Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 12th January 2005.
Present M.G. Philips (Chairman), J. Cornwell; E. Brown, J. Syer, J. Barclay, R. Ferrier, 
S. Ferguson, E.Wylie, O. MacLennan.

In attendance Cllr Barclay, M. Webb (public)


1. Chairman's welcome. The Chairman opened the meeting welcoming the members present, Councillor Barclay and M. Webb

2. Apologies. D. Smith, M. MacAndrew, E. Wylie, M. Rattray.

3. Points from the Public.

Letter read out from M. Webb, present, questioning amongst other items, the minimum distance of site required from housing in McKeddie Drive; the unsuitability of the movement of tankers through Fortrose High Street and concern over health hazards from waste.
The chairman emphasised that the Community Council only has a consultative role in planning and it is up to the Highland Councillors to take these decisions.Scottish Water Solutions ("SWS") has advised that the size of the building will be 25mx25m. The capacity of the plant will be such that it should cover the next 15 years of planned expansion in housing. Control of odour from the plant will conform to new legislation with carbon filters absorbing up to 100%. The question asked about the water table is for the engineers to deal with.
The building will be sympathetic to the environment and landscaping should have a softening effect. Mrs A. Ricketts made a request in her letter for a similar pleasing affect (letter also read out, Mrs Ricketts was not present.)

Councillor Barclay questioned if the land-owner had reached an agreement with SWS, if a Compulsory Purchase Order was issued this could take up to 18mths to go through.
J. Cornwell reported on the meeting in the Town Hall, Fortrose on Monday 10th January 2005, citing some points from the public, including a reasoned case that if the plant was now so improved (i.e.Tertiary as opposed to the original Primary standard) should the previous site not now be an option.

Other suggestions from members present were :-

1. Supplementary pump system required in case of breakdown.

ii) limit of 30mph between Fortrose and Rosemarkie.
In conclusion G. Philips (Chairman) praised the SWS for their communication of the Open Day, using media of radio and newspapers.
It was decided that a meeting will be arranged for the general public once SWS have released their Planning document.


4. Minutes of 8th December. The minutes were passed.
Proposed J.Cornwell Seconded R.Ferrier.

5. Matters arising

HSCHT J. Cornwell to meet with the Trust on Friday 14th January 2005, and expects to have questionnaire ready for distribution by end of January. Method of distribution still to be discussed.

Sea Defences Letter to Chief Executive, reply awaited.

Fortrose High Street Letter sent to J. Yuill. Chairman questioned available parking in Station Square as this impacts on the High Street. After discussion it was decided that there was not a problem with over-night parking by HGVs.


Noticeboard Co-op still considering funding a notice board but in the meantime apart from the library, the post offices and the Service point (the Leisure Centre) both R. Ferrier, High Street, Fortrose and the SPAR, High Street, Rosemarkie , will act as Service Points.

Feddon Hill Chairman to deal with and have clarified the request for the 'kissing gate' at the top of Feddon Hill. We should also establish our legal liabilities and the aspect of on-going maintenance if the contract for the construction of the path is let by the Council.

Christmas Trees O. MacLennan reported on his contact with Historic Scotland in positioning the Christmas tree in the Cathedral in Fortrose. With a small payment we can have an electrical socket for next year's Christmas tree lights. The meeting agreed. The Chairman thanked O. MacLennan for his efforts. A vote of thanks was also accorded to J. Syer, G. Phillips, E Wylie and a special thanks to Michael Wood for their efforts in organising and decorating all the Christmas trees. It was noted that none of the trees were vandalised in Fortrose, some lights were taken from the tree in Rosemarkie.

Police matters There has been a marked change to the good, of fewer public nuisance incidences in Fortrose and congratulations are due to the more marked police presence. Action Secretary Letter to Inspector Chisholm, copy to local Constabulary to express our thanks.

Hand rail Quotation obtained for hand rail- see Finance.

TEC Services After discussion it was agreed to make a request for a bottle bank in one of the two 
car parks in Rosemarkie. This to supplement the bottle bank in Fortrose.
Secretary to contact Services (John Herman)

Planning 1) Erect house and garage, 3, Dupac Gardens, Fortrose. J. Cornwell has written..
2)Erection of eight terraced houses. Phases 5b and 6 Feddon Hill. (i.e. 2 bedroom 
affordable houses) J. Cornwell has written to Albyn Housing. Reply awaited.
5)Erect house and garage – Garden ground at Falconwood, Courthill Road, Rosemarkie 
(possible problem with excess surface water) N.B. There is another house in this area 
where planning consent is sought.


Correspondence Anti-litter campaign, following on from K. Drought's letter Action.J. Cornwell request more dog waste bins. E. Brown to deal with suggestion of poster by Fortrose 
Academy.

R. Ferrier to contact HRC to further investigate Road Sweeper full time.
Beach clean up. S. Grigor may organise. Suggested dates as follows
12 March 2005 Rosemarkie beach
19 March 2005 Fortrose beach both 9.00am-12 noon.

General education of the public of all ages is required and it is hoped that this initiative by the Community Council may go some way towards this.
2) Consultation document from the Fire Service. E Wylie to draft letter for Secretary. Action: Secretary
3)D. Smith. Concern about over grown hedge in McKenzie Terrace. Action: Secretary.
4) Kincurdy Residents' Association. Reply awaited.

6.POLICE MATTERS. None

7. PLANNING 1) 43 High Street, Fortrose - replacement of timber sash windows. No Comment.

8. CORRESPONDENCE

1. M. Webb- See Points form the public re Sewage plant
2. Mrs A. Ricketts. –See points from the public re Sewage Plant.
3. Mrs E.D. MacLeod- Request for lights for the Glebe, in Rosemarkie. The area is dark and requires
extra lighting. 
Request was made for extra lighting in Rosemarkie in the area known as the 'orchard' which is situated between Greenside Avenue and Crawford Avenue and also in Fortrose between the Co-op and the Church of Scotland at Anderson Drive. The Secretary will contact HRC.
4. Request from the Groam Museum for the loan of the Provost's Chain. Agreed on condition that the chain is returned to the Bank during the three months of closure and that safety and fire regulations are in place. Proposed J.Cornwell Seconded O.MacLennan.

9.FINANCE
No Income since last meeting 

Expenditure
Cheque numbers 010212 M. MacAndrew, outstanding requests from January and June 2004 £82.98
010213 G. Philips for purchase of Christmas lights £47.48
010214 Final payment for P. McLoughlin for Secretary Honorarium £125
010215 the Andrewina Junor Trust for Xmas disbursements £236
010216 Royal British Legion for the Remembrance Day Wreath £20.00

Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.
Hire of bus for Action Angel to be confirmed
Purchase of an additional Christmas Tree £40
Purchase of Christmas tree ornaments £22

Statement of Accounts
Treasurers £2,164
Tennis courts £3.77.

The treasurer made a request for authorisation of the repair to the hand rails at Kincurdie Bridge Rosemarkie. The quote tabled was for the erection of a double hand rail on each side of the wooden bridge consisting of a top and centre rails with five uprights. This quote totalled £658.

However, during discussion at committee it was decided in the interests of Health and Safety a mesh or wire cover should be installed on the lower portion of the hand rails. The Treasurer agreed to contact the supplier and arrange for the change to original tender and organise the works to take place as soon as possible.

The committee recognised the request for additional work would incur some costs but authorised payment once works completed.


10.AOCB
1)G. Philips (Chairman) requested a permanent item on the Agenda of 'Roads and Pavements'. This was agreed and members are requested to bring a monthly list.

1. TEC Services are to be notified re-high pressure cleaning of gullies in Fortrose High Street. Action J. Cornwell

2. P.McAskill continues to keep the Feddon hill gullies clear.

3. J. Syer (see attached) raised the profile of Year of Culture 2007. Monies are now available for projects.

4. O. MacLennan has been asked by Friends of the Community to indicate the lack of drivers in their Community scheme. Some members expressed concern as to Insurance cover if monies were taken for mileage. G. Phillips to attend a working party with J.Cornwell.

5. After discussion O. MacLennan to bring a proposal to the next meeting to 'encourage the youth in Fortrose and Rosemarkie in involvement in local democracy.'Action. O.MacLennan.

6. J. Cornwell said the Town Hall floor requires attention, possibly waxing. Action J. Cornwell.
As there was no other business the Chairman closed the meeting and reminded the members that the date of the next meeting is Wednesday 09/02/2005. 
