Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council
http://www.fortrosemarkie.org/
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 08th February 2006
Present G. Phillips (Chairman) J. Cornwell, E. Brown, J. Barclay, M. Rattray, D. Smith, R. Ferrier, O. McLennan, S. Ferguson.
In attendance. Cllr. Barclay
1.Chairman's welcome . The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming the Council members present and Cllr. Barclay. He then, with regret, announced the death of a previous Council member and past Chair, Mrs Rita Balfour. The Chairman stated that Mrs Balfour made a significant contribution to the running and work of the Council during her many years of valuable service.

A card of Condolence will be sent to the family and if appropriate, flowers will be sent.
2. Apologies J. Syer, J.V. Grant, E, Wylie, S. Grigor.
3 Points from the Public. None.
4. Minutes of 11th January 2006 The minutes of 11th January 2006 were proposed by

J. Cornwell and seconded by E M Brown. Carried unanimously.
5. MATTERS ARISING

Feddon Hill. Awaited
Sewage Works No further information.
Sea Defences On going.
Fortrose High Street Still on-going.
Noticeboard It has been arranged by the treasurer that action will be taken by the Conservation officer at Inverness Museum, who will establish if it is possible to conserve and use the wood from the pear tree. The Co-op have also been contacted.
Police matters None
Correspondence
Drain still awaiting repair in Academy Street. Secretary has again been in contact with Highland Council, TEC Services. Complaint to Highland Council reference inferior repairs.

Holly hedge in Cathedral Square. Arrangements have been made to have the hedge trimmed by E. Wylie.
Gift and Siteing of bench at Rosemarkie in memory of Gordon Holm. Seat to be painted dark green, if possible. Meeting arranged with Mrs Holm and family.
A.O.C.B.
1. Community Planning Benefit. On-going- February

2. Letter to Highland council enquiring if toilets in Fortrose have been condemned and requesting further information.
6.POLICE MATTERS.. None, no police present.

An enquiry from a counsellor was made about a disturbance in both Fortrose and Avoch on the previous Saturday when it was suggested that the police had been involved in a fracas. It was hoped that further information maybe obtained to reassure members of the public.
7.PLANNING
1.Removal of porch, to erect sun lounge Mr & Mrs Young, 16 Canonbury Terrace, Fortrose. Supported.

2.'H'pole to be erected at caravan park, to give rigidity and strength. Supported.

3.Erect house at Craig Woods, Canonbury Terrace, Fortrose. The main objections from the Council are as follows :

Access is unsafe; removal of earth would create a traffic hazard for months The instability of the slope where there had been two landslides close to the site; a Tree Preservation Order on the woods; drainage via a septic tank may lead to pollution of the burn and would not be acceptable.

4.Extension to dormer windows at 9, Marine Terrace, Rosemarkie. Supported.

5. New window and roof lights, Kerr, Castle Street, Fortrose. Supported.

6.Dutch barn at Raddery Smithy, Rosemarkie. Supported.

7.Change of external paint colours to previous 'Tea Cosy' restaurant in Fortrose. Supported

The Chairman reported that an access had been taken over Common Good ground where a new house is being built at Wester Greengates. Councillor Barclay agreed to contact the planning department to enquire about Common Good Planning gain
8. CORRESPONDENCE.
1.Black Isle 2006 Activity Programme. Meeting 15 February 2006, Black Isle Leisure Centre

2.Housing options in the Highlands. Leaflets available.

3.Renewal of bus services. Action Chairman.

4.Community Safety Seminar. Action J. Cornwell.

5.Community Benefit. Action Chairman.
9. FINANCE
No income since last meeting

Total Income for January = £0.00

Expenditure
Cheque numbers

010241 to G Phillips for purchase of additional Christmas tree lights £33.32

Total expenditure for January = £33.32

Payments agreed at previous meetings but bills not yet received so expenditure is already committed from monies in bank.

Payment to O'Brien on completion of the improvements to Feddon Hill footpath £5,013.83

Payment for hire of Bus for Action Angel, cost to be confirmed

Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.

Statement of Account


Treasurers £5655.66

Please note with our committed expenditure and the payment of £125 due to our Secretary in March our funds will not allow any further payments until we receive monies form RACE for 50% of the Xmas Street Lights purchase for 2005.

I have now received confirmation of the first payment being approved and I have sent off the forms to RACE to allow this to be paid direct into our bank account during February
Common Good Fund
The Treasurer has not given out any application forms during the previous month.
10. ROADS AND PAVEMENTS.
Pavement opposite Co-op and extending to Anderson Drive is in need of repair. Action Secretary.
11.A.O.C.B.
1.The Chairman raised the question of perhaps selling off the pieces of Common Good land which butt directly on to properties in the area opposite the Fortrose Caravan site. This Common Good land does not produce any income and it maybe sensible to allow the purchase by the property owners and 'ring fence' the proceeds in the Common Good fund. The land would require to be valued by the Highland Council surveyor. After discussion it was agreed that Councillor Barclay would move this initiative forward and report back.

Action Councillor Barclay.

2.An enquiry was made as to the possibility of restricting the morning delivery time of the milk lorry in Fortrose High Street. There had been an agreement from Planning at the time of the opening of the new Co-op that delivery time would be after 9.00am. Action J. Cornwell, J. Syer

3.Litter was again raised as a concern in Fortrose. It was agreed that the Secretary would write to the local school to determine if a 'beach clean up ' organised by the Community Council might involve the school, and also if it might be possible for school funding to be made available for a weekly 'clean up'. The beach litter cleaning would be 1st April for Rosemarkie and 8th April for Fortrose, both to commence at 9.00am.

4.There has been an offer from another member of the public, Mrs. Pedelbury, to donate a bench in memory of her husband and the Council is most grateful for this offer.

5.O. McLennan is willing to organise the Fortrose and Rosemarkie 'Fun Day' on the 26th of August 2006. This was accepted.

6.O. McLennan raised the profile of 'Support the Elderly in our Community. He suggested that the Council ought to be more pro-active. After a discussion where concerns of privacy were raised it was suggested that a sub-committee may be formed of O. McLennan, J. Cornwell and J. Barclay to formulate specific proposals and then report back to the full council and that information maybe included in the proposed Newsletter.

7. There was a request for a bench for the public in Anderson Drive, Fortose.

8. A reminder that the Footpath signposts need upgrading.
Date of the next meeting Wednesday 08th March 2006
