Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council
http://www.fortrosemarkie.org/
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 13 July2005.
Present G. Phillips (Chairman) J. Cornwell, E. Brown, M. Rattray, J Syer, O. McLennan,

S. Ferguson, R. Ferrier.

In attendance Cllr Barclay, Grant, A. Smith, D. Morrison, D. Mackay.
1. Chairman's welcome . The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming the Council members, Cllr Barclay and the members of the public present. The chairman apologised for his absence at the previous meeting and AGM. He said that as we were now entering a new session he wished to thank the Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council members for their efforts in the past year. G. Phillips commented that of his six years on Council this had been the most demanding, much has been required of this relatively new Council. However it is important to improve our procedures. Thus for the September meeting he wished Council members to consider how this might be achieved and he asked for this review to be placed on the Agenda.

2. Apologies : E. Wylie, S. Grigor, D. Smith, J. Barclay.

3. Points from the Public : Two groups were identified.
1.CRAG Sewage works J. Syer left the table and declared a conflict of interest. She then issued the following statement.
CRAG (Concerned Residents Action Group) is now better informed than a month ago having received information from Scottish Water and the Planning Department. CRAG particularly found helpful the comment sheets signed by the public at the meetings held on the 10th January and 18th April 2005.

However whilst they feel there was initially some confusion caused by the letters written by the Community Council this has now been clarified by subsequent correspondence to both Scottish Water and the Planning Department.
CRAG would like to take this opportunity to say that the group remains keen to assist the Community Council in the Community Planning Process
2.Feddon Hill. D. Mackay, who has been a resident here for over fourteen years, asked for the support of the Community Council in respect of the tarmac of the footpath from Feddon Hill to the village. Highland Council had previously arrested the completion after a dispute between them and the builder O'Briens. At one period the surface had been repaired by a Youth party, but this surface had been removed in the floods. The area is also unlit and is a quagmire during wet periods. It is a hazard to people who use it, but it is a vital access to the village.

D. Mackay informed the meeting that there is money 'in the kitty' of approximately £4,800 for this project and that he would be willing to be involved in the completion, provided the Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council were supportive. It was agreed that the Council would request D. Mackay to indeed be involved in this project. Councillor Barclay agreed to be involved and to make a request to O'Briens for any extra funding required.

The Chairman thanked all members of the public for attending and they left the meeting.
4. Minutes of 08 June 2005 The minutes of 08 June were proposed by O. McLennan and seconded by J. Syer with the amendments of there being three candidates for the position of Community Councillor and also that the appointment would take place at the July meeting, approved.
5. MATTERS ARISING

Feddon Hill.
Following on from the plea from D. Mackay and as long as no responsibility is attached to the Community Council this work should go ahead quickly. Action G. Phillips.
Sewage Works No further progress, Provisional date of meeting is 08/08/05 with a local venue to be announced.
HSCHT (Highland Small Communities Housing Trust )
Report (to view contact web-site in the minutes of the June meeting)
Sea Defences On going.
Fortrose High Street Reply awaited. Action G. Phillips
Noticeboard An agreement has been reached from the Co-op and once the viability of the pear tree has been confirmed it should be possible to mount a notice board in this area. Action J. Syer

Police matters No comment.

Kincurdy An assessment was made in July by N. Richards of Highland Council accompanied by E. Brown and a report is awaited. Disappointment was expressed by N. Richards on the regeneration which has taken place subsequent to the previous work. This will require immediate spraying before re-planting. Concern was also expressed in an overall untidiness, with over hanging branches requiring to be removed and felled trees remaining on site.
The path leading from the Kincurdy estate along the beach is becoming over grown and a request should sent for this to be trimmed. Action to be taken on the area of woodland close to the beach and dog walking area where there are trees which require to be removed as a matter of urgency. Action Secretary.
Planning : Precinct - Number of houses to be reduced to eleven from nineteen . Nothing further, except a petition will be submitted.
Correspondence
The 'Connecting Communities' group will hold a fair at Fortrose Academy on October 20/10/05 as part of a build up to 2007. Action J. Cornwell
Black Isle Forum :- 29th June 2005. Report from J. Cornwell (see attached)

Carers week, open day, Thursday 16th June 2005, S. Ferguson reported . Carers require access to CAB and their telephone in Inverness is 01463
A.O.C.B.
The chimneys above the old post office still require to be checked under Health and Safety.
Action J. Cornwell.
More dog bins are required. The picnic area on Academy Street requires a larger type of bin. Bins at Channory point now appear to be emptied on Tuesdays and Thursdays instead of on Tuesday and Friday. Why?Action Secretary
Roads and pavements
It was suggested that money may become available from the Common Good fund for a 'kissing gate' in the area of Gollanhead Avenue. Action Cllr. Barclay
It has been suggested that the Common Good fund should have a considerable surplus this financial year and the Secretary should establish the amount from Highland Council.
6. POLICE MATTERS. The Chairman welcomed B. Turnbull. His report included an assessment of the previous month's problems. These included 17 breaches of the peace. There had been various phone calls about local noise problems- usually in Fortrose and Rosemarkie. Alcohol had been removed from minors. There had been 3 reported thefts (in Rosemarkie, Balblair and Culbokie). A housebreaking at Newhall with apparently nothing taken. This concluded Constable Turnbull's report. He was thanked for his attendance.
7. PLANNING
1. Mr and Mrs Jensen –request for two holiday cottages at Hillock head. No comment

1. G. Phillips was present at the two days of local enquiry.

2. Day 1 dealt with affordable housing. It was agreed that there may be an increase in the number required of the developers from 25%to 50%.

3. The proposed filing station will not be built.

4. There is a total of 240 houses in the plan. (50 already built ) compared with housing requirement of 141 identified in the housing survey.

5. Ness Way Further to the two houses proposed by G. Keith, Mr Stewart has made a convincing case for 5 houses along the fence line in the lower field. The reporter may come back for a hearing due to the detailed proposals made by Mr. Stewart. Action G. Phillips.
6. Rosemarkie – houses are not to be built on the sloping part of the ground which forms part of the designed landscape.

7. Hutchison –the Highland Council is very much against building on the land on the east side of Ness Road.
A vote of thanks was proposed to G.Phillips for his efforts.
9.FINANCE
Income

Payment received from Highland Council to replace missing Cheque for Xmas Disbursements £236.00

Total Income for June = £236.00

Expenditure
Cheque numbers

010228 Advance payment to O. McLennan to meet costs of proposed Fun Day £100

010229 Purchase of additional hanging baskets £15.76

010230 Placement of Advert re: AGM in Ross-shire Journal £64.10

Total expenditure for June = £179.86

Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.
Payment of Auditors Account £15

Statement of Account


Treasurers £852.16
15.CORRESPONDENCE
A request was made from the British Legion for monies towards the shortfall for their Garden of Remembrance. The monies from the Common good fund maybe available. It was proposed that the Community Council would recommend a donation of up to 25b % of money from the fund. Proposed E. Brown. Seconded J. Cornwell Carried.

Carols in the Cathedral. A request from the Black Isle Singers for the Community Council to organise the venue in December, so that insurance would be under the umbrella of Highland Council.

RSPB Fairy Glen Fun Day Sunday 23th July 2005.

NHS Highland Summer Roadshows. Information from Secretary.
Request for Post box closer to the housing area of Crawford Avenue. Alec Wood has already writtten to the Post Office with this request. Action J. Cornwell.

Consultation on Anti-social behaviour Draft strategy. Action S. Ferguson, O. McLennan.

Modernising the Planning System. Action J. Syer, J. Cornwell, G. Phillips.
Package for Community Council. Action. J.Syer.
10 Roads and Pavements
11. Co-option of Councillor After a secret ballot J. Grant was co-opted . Secretary to write to applicants to express thanks.
12 A.O.C.B.
1.Post Office Rosemarkie. G. Phillips declared an interest. He has been approached to set aside part of his shop as the Post Office, which will have restricted opening hours.

2. E. Brown, Secretary indicated that a minutes Secretary would be employed from September. An advert would be placed locally.

3. Abbeyfield Day Care A visit had been made by various members. The Abbeyfield are interested in expanding their premises in their garden area and also creating a Day centre for the local community.

4. Fun Day A committee has been established and has met reularly. O. McLennan reported on the arrangenents which include

Army –recruitment caravan manned with paint ball. Fancy dress , races, bouncy castle, Classic cars.

A purchase will be made of a gazebo by the Community Council (up to £250.) which will be on permanent loan to the Youth café and stored by them, and may be available to the Community Council free of charge, when required. Proposed J. Syer Seconded R. Ferrier. Carried.

Check that the storage shed and contents are on the insurance policy. Action J. Syer.

Date of the next meeting: Wednesday 14th September 2005.

------------------------------------------Chairman
BLACK ISLE COMMUNITY PLANNING FORUM

Meeting on 29 June 2005
The Black Isle Community Planning Forum comprises the Highland Councillors, Community Councils, and voluntary organisations including the Black Isle Partnership. There is a statutory requirement to establish these forums and Highland Council set up a pilot projects in Scotland called the Well-Being Alliance. The aim is to ensure that people and communities are genuinely engaged in decisions on the public services which are essential for quality of life

And to secure a commitment for the Highland agencies to work together in providing better public services.

In Ross & Cromarty Andy Dorin is the Manager for the Highland Community Planning Resources Project and he outlined how the project, which ends in September, has been working in practice since it started in September. 2004..

There have been over 30 meetings of the various forums many aimed researching the views of elderly and younger adult groups on arts and recreations, social issues and community safety. Topics in the Black Isle so far are Transport, Housing, the Year of Culture 2007 and Youth.

.

The key issues are getting the various partners to act together by establishing common agendas, to obtain adequate funding for projects as they arise and ensuring that voluntary groups and the communities generally are fully informed about the objectives of the Forum.

Cllr Alston outlined the new voting system of STV to operate in 2007. There will be four highland councillors for the Black Isle elected by proportional representation.. Cromarty CC has used the system to elect three councillors last year. It is complicated but not for the voters. A number of questions arise such as division of duties/ responsibilities between the councillors, whether political parties will be involved in contesting seats, will the councillor ward link be weakened, in view of changing guidelines for councillors from the Scottish Executive. The system may help to give a consortium of councillors, community councils and groups a more powerful voice in determining local objectives..

A discussion on the best way forward and priority subjects for future consideration was led by Cllr Alston. Costing the work of community councils was raised and other ideas for Black Isle wide projects included day care centres, nursery places, swimming pool and extending the volunteer car service. Whether there is a future for a Community Planning Forum was raised and a decision must wait until a performance report on the year's work is produced.
Summation
1. Build on the present successes

2. Review resources both funding and volunteers.

3. Monitor performance – value for money and effort.

4. Establish better communication with the public. e.g news letters.

5. Determine priorities as between the local community and the wider Black Isle.

6. Ensuring succession – recruiting volunteers.

7. Make sure that a result-oriented approach to problems / projects is adopted.
