FORTROSE & ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
 
Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 13 November 2002
 
PRESENT:  Mrs R Balfour, Chairman, G Jack, Vice/Chair, J Cornwell, Secretary,        Mrs C Jones, Treasurer, J Crawford, P McLoughlin, I Noble, Mrs B Skinner
In attendance: Cllr M M Downie
 
APOLOGIES:  G Phillips, R L Nelson, M MacAndrew, Ms E Dalseme
 
1. CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME:  The Chairman welcomed members to the November meeting and spoke on the replacement for A Urquhart, who having missed six months meetings, had been removed from the Council.  Mr Urquhart had been informed, in writing,  of the situation.  It was proposed by R Balfour and seconded by

I Noble that Mr E Wylie be co-opted as a replacement.   The Secretary pointed out that whilst it was in the Council’s remit to co-opt members, it would be seen to be a more open policy to advertise the post.  This action being agreed, the Secretary will arrange adverts in local shops, etc.   If there was more than one applicant, vacancy to be decided on majority vote of council members.

The Chairman also informed the meeting that Mr Phillips would be unable to attend Wednesday night Council meetings while taking a special course and had offered his resignation.  Leave of absence for the period has been granted and he stated he would be available to assist the Council in their work, including the updating of the web-site and would return to the Council upon the completion of his course.
 
3. POINTS FROM THE PUBLIC:  None, but Mr Jack brought to Council’s notice the broken drain cover by the Catholic Church in Fortrose Square
 
4.  Minutes of the meeting held on 9th October 2002:   J Crawford proposed and

G Jack seconded adoption of the minutes which were duly signed by the Chairman.
 
5.  MATTERS ARISING: 
Dog Fouling - Secretary has arranged with the Community Services Officer to have the Rosemarkie bin emptied.  Notices for bins at Chanonry Point and leaflets for handing out to dog walkers had been printed - Secretary to deal with their distribution.
Pavilion -                                                                                                  ON GOING
Derelict Caravans - Secretary to follow up further contact for removal - ON GOING
Gollanhead Avenue -  Cllr Downie was now dealing with this matter stating that traffic calming and pedestrian crossing were to be installed.
Disused Toilet Building, Fortrose -  Secretary to deal.                                ON GOING 
Picnic Tables - matter to be looked at again in Spring.                              ON GOING
Gully emptying -                                                                                      ON GOING
Memorial Seat Marine Terrace - I Noble to contact D Sutherland for a quotation to carry out repairs.
 

 
Golden Jubilee Trees - Cllr Downie tabled engraved stone memorial plaque  for siting with trees.   Chairman thanked Cllr Downie for his work.   Delivery of trees still awaited.  G Jack to arrange delivery of concrete blocks to site for plaques.  Chairman to contact Rector over arrangements.
Chanonry Point - Secretary reported that RACE does not consider that local residents need be consulted over tourism related planning.
Bus Stance, Rosemarkie - Secretary to write -                                         ON GOING
Pedestrian Crossings - Cllr Downie reported that pedestrian crossing in Fortrose to go ahead with siting by the Tavern.  Mr McLoughlin reported that the proposed extension of the barrier at Miller’s Arch had been opposed by two local families.
Rosemarkie Burn - G Jack and Secretary to check on damage.
Craigie Woods - Secretary to write to Avoch Community Council notifying Council’s withdrawal of interest in the Craigie Woods project.
Leisure Centre Charges - Noted there had been an administrative error in charges.
Millers Arch - Seats still to be removed.
Roads & Transport - Corslet corner had now been repaired.  Secretary had also  written regarding sign at the road junction Smiddy and broken verge opposite Old Dam.
Conference Reports - Community Council Conference and Civic Participation Event reports tabled.
 
7.  CORRESPONDENCE: 
Highland Council - Report of Local Plan Review Workshop 5th September.  A final report on proposed changes will be published once all workshops had been completed.
UHI Millennium Institute - Request to distribute leaflets not to be followed up.
Drug & Alcohol Abuse - Presentation not required but secretary to request leaflets.
Craigforth Consultancy & Research -  SNH survey questionnaire enclosed for completion.
Highland Council - Highland Marine Innovation Award - correspondence to be forwarded to Academy.
Scottish Civic Forum - Children’s Oral Health   Secretary to write in response.
Scottish Water - Gives details, as requested by the Secretary, of the Orthophosphoric   treatment facility at Assynt, which will affect the local water supply..
Fire Service Industrial Action Notice - Secretary to deal with distribution.
Noted - Holm Oak at Marine Nursing Home has been felled and a young tree planted.
Highland Council - Housing Highland’s Communities - Secretary and I Noble to complete questionnaires requested for preparation of Local Housing Strategy Consultative Draft 2002.
Highland Senior Citizens Network - Correspondence to be passed to  Friends of the Community Group.
Scottish Parliament - Consultation draft of private members bill on restriction of sale and use of fireworks in Scotland - Secretary to prepare reply and agree it with    Chairman and Vice-Chairman.
Ross-shire Voluntary Action - Offering facilities on website -  not needed.
Getting Involved with Planning Exercise - Summary of results of the questionnaire provided for  the sub- committee who prepared the Community Council’s response.
 
8. FINANCE: 
Cost of photocopying 4 copies of correspondence £11.  Agreed to reduce to one copy for Chairman and one copy for tabling.

Cost of coach for Operation Angel agreed, with notices advertising outing in local post offices, doctors surgery
 
9.A.O.C.B.
Renewing Democracy and Community Planning Select Committee  - 6 November

Chairman and Secretary attended and reported to members:-
Ÿ         Training pack on planning procedures to be provided .for Community Councillors.
Ÿ         The  New Race Relations Act will allow no options for Community Councils.
Ÿ         Improved funding for Community Councils.
Ÿ         Community Council Constitutions will have to be re-written in accordance with a new scheme, which members will have to discuss at a special meeting in due course.
 
Rosemarkie football field.-  I Noble reported a broken gate.  Service Point had been informed for action.   If no action ensues A Grigor to be contacted about a repair.
Golf Club car park - Golf Club now has a long lease and  public access will be maintained
Xmas Trees and lights - Arrangements in hand with possible purchase of new bulbs.
Vandalism  At Chanonry Point and elsewhere was giving cause for concern and Secretary to raise question of attendance of police at Community Council meetings. Local facilities signs at Rosemarkie  P McLoughlin enquired whether there had been any decision about their provision. Secretary had written at the time and will process this inquiry.
 
10.  PLANNING:
Six planning applications were tabled and contents noted, but no adverse comments were raised.
 
11.  Date of next meeting - Wednesday 11th December 2002
 
Meeting closed at 10.10 p.m.
