Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council
http://www.fortrosemarkie.org/
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 09th March 2005.
Present M.G. Phillips (Chairman), J. Cornwell, E. Brown, J. Syer, E.Wylie, O. McLennan,
S. Grigor, S. Ferguson, J. Barclay, R. Ferrier.

In attendance Cllr Barclay, A. Shepherd (Police)


1. Chairman's welcome . The Chairman opened the meeting welcoming the members.

2. Apologies D. Smith, M. Rattray, M. MacAndrew

3. Points from the Public
1. Mr. J. Crawford, asked if there had been a development in the problems associated with the Feddon Hill path. Mr. Crawford was told that contact had been made with E. McArthur and that the Committee awaited the outcome of this. There is a the question of who owns and thus who has the responsibility to maintain the path. After the cost of the work, which O'Briens may do ,has been finalised then we will come back to him.
Mr Crawford thanked the Committee, he also suggested that wooden as opposed to concrete edging could be used.
1. Mr. I. and G. Keith asked for clarification from the Community Council of the minutes of 14 January 2004 and whether the previous and current Community Council were against the planning consent of two houses in the field at Chanonry Ness belonging to Mr.G. Keith. There had been a personal opposition by a Community Council member which Mr. I. Keith believed had influenced the perceived judgement of the Planning Department.
The Chairman stated that he was to propose a further meeting to discuss the local plan in full and the outcome of that meeting could not be pre-empted. The Chairman offered to contact the Highland Council by e-mail to indicate that the previous Council had not objected to this item and this was accepted by Mr I. and G. Keith, whilst the Chairman reminded those present that the freedom of any person to object on their own behalf remained paramount.
It was announced at this time that there will be a meeting of the Council to discuss the Local plan on Tuesday 15th March at 7pm in the Leisure Centre and all are requested to attend. Apologies were received from J. Syer and E. Brown
4. Minutes of 9th February 2005 
The minutes were proposed by J. Cornwell and seconded by O. McLennan.
5. Matters arising


SEWAGE WORKS
The existing storm out fall at the bottom of Plough Road which is used as an over-flow is to be repaired and work will begin at the end of March The Chairman to post the plan on the Rosemarkie noticeboard.
HSCHT (Highland Small Communities Housing Trust ) J. Cornwell said that the HSCHT Questionnaires had obtained over 300 replies an approximate 30% response which was excellent. The results will be available in due course.
Sea Defences Letter to Chief Executive. J Cornwell has still to obtain copy of lease at Caravan park. There is a legal problem regarding Coastal Defence policy. Highland Regional Council appear to have re-written this to their benefit, suggesting that they no longer require to repair /reconstruct the coastal defences. A decision by Highland Council Legal Department is awaited.
Fortrose High Street No reply from Highland Regional Council.


Noticeboard Letter to the Co-op.

Feddon Hill . See 3.(points from the Public) Action Chairman.

Police matters See Number 6.

Hand-rail Successfully in place. Possible action on other bridge at the beach at Rosemarkie to encourage disabled access and also to make the bridge safer. Highland Regional Council require to reply to aspects of safety within a fixed period. The Council were reminded that Community Projects from RACE (Ross and Cromarty Community Enterprise) have grants available. It maybe possible to apply for disabled access to the café by creating a path. The Chairman handed a grant application form to the Treasurer for completion.

TEC Services Discussion by Secretary with J. Hearmon. Request made for action of footpaths, J. Hearmon said that these particular paths are not under the action of Highland Region, but that he would investigate the ponding at the green lane.
Planning 
Phases 5b and 6 Feddon Hill. (i.e. 2 bedroom affordable houses) J. Cornwell has contacted Albyn Housing,who have written to O'Briens. On-going.

Anti-litter campaign
The anti-litter campaign is progressing slowly. A poster has been received from Fortrose Academy and this should be available for use in the villages during the next week. Other posters have been placed in the school and also in the shops to encourage attendance at the beach clean ups on Saturday 12th and 19thMarch.

Kincurdy Residents' Association. Meeting to be arranged. Action Secretary.

6. POLICE MATTERS The local policeman, Andrew Shepherd, was in attendance and was pleased to report a relatively quiet month in terms of the local area. O. McLennan reported an action of vandalism at the Tea Cosy, where an expensive plant appears to have been wantonly broken. It was suggested that this had occurred during the later part of the evening, about 11p.m, the 8th March when three youths, who had missed their bus were noticed in the High Street. Constable Shepherd said that Sgt. Nicolson knew two of their names and this would be followed up.

The Chairman thanked Andrew Shepherd for attending.
7. PLANNING 
1. There has been an application from the listed building at 15 High Street, Fortrose to knock down a section of building to replace it with a potting shed and also to build a small conservatory, which will be shielded by a high wall. Local neighbours do not object. No comment.

An extension to a building in McKeddie Drive was mentioned but no comment made as this was dealt with by the planners under delegated powers.
8. CORRESPONDENCE
1. Scottish Natural Heritage sent brochure and booklets. (Know the Code)

2.Highland Wellbeing Alliance. Community Planning of Safety Strategy and Joint Health Improvement Plan. Action S. Ferguson
3.Letter from Joanna Sneddon to Chairman, suggestion of grants available. Reply awaited
Action Chairman
4.Letter from group encouraging youth Summer Activity Programme. Action O. McLennan

9. FINANCE
No Income since last meeting 
Expenditure
Cheque numbers

010219 Annual payment to Calico for web-site £28.75

Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.
Hire of bus for Action Angel to be confirmed

Alasdair Grigor & co for work undertaken at the Kincurdie Bridge £846.00

Annual payment for membership to Rural Scotland. £ 15.00

Payment to J Cornwell for photocopying expenses. £ 7.00

Payment to Calico for underpayment by previous cheque of £ 0.63

Payment due to Secretary for six months honorarium, £125

Statement of Accounts
Treasurers £1,918.09 with outstanding bills to be paid of £993.63,
Note: no allowance made for Action Angel costs.

Balance remaining once known debts paid £ 924.46 
Tennis courts £3.78.
10 Roads and Pavements
Castle Street :- There is a section where the drain covers are causing a problem.
It was also suggested that 'Broad land's are no longer accepting responsibility and are in discusion with Highland Council.
11.AOCB
1. Benches at Fortrose Harbour and Channory Point require to be removed as they are in a state of
disrepair. There are also benches in the George the Vth play area which have been damaged.
Action Secretary
2.There was a proposal to request the re-instatement of bollards in the green lane, and to site them in the centre area, that is beside the pedestrian entrance from the car park.Proposed by J. Syer and seconded by O. McLennan. Action Secretary

3.There is pedestrian access behind Marine Terrace which is no longer accessible to the public and the planners are not enforcing this. Also the access to Marine Terrace from Ryebank adjacent to the Boat House. Action J. Cornwell
4.Dog fouling in Fortrose, particular attention was drawn to the lane beside the Tavern bar.

There is also an untidy amount of waste material being left in the recycling area of Station Square and it is sometimes difficult to park cars to off load material. This is a fluctuating situation and is difficult to patrol. Reminder to TEC Services .

5.Obstruction caused by overgrown hedge in 1) Strathallan 2) Deans Road, Fortrose. The roads department to be notified.

6. The position of stones in a particular garden in Feddon Hill to allow increase of the garden plot this should be checked. Also the minimum legal distance of such stones from the edge of the road.

7.Request for the bus shelter to be moved from Gowanbrae to the football pitch, and also a suggestion of a one way system in this part of Rosemarkie. Highland Council say they have no money.
It should be noted that the project for upgrading the tennis courts at Rosemarkie is no longer under the direction of the Community Council but is being undertaken by the Ammenities Association and there are plans for the café, tea room etc.
8.A letter is to be sent to the Tea Cosy to commiserate with them over the apparent vandalism which resulted in a plant being broken and to say how much the Community Council endorse their efforts to maintain a pleasant frontage.

9.J. Cornwell announced that there may be a change in Highland Region Transport policy, involving items such as dial-a-bus, late night buses and other pertinent changes for the Black Isle. But due to lack of time this was deferred until the next meeting.

10. The Chairman suggested creating a charitable status company for Fortrose and Rosemarkie which would allow the community a right to buy land for affordable housing in the local area, but due to lack of time this was also deferred, until the next meeting
Date of the next meeting: Wednesday 13th April 2005 at 7.30 p.m.




------------------------------------------Chairman
