FORTROSE & ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
 
Minutes of the Meeting held on the 12 May 2004
 
Present:   J. Crawford, Chairman; G. Phillips,Vice Chairman;   P. McLoughlin,  Secretary,       J. Cornwell,     R. Nelson; 

I. Noble;  O.MacLennan; B Skinner;  M. MacAndrew
 
Apologies: R. Jones, E. Dalseme.
 
In Attendance      Cllr Barclay, 
                              B. Wright                                                                                                                                                  
 
Chairman’s Welcome.   The Chairman opened the meeting by saying that he welcomed everyone to the meeting.
 
Points from the Public
 
Nil.
 
Minutes of the Meeting held on the 14 April 2004.
Adoption of the minutes as amended was proposed by I. Noble and seconded by G. Phillips and duly signed by the Chairman.
 
MATTERS ARISING:
 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Rosemarkie
The Chairman said that because of the large turnout at the public meeting and the degree of interest and objection,  that the proposed ‘Treatment Plant’ was causing, that a small working group should be set up to work with the local community in this matter.     This was agreed.   The Chairman, R. Nelson and O. MacLennan volunteered to carry out this task for the Community Council.

The Chairman said ‘that because of the large number of experts in this field who live in the area whom are part of the small group of concerned residents’, that the council should concentrate their efforts to highlight the effects on the economy and the quality of life, leaving the technical objections to the experts.
R. Nelson said that the main objection should be on the location of this plant.
Cllr Barclay said that he had been advised by Jim Yuell(Highland Council), that the proposed tankers(40 Ton) were too large for the single track roads leading from the site.

The Chairman said that the access road from the treatment plant site to the road at the caravan park, crossed common good land and that we had not been approached about this.

It was agreed that R.Nelson and O.MacLennan would complete the Planning Application for the treatment plant.  Copy to Secretary for ‘file’.
 
Highland Small Communities Housing Trust (HSCHT) Study on Housing Requirement
No communication has yet been received from the trust.   ONGOING.
 
Common Good Fund.  The Secretary said that he had spoken to the Area Manager about the King George V Playing Field users.  The Area Manager said that the Playing Field was controlled by the Leisure and Culture part of Highland Council and that we should approach them.  The Secretary has sent a letter asking for details of users and debtors(if any).
Action – Ongoing.
 
Toilet Block.  No action has yet been taken in the removal of the toilet block.  
Action – E. Wylie, O. MacLennan, Cllr Barclay.
 
Youth Services.   Action-ONGOING.
 
Benches.  M. MacAndrew reported that the four benches were now in location and only needed securing/bolting which would be carried out next week. 

The Chairman recorded a ‘Vote of Thanks’ to Mark MacAndrew for his efforts in getting the benches.
Action- E. Wylie, M. MacAndrew & G. Phillips
 
Swimming Pool.    J. Cornwell reported that the presentation on  the 4 May 2004 took place and had a favourable reception from the Area Committee and would now be presented to Highland Council for prioritising and funding.
Action- ONGOING.
 
Lights for the Promenade at Rosemarkie.  M. MacAndrew spoke about the Amenities Group in Rosemarkie wanting to takeover the lease of the pavilion to raise fund for the village.
Action – ONGOING.
 
Signs Rosemarkie.    M.MacAndrew said that he had spoken again to ALL businesses in Rosemarkie who were all willing to donate to the cost of the signs.  He said that 3 signs were required.  P. McLoughlin said that he had priced the signs and if wooden ones were used they would cost less than £50 each.   M.MacAndrew said he would try get funds through business’s to cover the cost of the signs if the Community Council could pay for the planning permission.   This was agreed.
Action- M.MacAndrew,
 
Bus Stop Rosemarkie.  The Secretary confirmed he had sent a letter to the Rural Community Transport Officer requesting a reply to an earlier letter and a reply was still waited.  B. Skinner said that the timetable at the bus stop was unreadable.  The Secretary said he would speak to the Bus Company.
Action-Ongoing.
 
Pear Tree.   O. MacLennan is speaking to the Coop about them financing the pinning of the pear tree to the wall.
Action-O.MacLennan.
 
Xmas Tree.  It was agreed that discussions must take place in our June/July meetings
Action-Ongoing.
 
Fortrose Caravan Park.   Cllr Barclay reported that the Caravan Park had now been leased out.
Action- NFA.
 
Chain of Office.  The Chairman said that this was now in hand and that the History Group would pay when the exact cost of removal was known.
Action-Ongoing.
 
Flower Baskets.   G. Phillips reported that he had given flower baskets to the following: Rosemarkie – Plough, Post Office,Groam Museum,Butchers, Spar and the Crofters.Fortrose – Anderson’s, Antique Shop,  Martin Hoopers and Donnie Sutherland had taken two for the Bowling Green. One had also been given to the WRI but G. Phillips did not know where they were going to locate it.  He said that he had handed out all he had and bought four new ones.
Action – Ongoing.
 
Sea Defences.   J. Cornwell said that he was concerned over the Sea Defences at the area of the Caravan Park in Rosemarkie. B. Skinner said that she was concerned about further along nearer the village of Rosemarkie where there is a definite gap between the road and walltop!!
 Action – J. Cornwell to check and report.
 
Wall in Gollanhead Avenue.   Ian Noble said that he had spoken to the owners of the wall.
Action.  I. Noble
 
Ryebank Developers Conditions.   The Secretary reported that he had searched the files to find the conditions that the developers had agreed to and could not find them and had written to the Planners in Dingwall for a copy of them.  It was noted also that the Path between Ryebank and Gollanhead avenue was now completed.  The Secretary said there was another path used by members of the public, between Greenside Avenue and Munro Terrace which is well used but in a bad state of repair.  It was agreed that the Roads Department should be approached about getting this upgraded to a proper path.
Action - Secretary .
 

 
POLICE MATTERS.
 
There was no Police presence, however, Sgt George Nicholson had contacted the Secretary on Tuesday evening to say that he was having difficulty getting a Police Person to attend due to the shortage of Police.  The Secretary agreed to report any police matters to him after the meeting.
J. Cornwell said that he had attended a meeting where ‘Local Action Teams’ had been agreed in Ross-shire.
I. Noble said that he had been cycling at 5.30 in the morning and found an alarm going off, he went to the police station and found no one present, he then had to cycle home to telephone the police.  He said that in his opinion there should be a police presence.
O. MacLennan reported that there is still much speeding out of the village towards Fortrose especially at the ‘rush hour’, about 5-630 in the evening.

A discussion took place about the lack of Police in the area.  P. McLoughlin said that we should be directing our complaints not to the police but to Highland Council for more funding to get an increased police presence in the area.
 
CONSTITUTION

J. Cornwell reported that he and R. Nelson have been in discussion with Highland Council Policy Officer and the Area Manager about agreement on several points of the draft constitution which they are preparing.

He said that a sub committee should be set up and this was agreed as himself plus the Secretary, R. Nelson and O. MacLennan.

He also said the proposed constitution would not be ready for the AGM in June as the Standing Orders associated with the Constitution have yet to be drafted and a ‘description of the area’ is required.

The Chairman said that if the document is not ready for the AGM then a Emergency General Meeting would have to be called for,  to get the Constitution agreed.   He also said that ‘Youth should be discussed’.

The Secretary pointed out that the draft he had seen (although all members had not),  was proposing that the term of office of community councillors for our village, was proposing now to be extended from three to four years and that the date of our next election was 2005.  He said that this was not in accordance with our present constitution which said three years, which meant an election must take place this year.   This was agreed.  The Secretary was tasked with proceeding in taking the necessary steps to organising the election.

The Chairman said that the Registrar should be approached to act as the ‘Reporting Officer’. 
 
PLANNING
 
1.                   Mr & Mrs Chisholm, 9 Bridge Street, Rosemarkie, Erection of extension to house. The plans had been requested and were shown to the meeting.  No comments were raised.

2.                   Mr & Mrs Berry, Plot 3, Orchard, Ness Road,  Erection of House,  No comments were raised.

3.                   Mr & Mrs Davidson, Marine Nursing Home, Change of use of Living Accommodation into 4 Nursing Home Rooms.
            No comments were raised.

4.                   Fraser Hutcheson, Rosemarkie Road, Temporary Consent for existing horse shelter (renewal). No comment.

5.                   David Patience, 16a, Marine Terrace, Erection of Garage.  No comments were raised.

6.                   Moray Developments, Ryebank Court, Erection of 4 garages.  Many public objections. It was decided that there is no requirement for these garages and would only help to make the area less attractive.    Secretary to inform planners of our feelings.

7.                   Mr & Mrs Wainwright, Culloden, Plot 2 Lower Wards, Fortrose,  Erection of House. No Comments were raised.

8.                   D. Shepherd, 10, Waterfurrows, Fortrose, Erection of extension and porch. No comments were raised.

9.                   Gavin Ross, 2 Ness Way, Erection of conservatory. No comments were raised.

The Secretary confirmed that he had requested the detailed plans of all applications for our area and confirmed that no reply had yet been received.
CORRESPONDENCE
 
1.                   Scottish Water letter dated 20 April 04 with reference to the proposed Wastewater Treatment Works.

2.                   JD Hossack Letter dated 22 April 04 with reference to his objections to the Wastewater Plant.

3.                   Highland Health Council Annual Report for 2002-2003.

4.                   The Highland Council Booklet on the Budget Brief 2004-2005.
5.                  Joint Health Improvement Plan meeting on the 19 May 04.   Action – J. Cornwell
 
FINANCE
 
Nil.
 
TRAFFIC FLOW
 
P. McLoughlin proposed that to prevent vehicle congestion on the High Street in Fortrose when the public buses stop to pick up and drop off passengers, causing danger to pedestrians and road users alike, that the both stops on each side of the High Street are removed.   The bus stop for the village, with proper bus shelters, should be near the Church of Scotland, where the road is much wider and will cause much less congestion.   There is also enough space for a bus shelter which is not possible on the High Street. Request bus stops at West End of the village were also proposed.  This was Seconded by M. MacAndrew.
B. Skinner proposed in opposition of the above proposal that things should not change, she felt that many people would be against having to walk to the Church.  This was seconded by G. Phillips.

The Chairman said that he understood how people hate changes, but felt that this original proposal to stop buses halting on the High Street may help to prevent congestion.  He said if this was tried, the public would be aware that we ‘the Community Council’ are trying to do something to improve the street congestion. 

A vote was then taken and the proposal to have village bus stops at the church was ‘carried’.
Action – Secretary
 
KEEPING THE PUBLIC INFORMED
 
A. lengthy discussion took place about how the community councilcould  keep the public informed of what is taking place.
O.MacLennan highlighted the complaints which arose from the Treatment Plant.  The Chairman reminded everyone that our Minutes cannot be published until after they are adopted,  which is one month later,  at the next meeting.

It was suggested that a paragraph, ‘of what is happening’ in the rurals, should be put in the Ross-shire Journal after each meeting, giving a short statement on the topics of the meeting.   Thus giving members of the public the opportunity to be aware of what is going on in the community and if they wish contact council members for more information.

This was agreed and a procedure for highlighting the topics was agreed.
Action - Secretary
 
A.O.C.B.
 
1.         J. Crawford said that he saw a elderly lady trip up on a raised paving stone in Castle Street, she fortunately didn’t fall but could have. He then noticed that how uneven all the paving stones were.    The Chairman asked that everyone have a good look at this problem in both villages and report findings at the next meeting.

2.         M. MacAndrew reported that the work being carried out in the Fairy Glen is a mess!!  Mud everywhere and it is a disgrace were his comments.   The Chairman said he would visit tomorrow.

3.         M. MacAndrew said that the large trees on the side of the path leading to the pavilion on the Rosemarkie beach are becoming a danger to the public.  He said that he had approached Kincurdie Estate who said it was not their problem. Action - S

4.          B. Skinner reported that the Dog Poo Bin on the Rosemarkie Beach is too small. She also said one is required at the tennis courts and one at the end of the RosemarkieCaravan Park.   Action – Secretary.

5.         M. MacAndrew reported that the pavement in Munro Terrace which had been damaged 6 weeks ago still had not been repaired.   Action - Secretary
6.         I. Noble spoke of the damage caused in the Rosemarkie sportsfield by a heavy vehicle.   Cllr Barclay said that this was in hand and that Mr Patience was paying a local landscape person to do the repairs.

7.         A discussion took place with reference to the Avoch – Fortrose road and the delay of funds to get it upgraded. It was suggested and agreed that the other Councils which use this part of A832 should be invited to a meeting to discuss this matter.  Action - Chairman
 

 
Date of the AGM and the next meeting is 9 June 2004 at 0730pm
 
