Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council
http://www.fortrosemarkie.org/
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 11 May 2005.
Present M.G. Phillips (Chairman), J. Barclay, E. Brown, J. Cornwell, D. Smith, S. Grigor, 
R. Ferrier, M. Rattray, J Syer, E.Wylie

In attendance Cllr Barclay, A. Shepherd (Police)


1. Chairman's welcome . The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming the members and Cllr Barclay.

2. Apologies S. Ferguson, O. McLennan

3. Points from the Public None.

4. Minutes of 13th April 2005 The minutes of 13th April were proposed by E. Wylie and seconded by R. Ferrier and with two minor amendments, approved.
M. Mac Andrew has decided to withdraw as a Community Council member and the secretary has written accepting and expressing our gratitude for his period of service.

Along with an advert in the Ross-shire next week announcing the AGM on the 08th June 2005 will be a request for nominations for a member of the public to fill this vacancy on the Community Council.
5. MATTERS ARISING

Feddon Hill.
Reply still awaited from James Farquhar.
Sewage Works
See planning
HSCHT (Highland Small Communities Housing Trust ) Still to be completed
Sea Defences On going. Legal action is being taken by the Caravan-park with reference to the ownership of the sea ward paths.
Fortrose High Street Reply awaited.


Noticeboard Now the pear tree has stopped growing it maybe possible to place the notice board in this position. Action J. Syer

Police matters See number 6

Hand-rail Grant application is in.
Anti litter campaign is on hold. Golf course clean-up- possible problems with the legality of members of the public on the course. On hold.
Kincurdy Meeting with E. Brown and N. Richards (HC) being arranged.
Planning
1. Allanbank is now for sale.

2. Precinct There have been 140 objections to the plan for traffic lights. A site meeting is likely when the application comes before the Highland Region Planning Committee. It was suggested that Halcrow should attend to explain how it would work and also to make a case to the planners but this would be up to the developer to arrange.
Correspondence
1. Groam House Museum. Material has been collected

2. Highland Wellbeing Alliance. The meeting was not well attended. It concentrated on the two areas of the elderly and the young. The overall picture for the elderly is the concern of pensions and transport and their ability to live safely on their own. Highland Youth questions the amounts of monies spent on the major centres such as Eden Court. Effective small Arts Groups also need funding e.g. for Scottish Opera touring

3. Lauderdale Development As they are interested in re-instating 'Royal burghs', we would like to be kept informed.

4. B.T. Public Payphones. The ones in our area are not being. Thus we cannot object. However objections from areas have resulted in a decrease in removal.

5. Co-op J. Syer has been in contact with the Co-op to enquire if we can be involved as a group.
Roads and pavements
There is a question over the position of the entrance to the park in Gollanhead Avenue in Rosemarkie. It is unlikely that the speed bumps will be moved and from a safety point of view for children we should consider altering the entrance. Action Cllr. Barclay and R. Ferrier.
AOCB
1. E. Wylie arranging for a letter from the local nursery.
2. Windows are now repaired in the town hall. Thanks to all concerned.

3. Much interest in the Beach café and it is hoped that it will open soon.

4. With the closure of Raddery School it was suggested that, after the sale, money maybe available for the Black Isle swimming pool project. However re-location of personnel and pupils may absorb some of the monies.
6. POLICE MATTERS.
The Chairman welcomed Constable Shepherd. The Community Council are most grateful for his regular presence at the Council meetings. He gave an account of the occurrences throughout the previous month, reassuring the Council that compared to other areas in Highland we are most fortunate. There were two assaults between minors, both female; five breaches of the peace (mostly from noisy parties); four thefts, two of which have been solved (one by a regular drug user.) There were four drug seizures, and six removal of alcohol from minors. There were four incidents of damage – one outstanding one was graffiti on the local St. Andrews church.

Constable Shepherd's attention was drawn to the problems of overnight parking in Rosemarkie High Street and he was positive in his offer of assistance. He also made note of the concern for safety in the placing of rocks external to a garden in the Feddon hill area.

We look forward to welcoming A. Shepherd at our next meeting and for his input to the Council meetings.

7. PLANNING
LOCAL PLAN There will be a Public Local Inquiry meeting in the Fortrose Town Hall on the 30th June 2005 and the 1st of July 2005 G. Phillips introduced his draft of Precognition and issued copies to all members . Both M. Rattray and E. Wylie declared an interest at this point.

Members raised various points. The answer to 'what is affordable housing ' is that it is a pre-set countrywide figure of £78,000. It is difficult for local families to purchase property at an affordable price, to ensure that there is an available work-force.
The need for another primary school in the area will be determined by what is at the moment a falling school roll. The primary school at Newhall will soon be merged with that at Cullicuden.
G. Phillips will include in his precognition the results of the survey by HSCHT in terms of the percentage need for affordable housing and with the approval of Council will submit this to Planning. The precognition as presented was approved.
SEWAGE The existing maceration plant will be extended as a pumping and holding station by

25 metres, towards Rosemarkie. There was a suggestion that the remaining land be donated to the Common Good Fund, possibly as a dog walking area for the caravan site.
The pipe highlighted by Mrs H. Barker's letter (see Correspondence) is NOT subject to planning and of this the Community Council were unaware.

Craigielea House has requested planning for a house in the garden grounds, as there are no plans available the Executive will deal with this and report back. Questions of access and safety should be considered.
8. CORRESPONDENCE
1. Resignation of M. MacAndrew

2. Letter from H. Barker ref. Sewage pipe.

3. Reply from Bob Cameron.

4. A. Mackay, Highland Council, re- Insurance policy

5. Trafalgar Day, request to organise a celebration of this date. No action.

6. Pilot programme for funding for 2007. E.g. Connecting Communities, which will involve a walk in August 2005 between Avoch and Fortrose. (organiser Owen Smith, Munlochy)
9.FINANCE
Income

Bank Interest payment of £ 1.23

Total Income for April = £1.23

Expenditure
Cheque numbers

010224 Fraser's Garage for hire of bus for Action Angel £70.00

010225 Annual payment for membership of

The association of Scottish community Councils. £30.00

Total expenditure for April = £100

Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.

Expenses incurred by Community Council Secretary £122.96

Late payment to G Phillips for expenses incurred in May 2004 £ 43.09

Statement of Account


Treasurers £962.07

The Draft Annual Account summary attached was also submitted for discussion
10 Roads and Pavements The secretary has written to TEC services and Highland Council on numerous subjects with reference to Roads and pavements and has rarely received a response. Whilst appreciating that actions may be taken without the Council being notified it was suggested that outstanding problems should be sent again to the appropriate agencies . Councillor Barclay volunteered to support the Community Council in this endeavour.
11.Hanging Baskets
S. Grigor, E. Wylie and S. Ferguson to organise.
12 A.O.C.B.
1.Fun day on the 27th August, O. McLennan to organise.

2. Dog mess is still not being removed by some owners. This is unacceptable.
3.S. Grigor raised the question of the lack of improvement in the tennis courts at Rosemarkie beach. It is most unfortunate that there has been no progress. G. Phillips to liaise with the Rosemarkie Amenities Association.
4. There is a request for litter bins in the front at Rosemarkie beach . Cllr. Barclay to deal with this.

5. Request for benches at the harbour at Fortrose. Action G. Phillips.
6.There has been a sign erected saying that an area donated by a local resident for children to play football in the Ness area, should be only for children from that area. Clearly this is not acceptable.
S. Grigor to investigate.

The AGM of the Fortrose and Rosemarkie will be held on the 08th June at 7.30pm.
Date of the next meeting: Wednesday 08th June 2005, after the AGM
------------------------------------------Chairman
