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, 8TH May 2002

Meeting closed at 10:05 pm.
