Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 13th October 2004.
Present M.G. Philips (Chairman), J. Cornwell; E. Brown, J. Syer, M. Grigor, M. Rattray, 
M. MacAndrew, O. McLennan, J. Barclay, R. Ferrier, E.Wylie, S. Ferguson.

Apologies : D. Smith
In Attendance Cllr Barclay
Returning Officer M. Phimister
Area Manager HRC Malcolm McArthur

The meeting was opened by Returning Officer Mrs Marion Phimister who welcomed the new council members and the previous members. It was her duty to take nominations for Chairman and there being a sole nominee G. Philips, proposed by E. Wylie, seconded by M. MacAndrew, was appointed. After this Mrs Marion Phimister left the meeting.

The position of Vice Chairman had the two nominees of J. Cornwell and O.McLennan. There was a majority vote in favour of J. Cornwell, proposed by S Grigor, seconded by M. MacAndrew. After discussion, the position of Secretary was accepted by EM Brown, proposed by S.Ferguson, seconded by J. Cornwell, and the position of Treasurer was accepted by J Syer, proposed by S.Ferguson, seconded by M. MacAndrew.

1. Chairman's Opening Statement 

The new Chairman G. Philips welcomed the Council to the new session. reminding members that the council will meet on the second Wednesday of the month for each month of the year apart from August. The A.G.M. is held in June and there is an Annual Account.
He responded to a paper that had been presented to him by J. Syer. (copy available)

2. Apologies D. Smith

3. Points from the public. None. 
It is useful if there are to be points made by the public to have prior notice for consideration by Council: the public are allowed 15 minutes to make their points after which they must remain silent.

4.Minutes for the Meeting of 8th September were accepted.
Proposed by J Cornwell, seconded by E. Wylie.

5. MATTERS ARISING

The proposal by the Chairman to delay the discussion on traffic restrictions until the next meeting was accepted. Plans of the High Street will be made available to Council and the relevant extracts from previous minutes are to be copied and sent to new members.
This raised the question of 'conflict of interest' which should be declared on a voluntary basis by members. 
M. McArthur will send the statutory Code of Conduct leaflet to Council.




Sewage Plant
J Syer declared a conflict of interest as she is spokesman against the proposed site. Councillor Barclay stated that there is a lack of agreement between Scottish Solutions and Scottish Water and it will be approximately six weeks before this may be resolved. J. Syer has already received a letter from Scottish Water stating that they are not now looking for planning permission for this site. There is an unconfirmed suggestion that a secondary treatment sewage plant may be set near the cemetery.

Highland Small Communities Housing Trust (HSCHT)
J. Cornwell will prepare a one page draft questionnaire for Novembers meeting which will be sent out with a reply paid envelope.

Common Good Fund
An explanation of this fund was given for the benefit of new members. Money and assets have been gifted and the trustees are Highland Council. There are certain assets that may not be sold but which may be used by Highland Council.
We are awaiting the concluded financial report. The balance is rising; debts have been mostly repaid. There are £30,000 in fund with next to no outlay (no discretionary outlay). The balance sheet 2003-2004 is available.

Toilet Block
This will be removed by E.Wylie in the near future.

Youth Café 

Services are in. The ramp for the disabled is being put in place. There is an order to Ikea for the furnishings. Sam Torrens has funding from the Church of Scotland and Leisure and Resources at Highland Council may give support for a Youth-worker.
J.Syer and S.Ferguson to discuss an approach to the Lloyds Foundation for monies.

Lights and Signs, Rosemarkie

For the lights on the Promenade to operate the Pavilion requires to be open. More information is required.
Quotes have been obtained for the Tourist signs and shop-keepers ready to give donations.
Action M MacAndrew

Flower baskets 
Prizes awarded to Tea Cosy (Fortrose) and Jean McArthur (Rosemarkie)
This years baskets to be collected and stored, and a sub-committee for 2005 of S. Ferguson, S. Grigor and M. MacAndrew to be set up. There may be a charge for traders. J.Syer raised the question of Insurance, personal liability and Health and Safety. Cover to be checked by committee.
J. McArthur gave a donation of £15 to the flower basket fund to which the Treasurer will send a note of thanks.
Sea Defences 

M. McArthur replied to this. There is little money to deal with the problem areas There are two particular problem areas (a) sea wall at Rosemarkie and (b) there is maximum erosion at the Caravan site. It may be that the Common Good Fund should be used or there maybe funding from the Land-fill or the Quarry tax. Estimates are being sought.




Ryebank Developers Conditions 

Enquiry to Peter reference erection of fence. Action : Secretary.

Promenade Trees, Rosemarkie

Trees over-hanging beach are giving cause for concern. Also the Kincurdy Estate were given a grant to replace the trees which were removed and they have not been replanted.
Action Secretary – reminder to Kincurdy Residents Association.

POLICE MATTERS

There being no police presence. None.

FUN DAY

O. McLennan to form a sub-committee, the date decided on is the 20th August 2005.

PLANNING

Items were read out. 

1.Mr Donald Cumming, 3 Raddery, Fortrose. Erection of House, Garage and Outbuilding.
NO COMMENT.
Golf Club toilet was refused at meeting on the 28th September because o 'visual impact'
on residents in the area. FOR INFORMATION.
2.Mr and Mrs J. MacKenzie Cottages Wester Craiglands Refurbishment and Erection of 
Extension to two cottages. NO COMMENT.

CORRESPONDENCE

Action – To be taken at next Council meeting

FINANCE

No report.
A.O.C.B.

Remembrance Sunday
The Chairman has arranged for a wreath which he will lay at the Cathedral in Fortrose.All members were requested to be present at the ceremony.

NHS 24. 
O. McLennan has written on behalf of the Council. Check for copy of public consultation report J. Syer to oversee this.
Suggestion for each Council member to produce a brief personal history for the November meeting.
The Tavern bar has been granted the late night licence. Secretary to write to licensing court
re procedure which ignored consultation with this council.




AOCB (continued)

Police matters Concern was expressed by the general Council on the local problems of drug abuse, alcohol and vandalism. Inspector Chisholm to be invited by the secretary to the November meeting.

Local Action Team police have a share in this re Crime Prevention- J. Cornwell is a member

Civic Awards Nominations for next month for the categories of, Contribution to the Community and Good Neighbour.

Categories Healthy Living and Safety. M. MacAndrew to look after this.

Suggestion of BT removing pay phones. The Secretary will write to BT opposing their removal.

Vote of thanks to past members of Council. Secretary to write.

Councillor Barclay spoke on the parking in Fortrose. This will be discussed at length in the November meeting, as mentioned earlier.

Tin sheds between Avoch and Fortrose still to be dealt with.

Secretary to request that grit bins be filled now for the winter for the winter

Action Angel , the Christmas bus outing for the elderly and the disabled may not be necessary if, Shopmobility, Highland Region, will arrange it.

Christmas trees to be put up during Christmas week. One suggestion was to place a tree in the Cathedral. O. McLennan to contact Historic Scotland.

Swimming pool – there will be a meeting of the trustees on October 25th

Repair of pavements in Fortrose High Street, requiring a levelling of the tobys

State of road between Fortrose and Avoch requires attention. Councillor Barclay said that all monies were being spent in Inverness and that money was just not available for this.


Date of the next meeting is 10th November 2004 at 7.30pm.



Secretary :- Chairman



Proposed by

Seconded
