FORTROSE & ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held on the 14 April 2004
Present:   J. Crawford, Chairman; G. Phillips,Vice Chairman;   P. McLoughlin,  Secretary, R. Jones, Treasurer, J. Cornwell, E. Dalseme, I. Noble, O. MacLennan, E. Wylie, R Nelson
Apologies: B. Skinner, M. MacAndrew.
In Attendance      Cllr Barclay, 
                              30 Members of the Public.
                              Issi MacGrath                                                                   
Chairman's Welcome.   The Chairman opened the meeting by saying that he welcomed everyone to the meeting, especially the large number of members from the public.
Points from the Public

The Chairman explained to everyone present that he was aware that the large number of members from the public was due to the Wastewater Treatment plan proposed to be built near the Rosemarkie caravan site.    He informed them that the Community Council had discussed with the Scottish Water representatives  at the March meeting and a copy of what had been said had been passed out to the public.   He asked if the Public could nominate a person or persons to speak about their concerns.
Mr John Clarke, Ryebank requested the support of the Community Council and Cllr Barclay for a Public Meeting.  One of his concerns was that the site of the proposed Treatment Plan was  in an area designated in the Local Plan as allocated to outdoor recreational uses, if it should cease to be required for agriculture.
Mr J. Grant gave a brief technical description of other treatment plants and that the smells omitting for such were causing legal action being taken against the Scottish Water group.  He also talked of vehicle access to the site on a single track road which leads via the caravan park, golf course and the Ness or via the Rosemarkie village!!!  He further spoke of the environment, using the green belt for building and the nearby beach being a Oyster Catchers breeding ground.  He also proposed an open meeting for the public.
Mr R Taylor said that he had spoken to Scottish Water who had informed him that the site may be upgraded to a Secondary Site which would double the size of the treatment plant.
Gwyn Phillips (who was in the Chair at the March meeting) spoke for the council saying that other two sites had been considered, one ruled out because  of the  cost and the other was Chanonry Point, which was not acceptable.  He said that we had requested a Public Meeting with the Scottish Water Representitives who had not refused but said the public would be informed in the normal way by the planning application.  But, he said we were in favour of a Public Meeting.
The Chairman said that the large turnout tonight confirmed the local concern about this project.
O. MacLennan said he had visited the Avoch treatment plant and found it to be smelly.

A question was raised asking if this project could be rejected.  Cllr Barclay said that the planning application would go through the normal channels and discussions, etc. and then a decision would be made.
Mr John Clarke said that the public should have the opportunity to get a proper briefing on this project from Scottish Water and the opportunity to ask questions, to permit the public to make up their own minds.
Mr Buchanan asked what was wrong with the present scheme and why does it need changing.
James Cornwell said that it had been proposed in the Local Plan that an improved sewage treatment was planned and this had not been objected to.
Mr John Clarke said that everyone should make their representations to the Planning Department individually.
The Chairman said he was going to talk to the press about the strength of feeling about this matter and would announce a public meeting in the Gordon Memorial Hall,  Rosemarkie  on the evening of Tuesday 27 April at  0730pm, after consultation with Scottish Water.

Discussion then took place about the delay in the public getting to know about such an important occurrence.
The Chairman said that it was only one month ago that this council were informed of the Treatment Plant and that until the minutes of the meeting were adopted we were unable to disclose details legally.  He also said it was planned before this meeting to hold a public meeting soon and the large amount of attendees tonight showed that the process was working and thanked everyone for their interest in the local community.
Mr John Clarke asked the Community Council that in future we should give an early warning to the public for all contentious matters.
The Chairman said he understood the feelings of the public and their concern but said that always did what we could in the interests of the community, however, he said it was not our function to warn the public and that any important plans and developments would always come from a higher level, i.e. Planning, Highland Council.
J.Cornwell and O. MacLennan suggested that this should be discussed later under AOB and when the draft for the constitution was put forward.

The Rosemarkie Caravan Club reps said that the opening times for the site were from April until November.
Highlands Small Communities Housing Trust(HSCHT) Briefing.

Issi McGrath from the HSCHT,  thanked the Community Council for inviting her to this meeting to Brief the council on the HSCHT.  She said that her group were set up 5/6 years ago to carry out surveys within small communities in the Highlands to find out the requirement for housing, primarily affordable housing,  she confirmed that the surveys could throw up many other aspects of housing requirements.   A short discussion followed.
Issi McGrath confirmed that the survey would be carried out by post and that there would be no cost to the Council.   She said that we would have to help HSCHT with the administrative, names addresses, etc.

It was proposed by O. MacLennan and seconded by R.Jones that we request HSCHT to carry out a survey for housing needs in Fortrose and Rosemarkie.  This was carried.
R. Nelson asked if the requirement for sheltered housing could be included.
Issi McGrath said that the survey would bring out such information on peoples needs.
The Chairman thanked Issi McGrath for coming along to brief us.
Minutes of the Meeting held on the 11 March 2004.
Adoption of the minutes was proposed by O. MacLennan and seconded by I. Noble and duly signed by the Chairman.
MATTERS ARISING:
Common Good Fund.  A list of debtors of this fund is still awaited from the Area Manager.
 J. Cornwell questioned whether the Fortrose Academy were paying a rent to the fund for its use of the King George V playing field.
Action- Secretary.
Toilet Block.  E. Wylie said that he and O. MacLennan inspected the site and came to the followings conclusions: The roof could be removed quite easily, the walls could be used as infill in that area and covered with topsoil. Cllr Barclay  said that TEC Services were delighted of our assistance and would help with funding as necessary.   Priorities were discussed and a plan formed of which Cllr Barclay said he would inform TEC Services prior to the task being started.
Action- E. Wylie, O. MacLennan, Cllr Barclay.
Youth Services.   Action-ONGOING.
Benches.  M. MacAndrew reported (to the Secretary prior to the meeting) that the 2 benches were collected and located as follows,  one in Greengates and one on the site of the Memorial Bench in Rosemarkie.  The Memorial Bench will be placed in front of the Crofters.
Action- E. Wylie, M. MacAndrew & G. Phillips
Swimming Pool.    Presentation  put back until the 4 May 2004.    Action- ONGOING.
Lights for the Promenade at Rosemarkie.  Action- ONGOING.
Signs Rosemarkie.    M.MacAndrew (reported through Secretary) that the cost of 3 Signs would be £450 (£150 for planning). He also said that he had spoken to ALL businesses in Rosemarkie who were all willing to donate to the cost of the signs.

The Chairman said that both villages should get signs as the same problem exists in Fortrose and proper costings and plans of design and contents should thoroughly examined.
Action- M.MacAndrew, P.McLoughlin.
Bus Stop Rosemarkie.  Still awaiting reply from the Rural Community Transport Officer.
Action-Secretary to send reminder.
Pear Tree.   The Chairman is speaking to the Coop about them financing the pinning of the pear tree to the wall.
Action-Chairman.
Xmas Tree.  It was agreed that discussions must take place in our June/July meetings
Action-ONGOING.
Rosemarkie Churchyard   The Secretary proposed a vote of thanks to those members of the Community Council whom assisted is spreading the gravel, especially E. Wylie for the use of his tractor and trailor.  Also that a letter should be sent to the church thanking Mrs Jean MacArthur for her help.
Action- Secretary.
Fortrose Caravan Park   The Secretary reported that he had spoken to the Area Manager who said that there was still one interested party and that the necessary lease was being agreed.
Action- ONGOING
Chain of Office.  The Chairman said that the History Group should be asked to pay for the cost of taking the Chain of Office out the first time, the 2nd  time was valuation for insurance for our purposes and that we should pay and that Groam Museum should pay when it is taken out in the future.
Action-Chairman/Secretary
Common Good Land Wester Greengates.  Clarification is required on the access road to the planned house in Wester Greengates  - does it infringe on Common Good land?
Action: Secretary
Flower Baskets.   G. Phillips reported that he had a reasonable response from different groups in providing flowers for the two villages.

He also asked those present if anyone was aware that G. Jack had said at the March meeting that he was against this proposal in any way?   No one was aware.   He further said that because of the flower baskets G. Jack had been quite off putting to several persons who offered to take flower baskets and that he telephone himself and the Secretaries wife in a manner that was totally out of order.   He further said that G. Jack had informed him that he was resigning from the Community Council.
Action- G. Phillips.
Sea Defences.   It was reported that the holes in the sea defences in Rosemarkie had not been attended to.  The Secretary was tasked to send a letter to remind Highland Council of the   problem  Action J. Cornwell.
Biodiversity Draft Document.   O. MacLennan and Mr Howie,Fortrose both read the draft document and both said that found it to an excellent document and could not fault it in any way.
Action.  Secretary to complete the report on the draft.

Wall in Gollanhead Avenue.   The broken wall was discussed and the ownership of the wall was also debated.
Action-  I. Noble

Beach Clean up in Fortrose.   The Chairman thanked the P. McLoughlin for organising the beach clean up which took place on Saturday 27th March.  The numbers attending were the highest for many years and about 40 bags of rubbish, at least, were collected.  A big thanks to all the members of the public who helped and also the children.  A letter of thanks must be sent to John Keist for providing his van to collect the bags from the harbour.
Action - Secretary

Ryebank Developers Conditions.   The residents of Ryebank complained at our March meeting that the path promised by the developers between Ryebank and Gollanhead Avenue had not materialised.   J. Cornwell said this was one of the conditions laid down and agreed by the Developers.
Action- Secretary to find Conditions in Files.
POLICE MATTERS.
There was no Police present and nothing was raised from the Community Council.
PLANNING
1.         Dr & Mrs Sharp, Plot 4 Lower Wards.   Erection of house and garage.   No Comment.

2.         Mr & Mrs Chisholm, 9 Bridge Street, Rosemarkie.  Extension to House.  It was thought that because of the sensitivity of the area that we should look at the plans.   Action Secretary to get a copy of the plans.

3.         Scottish Water. Install  Waste Treatment Plant. It was decided to hold a Public Meeting. See above.

4.         Mr & Mrs Davidson, Marine Terrace.  Erection of house (detail provided).  No Comment.
CORRESPONDENCE
1.       Highland Council letter dated 15 March 2004 with reference to Formation of 3 house sites at Lower Wards.  Permission granted.

2.       Mr  & Mrs K Ferguson, 10  Marine Terrace, Rosemarkie letter dated 2 April 2004 Objecting to the planning application for house in Ground of Marine House.

3.       Email from Adrossan Residents Independent Advocacy Service, on Proposals to tackle anti-social behaviour.
FINANCE
1.                   The Treasurer said there was nothing to report on the finances.
CONSTITUTION
R. Nelson said that J. Cornwell had produced a draft, however as there was some legal queries with Highland Council it would not be handed out to Council members.  He said he hoped it would be ready in time for adoption at our AGM in June 2004.
TRAFFIC FLOW
The Chairman, after a discussion about the Bus Stops and Parking on the High Street Fortrose, suggested that this should be continued at our next meeting. This was agreed.
A.O.C.B.
1.                   O. MacLennan requested that the question of keeping the public informed, should be included in the agenda at our next meeting.   This was agreed.

2.                   J. Crawford requested that we should find out why Feddon Hill has not had any grass cutting this year?
Date of the next meeting is 12 May 2004 at 0730pm
