Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 10th November 2004.
Present M.G. Philips (Chairman), J. Cornwell; E. Brown, J. Syer, M. Grigor, M. Rattray, 
M. MacAndrew, O. McLennan, J. Barclay, R. Ferrier, E.Wylie, S. Ferguson.

Apologies D Smith

In attendance Cllr Barclay,
4 members of the public
Inspector John Chisholm

1.Chairman's Welcome The Chairman, Gwyn Philips, opened the meeting, with a welcome to the committee, Inspector Chisholm and the members of the public.

2.Apologies D Smith

3.Points from the Public W. Anderson, raised the matter of the Illegal parking on the High Street in Fortrose and stated that this is a main road network and those who parked were putting themselves 'above the law.' He stressed that from a safety point of view there was an 'accident waiting to happen.' He spoke at length from the two letters he had previously sent to the Council and from notes and reported that there are car parking areas for the disabled at a close proximity to the High Street.

4.The minutes of the 13th October were considered and with a minor adjustment, passed. Proposed by M. MacAndrew Seconded by S.Ferguson.
5.Matters arising

Sewage plant
A Newsletter has been issued by CRAG, a summary of which will be produced.

HSCHT ( Highland Small Communities Trust )
This is in hand and will be drafted for the next meeting. 
Toilet block
Still to be capped and it will then be demolished. Action E. Wylie

Youth cafe
O. McLennan reported on the Youth café opened on Saturday 06th November with appropriate press coverage. Thanks are due to Peter McLoughlin who was first to initiate this concept. Thanks are also due to Councillor Barclay and for the support and effort of all involved.

Lights and Signs. 
M. MacAndrew reported on the sensor lights for Rosemarkie Pavilion. He had discussed this with the local police. Planning permission will be required and this will be done under the council's name.

Flower baskets. To be collected and stored. Action S. Ferguson, S. Grigor and 
M. MacAndrew 

Sea Defences.
J Cornwell reported on the state of erosion of Rosemarkie beach and also at the Caravan Park. There is a suggestion that the Common Good Fund maybe used for this repair, which may cost up to £30,000. This was questioned by the Council and should be investigated further. Action : J.Cornwell

6. Police Matters.
Inspector J.Chisholm, who is responsible for the area of the Black Isle and Wester Ross, was welcomed by the Chairman. Inspector Chisholm gave a summary of the local Police presence, highlighting the successes and the problems.
He stated that there is an effective 'clean-up rate' of about two out of three crimes. This compares favourably with other areas.
In our local area there are some day time break-ins causing concern but the police do attribute this to one person or group.
The opening of the Youth Café in Fortrose should have a positive affect on under- age drinking and cut down on the noise and disturbance which this leads to. Some parents from outside this area leave their children to wander the streets at the weekend as Fortrose is perceived as a safe haven and this is how some problems arise.
Inspector Chisholm believes that locally drugs are less of a problem than alcohol.
Where there is anti-social behaviour the recent initiative allows for the use of dispersal orders, but often the presence of a police van can be sufficient.
There is a new officer, Andrew Sheppard, in the tidier Fortrose Police station and opening hours maybe posted in the station window.
Inspector Chisholm was thanked for his efforts.
7. Planning 
1)Alterations and Erect Extension 3 Waterfurrows, Fortrose. No Comment
2)Erect Extension to house –12 Greenside Avenue, Rosemarkie. No Comment.
3)Erect House and Garage- Grounds of 12 Marine Terrace. Not against development but concern on the following
i)Access to street is considered dangerous
ii)Adjacent to conservation area.
iii) Not compatable with local red sandstone
iv)Objection to removal of wall
4)Erect extension and car-port- Ivernia, Courthill Road, Rosemarkie. No Comment
5)Site LPG Storage Tank- 3 Bridge Street, Rosemarkie. No Comment
6)Re-roof S/D Cottages (Listed building consent)3 and 4 St Andrews Walk, Fortrose. No Comment
7)Erect house and garage- Garden ground -Allanbank, Rosemarkie. No objections to house. Objection to removal of fine row of trees. The presumed presence of a well and the removal of the trees may create a problem of surface water and drainage.
8. Correspondance A list of letters was received from the following
Mrs Anne Jack, The Oaks, Fortrose dealt with under Item10
Mr Allan Pearks Arkendeith House: dealt with under Item 10
Mrs S. Comfort The Tea Cosy, Fortrose : dealt with under Item 10
Mr. J Anderson , the Anderson, Fortrose: dealt with under Item 10.
Mr W.Anderson St. Boniface, Fortrose: dealt with under Item 10
Mr. R. Ferrier 37A High Street, Fortrose: dealt with under Item10.
Mr D. Mackay : dealt with under Item 10.

9.Finance
Income – None banked since last meeting but monies to be deposited on the 11th which will be reported at the next meeting.
Expenditure None
This due to new signatories having to complete the necessary paperwork for the bank, this is now complete and the cheques for outstanding bills will be written in the near future.
Statement of Accounts
Treasurers £2640.07
Tennis Courts £3.76
Please note the 2nd account should have been closed some time ago but a cheque paid out was mislaid and never cashed, the new signatories will take action to close this account as soon as possible.
Request for bills to be paid in the next month
£20 for the Remembrance Sunday wreath.
£15 for a request for a late payment for our membership of Rural Scotland ( please note the late request is not the fault of the C.C.)
£38.78 for the hire of barriers during the Fortrose funday.

10. Fortrose High Street
The Chairman reported on the letters received from members of the local community (as listed under Item 8.).
R. Ferrier a member of the local traders said that parking facilities were available in the High Street in Rosemarkie and Avoch and he could not understand why Fortrose should be different. He said it was important for local traders for customers to be able to collect heavy shopping and if this was not the case then traders would miss out. He remarked that his van slowed down the traffic, and this was useful.
Inspector Chisholm said that parking has a low priority in the policing of the area. Obviosly cars should not cause an obstruction but there had only been a few parking tickets issued in the last few months. He agreed there had been no causalities but speeding cars could cause concern.
He said that the feedback he had on the enforcement of the No Waiting on the High street was positive.
Councillor Barclay remarked on the recent improvements including the disabled parking behind the chemist; also the Tavern lane now kept clear and the possibility of disabled parking in Cathedral Square. Highland Region have the 'Twenty is plenty' policy. There will be a traffic calming change in Academy Street.
J.Syer requested the education of the public with notices and posters in shop windows. There should be a time limit. And for safety a 'yellow box' at the Royal Hotel.

The Chairman requested that a proposal be presented
R. Ferrier proposed that parking be allowed in bays on the High Street and more parking space allowed outside the bank towards the middle of the High Street.

O.McLennan proposed the protocol of parking only on the Left hand side of the road, with a 20 minute waiting time.
G.Philips added that both bus stops should be in the same part of the street and this would create a natural no waiting area and allow more parking bays. Also the possibility of having a pedestrian crossing outside the chemist.

The Chairman summarised the proposal of allowing parking bays on one side of the High Street, time limited to 20 minutes, extending the parking from the bank and investigating the possibility of moving the bus stop from the post office to opposite the other stop with a pedestrian crossing by the chemist.


This was proposed by R. Ferrier and seconded by J. Barclay.
This was passed unanimously.
J. Yuill would be notified of this proposal and asked to produce feasibility studies and a time span for implementation.
Inspector Chisholm is willing to be supportive over this issue.

11. A.O.B.C.

1. Re-site the Fortrose notice board, possibly on R. Ferrier's wall. The Co-op Dividend scheme may fund this. Action. J. Syer and R. Ferrier

2. The gullies should be checked where there previously was flooding. They are clear at the moment.

3.Feddon Hill :-Proposed that the money received by the planning department from O'Brian's be used to pay for footpath improvements (£4,300).
Proposed J.Syer Seconded R.Ferrier
.


5. O.McLennan asked for the requested monies to be paid to the St. Boniface committee.
Proposed G. Philips. Seconded M. McAndrew.

6. Action Angel: Shopmobility are involved with the elderly disabled in Inverness and are not involved in collecting by bus. The Council should thus organise this. The date is the

07th December 2004 and Action S.Ferguson and R. Ferrier 

7.Christmas tree in the Cathedral. Power supply to be checked. Other option is within the Bank of Scotland frontage The tree will remain from the 13th December until the 06 January 2005 Action O.McLennan and J. Syer


Date of next meeting 08th December 2004 at 7.30p.m.
