FORTROSE & ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held on the 10 March 2004
Present: G. Phillips,Vice Chairman(in the chair); P. McLoughlin, Secretary, R. Jones, Treasurer, J. Cornwell, M. MacAndrew; E. Dalseme.; B. Skinner; I. Noble; G. Jack; O.MacLennan; E. Wylie
Apologies: J. Crawford, R. Nelson.
In Attendance Cllr Barclay,

Sue Nield, Steve Munro and James Wiseman from Scottish Water.
Chairman's Welcome. The Chairman opened the meeting by saying that he welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Points from the Public
Scottish Water briefed the Community Council on the proposed site for a Wastewater Treatment Plant and a Pumping Station. They said the Treatment Plant was over 100 metres from the Rosemarkie Caravan Park and that the type of equipment planned to be used should reduce to a minimum the probability of any odours. They also said that they have been in contact with the land owner and the Planning Department.

Members of the Community Council voiced their opinions as follows:

That this ouflow into the Rosemarkie Bay may damage the possibility of the beach being awarded a blue flag site suitable for bathing.

The Rosemarkie Caravan Park draws hundreds of visitors to this area from May until September and brings much needed income to the business's in the community. The proximity of the plant and any possible odours may be a damaging deterrent to them and the community.

Scottish Water said that every effort would be made to ensure that the Plant would be designed in the best way to ensure that any visual impact is minimised and that they realised the dangers of unwanted smells and gave their assurances that every effort would be made to ensure any odours would be minimised to such levels that would not cause concern to the public. They also commented on our ambitions to get the Rosemarkie beach up to the standard's necessary for bathing and said that the equipment planned for the Plant had the capability of being easily upgraded to meet such requirements but finance for such upgrading had not been made available at this time. They said that the if Planning permission and agreement with SEPA was reached, the project was planned to be completed by March 2005. The also said that only a minimal of site preparation work would be carried out before the end of the caravan season.

The Chairman thanked the visitors for the information given and asked whether this information would be passed onto the public. Scottish Water said when planning permission was being requested the public would get the normal notification.
Minutes of the Meeting held on the 11 February 2004.
Adoption of the minutes was proposed by O. MacLennan and seconded by I. Noble and duly signed by the Chairman.
MATTERS ARISING:
Common Good Fund. The Secretary confirmed that a letter had been sent to the Area Manager asking for a list of debtors.
Action – ONGOING.
Toilet Block. Cllr Barclay said that funding was not available. A discussion took place on the feasibility of doing the task ourselves. E. Wylie and O. Maclennanagreed to visit the site and report back to the council their conclusions on whether it may be possible for the task to be completed. Cllr Barclay said he would approach Tec Services to enquire whether they would give financial and technical support to cutting off the services.
Action – E. Wylie, O. MacLennan, Cllr Barclay..
Youth Services. O. MacLennan reported that he had a meeting with youngsters in Fortrose Academy which confirmed that there is a need for a 'Youth Café'. He spoke of training for the management committee and that letters were being sent to volunteers for their agreement to go on training with Volunteer Scotland. It is hope that the Youth Café may be opened in April and that a funding seach was being carried out for a Youth Worker. Cllr Barclay also said that Ross & Cromarty area Councillors were also discussing the possibility of Youth Workers for the Black Isle.
Action-ONGOING.
Benches. M. MacAndrew reported that the benches due to a misunderstanding were not yet galvanised which meant the final cost was not yet confirmed but should not exceed £1200.

The Secretary said that in the Community Council meeting on the 8th October 2003 the site's for benches had been agreed as follows

In Fortrose one for Feddon Hill and one for Greengates.

In Rosemarkie one for the Playfield and one for the Manse Brae.
Action- ONGOING.
Swimming Pool. Presentation on the 29 March 2004.
Action- ONGOING.
Lights for the Promenade at Rosemarkie. M. MacAndrew said that this would be discussed later.
Action-M.MacAndrew.
Signs Rosemarkie. M.MacAndrew said that he has still not yet priced the signs which is required before any further decisions can be made.
Action- M.MacAndrew
Bus Stop Rosemarkie. Still awaiting reply from the Rural Community Transport Officer.
Action-ONGOING.
Pear Tree. The Chairman is speaking to the Coop about them financing pinning it to the wall.
Action-Chairman.
Xmas Tree. It was agreed that discussions must take place in our June/July meetings
Action-ONGOING.
Community Council Recruiting. It was decided to form a sub committee of the Chairman, Secretary and J.Cornwell and R. Nelson, whom were tasked to prepare a draft constitution in line with the Draft Model Constitution.
Action Sub Committee
Rosemarkie Churchyard The second load of gravel will be spread this Saturday 13 March 2004 at 1000 hours.
Action-ALL
.
Fortrose Caravan Park. Investigation into the caravan site is still ongoing.
Action- Chairman.
Chain of Office. The Treasurer said that the costs for taking the Chain out of the Bank were excessive and suggested that a contribution should be asked from Groam Museum and the Local History Group.
Action-Chairman/Secretary.
Common Good Land Wester Greengates. The Chairman is checking with the Area Manager (who may still be off work sick) whether the access road to the property proposed in this area is encroaching common good land.
Action: Chairman
Housing Survey. The Highland Small Communities Housing Trus(HSCHT) cancelled their visit to our meeting. The Secretary was tasked with making rearrangements.
Action – Secretary.
Skate Park. The Secretary wrote back to the boys in Rosemarkie a reply to their letter requesting a skate park as tasked by the Community Council. The boys,Mitchall Mackay, Ross and Josh MacMillan again have written to us confirming that there is a large interest in a skate park and confirmed this by enclosing a petition of names and signatures of support(34 ) and further said that the Rosemarkie playfield was their preferred location. The Secretary reported on the successful skate park in Cromarty and how this was achieved. The Chairman tasked the Secretary with writing back to the 'Boys', informing them of the support of the Council, Rosemarkie Amenities Group, Highland Council and Cllr Barclays, and, to give them information on how to proceed with their project.
Action - Secretary

Flower Baskets. The Secretary was tasked to send out a letter to all local business's and groups to request their participation in sponsoring a 'flower basket' in either Fortrose or Rosemarkie. The Council will provide the basket, chain and wick, participants will be asked to fill the basket with flowers and when located arrange for feeding throughout the summer. The Council will carry out and inspection on the 16th August 2004 to pick the 'Best Basket' and a prize will be awarded.
Action - Secretary

POLICE MATTERS.
No Police were present and only one point was raised by G. Jack.. He said that because of the continual dangers caused by the traffic congestion on the Fortrose High Street could the Police please make some effort to enforce the 'Law'.
PLANNING
1. MacKenzie, Platcock – Change of farmland to garden ground. – No Comment.

2. Lindsay 2 Cathedral Square – Erection of flue on roof and painting exterior walls. No Comment.

3. Dunlop, 87, Feddon Hill – Alter garage to extend into underbuilding to form multi purpose room, toilet and store and formation of additional car parking space. – No Comment.

4. Jensen, Hillockhead – Alter existing chalet and garage holiday chalet. – No Comment.

5. Patience, 16a Marine Terrace – Erect sun lounge and garage. – No Comment.

6. Phillips, Cliff Cottage, Well Road – Extension to House. – No Comment.

7. Wilson, c/o 8 High Street, Rosemarkie – Disused shop to dwelling house. – No Comment

8. Mackenzie, Beechcroft, Bishops Rd., - Erection of extension of house. – No Comment.
CORRESPONDENCE
1. The Black Isle Partnership Newsletter. Issue 4 March 2004 received.

2. HSCHT letter dated 17 Feb 2004 to arrange visit.

1. Copy of letter from J.Cornwell to TEC Services dated 19 Feb 2004 reference Sea Defences Fortrose. The Chairman asked J. Cornwell to be responsible for all aspects of Sea Defences, for which he accepted.

2. Scottish Water letter dated 9 Feb 2004 Reference Water Charges for 2004/2005.

3. Mytchell, Ross & Josh MacMillan, letter reference Skate Park, see 'matters arising' above.

4. Highland Council's draft document on 'Biodiversity' for this area. O. MacLennan and 2 members of the public to read and reply. Action – O. MacLennan.
FINANCE
1. The Treasurer requested the Secretaries expenses.
ROSEMARKIE AMENITIES
M. MacAndrew gave briefing on the activities of the Rosemarkie Amenities. In the discussion that followed it was suggested that Fortrose should do the same survey.
CONSTITUTION
The Chairman suggested that 'Sub Committee' should be formed to prepare a draft constitution which was agreed. The Chairman, Secretary, J.Cornwell and R. Nelson were asked to do this.
TRAFFIC FLOW
The Chairman spoke of J. Crawford's proposal for the traffic flow in Fortrose, he also informed the meeting that R. Nelson had also put in a proposal. He asked for comments and it became obvious that not everyone was in agreement with the proposals. After a lengthy discussion the majority agreed to the following:

1. There should be a request bus stop both ways at the west end of the village of Fortrose.

2. The bus stops beside the Church of Scotland at the east end of the village should not change.

3. The bus stop at the Post Office should be moved.

4. The bus stop at the Tavern should remain.

5. The bus timetable should be changed to ensure two bus's do not arrive in Fortrose at the same time.

6. There should be some parking on the High Street with at least one disabled only bay.
Discussion continued on the location of the bus stop to be moved from the Post Office and the allocation of parking slots on the street.
The Chairman decided that this discussion should continue at the next meeting.
A.O.C.B.

1. B. Skinner reported that several of the public had brought to her attention the problem of 'Dog Fouling' near Abbeyfield house and that those responsible were known. Cllr Barclay said that he was certain that persons could now by law be fined for permitting their dogs to foul in public places. Action - ??
2. B. Skinner reported that a 'wall' in Gollanhead Avenue was been broken up by children in that area. Action – Cllr Barclay dealing.
3. M. MacAndrew reported that residents in Ryebank were complaining that no footpath existed from Ryebank into Rosemarkie via Gollanhead Avenue. It was reported that the developer of the Ryebank estate had taken the responsibility of providing a footpath, although not yet in existence. Action ??
4. O. MacLennan reported that residents of Courthill Road have been complaining of the lack of drainage from this road and also no pavements for pedestrians. He said he spoke to the Highland Council who gave no satisfactory answers because of lack of funds.
5. P. McLoughlin said that it was normal for the council to arrange a 'Beach Clean Up' prior to Easter each year. It was agreed that Fortrose would carry out a clean up from the harbour to Chanonry Point on Saturday 27 March 2004 commencing at 0930 hours. Rosemarkie will arrange their own clean up through their amenity group.
6. P. McLoughlin reported that work had commenced on the housing project in the area east of Platcock. He asked whether the right of way had been considered which runs from Platcock road to East Watergate road. No one present was aware of this problem and it was decided that Cllr Barclay would check out the exact location of the right of way to ensure this new housing scheme was not blocking the right of way. Action – Cllr Barclay.
Date of the next meeting is 14 April 2004 at 0730pm
