Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council
http://www.fortrosemarkie.org/
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 13th April 2005.
Present M.G. Phillips (Chairman), J. Barclay, E. Brown, J. Cornwell, S. Ferguson, S. Grigor, 
R. Ferrier, O. McLennan, M. Rattray, J Syer, E.Wylie

In attendance Cllr Barclay, G. Keith (Pub;lic), A. Shepherd and Yvonne Robb (Police)


1. Chairman's welcome . The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming the members and Cllr Barclay and Mr G. Keith

2. Apologies D. Smith, S. Ferguson, M. MacAndrew

3. Points from the Public
Mr. G Keith asked if the Community Council opposed his planning application for two new houses to be built in the area of the Ness. The Chairman replied 'No'. Mr G Keith asked why a member of the Community Council had made a survey of neighbouring households seeking opinion on the proposed two houses. Mr Keith was concerned that there was an element of prejudice. The Chairman reported that the survey, which was carried out at his request, was of persons usually notified by the planning department under neighbour notification, and had shown that there was one household in favour and three against. The Chairman reminded the Council that it was important to represent all persons and not just the interests of particular individuals.

Many of the Council members felt that this survey was unusual and unnecessary and that as it had not been agreed to by Council, it should not have taken place. Any future survey should take place with at least two members in attendance. There was much discussion on the number of houses to be built in the field, and although Mr G. Keith was reassuring that it was his intention to build only two houses, it was also suggested that another planning application to build more houses in the vicinity was expected.
4. Minutes of 09th March 2005 These were coupled with the notes of 01 March, 15th March and 07th April.
The minutes of 09th March were proposed by J. Syer and seconded by J. Cornwell
5. MATTERS ARISING

Feddon Hill.
Reply awaited from James Farquhar on progress and on the amount of money remaining.
Sewage Works
See planning
HSCHT (Highland Small Communities Housing Trust ) Still to be completed. The matter of affordable housing was again raised and, to the dismay of those involved, the reality was that it is almost impossible in law to control house prices before or after the initial sale. There will be a discussion in September 2005 on this subject. The Chairman said he would request that the relative percentage increase in 'affordable housing ' in the local area should be in line with the results of the HSCHT survey. This was agreed.
Sea Defences Letter J. Cornwell now has a copy of the lease. Action O. MacLennan and J. Cornwell.

Fortrose High Street Reply from Highland Regional Council still awaited.


Noticeboard J. Syer has received information from the Co-op Regional Operations manager. There is a safety problem with placing the Notice-board beside the Cash point at the Fortrose Co-op and they will require to discuss this further. Action J. Syer

Police matters See number 6

Hand-rail Grant application is on-going.
TEC Services No further action needed.
Planning Completed
Anti-litter campaign
Beach clean was successful. Also, there were several press releases and pictures in the North Star and Ross-shire. Thanks in particular to E. Wylie and S. Grigor for their efforts in removing the rubbish sacks.
There was a proposal that the paths in the golf course should be cleaned and the Council would be prepared to be involved in a joint clean up with the golf course.. Action Secretary.
Kincurdy Residents's Association. A meeting has taken place and E. Brown is now in discussion with the Residents Association, the Highland Council and the Woodlands Trust and will report back. Action Secretary.
6. POLICE MATTERS The local policeman, Andrew Shepherd, was in attendance with his fellow officer, Yvonne Robb. The Chairman warmly welcomed their presence. Constable Shepherd said that in the last month there had been a slight increase in acts of vandalism and three assaults by minors on minors, all contributing to an unfortunate increase in anti-social behaviour. Much of this, he said, could be attributed to alcohol consumption. It is important for members of the public to notify the Police station in Fortrose if there are problems.
Inspector Chisholm of Dingwall, it was reported, believed that with the new initiatives, including an increase in staffing levels, there was reason for optimism.
7. PLANNING
Report on site meetings and hearings at Rosemarkie.
1. Allanbank. Refused.
2. Falconwood Approved by committee although recommended for refusal by planning officer.
3. Brae Cottage. A conversion of an 'l' shaped building. No comment.

4. A change in the internal plan of the upstairs area at the Tavern bar, Fortrose. No comment.

5. Sewage plant A meeting to be held on Monday 18th April from 7-9pm at the Black Isle Leisure centre. Posters to be issued. There are two planning applications from Scottish Water Solutions for two different dates. This may lead to confusion for the public. The area of the macerating system is to be extended by 20x25m. It was noted that the main plant had been moved nearer Rosemarkie and the appearance of the building should have a more sympathetic profile. No further comments.

6. Precinct There had been an information meeting held in the Dolphin Room, The Black Isle Leisure Centre, 0n 07 April 2005, copy of the notes are attached. There is a concern for the safety of the members of the public, should this plan be agreed. It was agreed that the council's submission be based on the notes as presented.
8.CORRESPONDENCE
1. Groam House Museum. Request for Matriculation of Arms document, and also the video of the Quincentenary celebrations. It was important that historical material should be kept safely. Action Secretary.
2. Fuel Poverty awareness event.

3. Highland Council Agenda papers are now on www.highland.gov.uk

4. Highland Wellbeing Alliance. There is a meeting on 26th April in the Black Isle Leisure Centre. There is a meeting with the topic 'Community Safety' in the theatre, Fortrose Academy on the 27th April. All welcome.

5. Lauderdale Development Trust are holding a Convention for Community Councils on the 14th and 15th May 2005. Favourable rates.

6. B.T. Public Payphones to be removed. Action Secretary to object.

7. Community Engagement and Facilitation 28-29 April.

8. Insurance Policy received from Highland Council.

9. The Co-operative have written to us commending us to join their initiative. Also to request nominations.
9. FINANCE
Income
Bank Interest payment of £ 1.13

A donation of £125 has been received for the specific purpose of starting a fund to purchase Christmas street lighting for the main streets of Fortrose and Rosemarkie. This will be kept in the main bank account but reserved for such expenditure as and when it occurs.

Total Income for March = £126.13

Expenditure
Cheque numbers
010222 Alasdair Grigor & Co for work undertaken at the Kincurdie Bridge, £846.00
010220 Annual payment for membership to Rural Scotland, £ 15.00
010221 Payment to J Cornwell for photocopying expenses, £ 7.00
010223 Payment to Calico for underpayment by previous cheque of £0.63
Payment due to Secretary for six months honorarium, £125
Total expenditure for March = £993

Tennis Court Account
Cheque Number 010004 Rosemarkie Amenities Association £ 3.78
Please note this now closes this account

Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received

Hire of bus for Action Angel £70
Expense incurred by Community Council Secretary to be confirmed
Annual fee for membership of Association of Scottish Community Councils £30
Statement of Accounts
Treasurer's = £1,072.59


It was noted that this will be the final year end figure recorded in the annual income and expenditure statement for year ended 31st March 2005.


It was agreed to appoint an auditor to review the accounts which will be presented to the May meeting and that the Chairman and Treasurer are authorised to send these accounts to the auditor prior to the next meeting to enable the Highland Council to pay the annual grant.

10 Roads and Pavements
Action to be taken re the stones creating an obstacle at Feddon Hill. Action Secretary.
11.AOCB
1. After a discussion with Cllr.W. Barclay as to a financial input to the local nursery school from O'Briens, it was suggested that the Nursery school should ask the Community Council to request funding on their behalf. Action E. Wylie.
2. Congestion on Rosemarkie High Street at early periods of the day. A traffic calming scheme maybe appropriate. The car-park at the Marine Nursing home may be used. Information to Police at May Council meeting. A letter should be written to the area manager enquiring about the status of the car park as it is believed it is leased by the Highland Council to the Marine. Action Secretary
3. Broken windows in the town hall require to be repaired. Perhaps Insurance policies should be checked. To be reported to Highland Council. Action Secretary
4. Beach café at Rosemarkie should be made available for public use. It is disappointing that the café remains closed.

5. Suggestion that Raddery school may close down.
Date of the next meeting: Wednesday 11th May 2005 at 7.30 p.m.




------------------------------------------Chairman
