Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council
http://www.fortrosemarkie.org/
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 08th March 2006
Present G. Phillips (Chairman) J. Cornwell, E. Brown, R. Ferrier, O. McLennan, S. Ferguson, J.Syer, J.V. Grant, E.Wylie
In attendance. Cllr. Barclay
1.Chairman's welcome . The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming the Council members present Cllr. Barclay and the following members of the public, J. Protheroe, H. Protheroe, C. Blyth, C.Diethe.
2. Apologies S. Grigor, M. Rattray, D.Smith, J.Barclay.
3 Points from the Public. There was a representation from the public in response to the recent appeal by the applicant wishing to build the eleven houses and establish traffic lights at the Precincts in Fortrose. Some of the comments were as follows:-

1.The width of Bishop's Road is a mere 3.5metres and it would be difficult for pedestrians if there were delivery vans etc particularly when the lights turned to green. Because of the confines of the walls of the properties, there is no ability for a pedestrian to step aside, particularly a person pushing a pram etc.

2. How would the access onto the A832 be regulated?

3. Pedestrians will use their own judgement in choosing when to walk and this may conflict with the green light for walking and the issue of safety is paramount.

4.St Andrew's walk will become a 'rat run' diverting traffic along unsuitable channels to the danger of the many school pupils and other pedestrians using Academy Street and St Andrew's Walk.
4. Minutes of 08th February 2006 The minutes of 08th February 2006 were proposed by

O. McLennan and seconded by R. Ferrier. Carried unanimously.
5. MATTERS ARISING

Feddon Hill. Awaited
Sewage Works No further information.
Sea Defences Started on 06/03/06 and the upgrade is between the outflow and the first set

of steps to the west at Rosemarkie.
Fortrose High Street . Subsequent to a meeting and brief discussion with the retiring Superintendent for Ross and Cromarty, David O'Connor, E. Brown reported that she had sent previous correspondence to him in the hope of stimulating action on traffic calming procedures in the High Street.
Noticeboard On going
Police matters None
Planning
No planning gain over common good land at Wester Greengates as it was not previously arranged.
Correspondence
1.Housing Options- This Council is addvocating 50%affordable housing. The minimum level recommended by Highland Council is 25%.
2.After a general discussion on renewal of bus services (leaflet attached) the consensus was to retain subsidised bus services even where subsidy is high and usage is low although it was difficult to make an informed decision due to the lack of information on some services. These buses benefit shift workers and allow the public to return home. The trend is to a greater bus use and with the free bus pass for the over sixties, beginning in April the bus service may be used more often.
3.Community Action benefit this is not applicable to Fortrose and Rosemarkie, the wind farm is at too great a distance away.
A.O.C.B.
1. Cllr Barclay reported that funding was available and that he was hopeful that the toilets would be re-instated.

2. Cllr. Barclay reported from Highland Council that the sale of Common Good land at Wester Greengates, was 'not worth the legal costs.'

3. There had been a planning directive that milk lorries should not make a nearly morning delivery. This should be checked by obtaining a copy of the planning document. Action. J. Cornwell.

4. Litter clean up to be highlighted in the villages- The Moray Firth partnership is to create an anti-litter campaign. S. Ferguson to organise the beach clean. As the Rosemarkie Amenities group is carrying out a beach clean in March the main thrust will now be in Fortrose and will take place on the 08th April.

5. After discussion with the Citizens Advice Bureau it was decided that the Community Council may be able to act as a referral point for the 'support the elderly' initiative.O.McLennan to obtain more information.

6. Support was given by the Community Council for the purchase of more Christmas

Decorations, from the same supplier as last year. Action. J. Syer, E. Brown.
6.POLICE MATTERS.. None, no police present.
7.PLANNING
1. 15 High Street, Fortrose. New windows with wood frames and double-glazing. Support

2. McKenzie Terrace, Rosemarkie, Dormer extension on rear. Support.

3. Mr and Mrs Perks. Support.

4. The Precinct. This planning application was previously opposed by the Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council and this opposition remains. The applicant's agent, Mr Stirrat is now suggesting that there is a 'shared surface road' of Station Crescent, Fortrose and Bishop's Road. This is not correct as Bishop's Road has a width of 3.4m. Compared with 4.7m. at Station Crescent and thus this appeal should also be opposed. There is also a suggestion to widen the pavement to enhance road safety but this again is not appropriate and should also be opposed. The suggestion that a tailback on the High Street, Fortrose would be limited to 3 to 4 cars is incorrect and this can be substantiated by cars recorded during a monitoring survey.

5. Ross and Cromarty East Local Plan, Report of Public Inquiry. There are 4 points which differ from the Deposit draft. G. Keith and J. Stuart may be given permission for one row of houses on Wester Greengates. M. Rattray has had the number of houses reduced from six to four. The opposite side of the road from M. Rattray has now been moved to Phase 5, as it is considered not adequate for Phase3. Land may also be retained for the swimming pool and Primary school.
8. CORRESPONDENCE.
1.East Ross-shire Care forum, 17/03/06 information from the Secretary.

2.NHS Highland, suggest change of name Consultation. Contact Secretary.

3.Forestry Commision, Learnie red Rocks Mountain biking,opening.

4.Black Isle Summer Programme. Contact E. Brown

5.Second Consultation on a Review of the Scottish Forestry Strategy. Contact E. Brown
9. FINANCE
Income since last meeting

Xmas Lights donations £470

Grant from RACE £679.49

Total Income for February = £1,149.49

Expenditure
Cheque numbers

010242 to Frasers' Coaches for the hire of Bus for Action Angel £60

Total expenditure for February = £60

Payments agreed at previous meetings but bills not yet received so expenditure is already committed from monies in bank.

Payment to O'Brien on completion of the improvements to Feddon Hill footpath £5,013.83

Secretaries Honorarium £125

Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.

Calico UK for web site services £29.38

Membership fee for Rural Scotland £15.00

Statement of Account


Treasurers £6745.15

Funds committed from this figure = £6808.83

Please note this does not include the grant payment awaited from RACE of £679.49 for the 2nd purchase of Xmas Lights or the £400 allocated from the Common Good fund this means our committed expenditure is £63.68 greater than in the bank at today's meeting but by the time all bills are paid and known income received the balance should be £971.43

O'Brien's for Feddon Hill footpath £5,013.83

Secretaries honorarium £ 125.

Xmas Light purchase £ 1,670
Common Good Fund
The Treasurer has given out two application forms during the previous month

The Black Isle Need to play Association

The St Andrew's church hall for £5,000 to assist in the cost of upgrading the church hall with the monies being used for the installation of a disabled toilet and access into the church hall. The total sum of this project is £30,000, and Historic Scotland has agreed to support the proposed changes as a concerned partner with responsibility for the Cathedral. (This matter is to be discussed in full at he next meeting when all details of the proposed upgrading will be available).
Re Xmas Lights Purchase
Total spent to date £1,358.98

Total agreed at the November 05 meeting £800

Causing shortfall of £588.98

However monies received since

50% grant from RACE £679.49

This means from the original £800 agreed we have £120.51 in credit

Response from 46 letters sent out to businesses has raised £519.29 (6 cheques)

The donation of the Secretaries Honorarium for March £125

Application to the Common Good fund (confirmed at meeting on Monday) £400

Total raised = £1044.29

Add together monies in credit £120.51

Monies raised £1044.29

50% Grant from RACE £679.49

Total monies available £1,844.29

The following businesses contributed to our appeal for funds, a thank you letter has been sent to each company.

Angus Maciver Contractors Ltd.

Calum Anton Architects

Donald Davidson Painters & Decorators

Highland language centre

Marine House Nursing and Residential Home

Carlton Brown Associates, Independent Financial Advisers.

There was a formal motion to approve the expenditure on the Christmas lights.
10. ROADS AND PAVEMENTS.
J. Cornwell reported that there are seven potholes outside the surgery in Fortrose and also there are holes in the golf course road.

The pavement opposite the Co-op is now under repair, thanks to TEC services and also to Cllr. Barclay.
11.A.O.C.B.
1.The Chairman asked for support for his previous intimated 'Community Company'. He requested that a sub-committee be formed which after approval for the concept, the following members opted to become involved.- O. McLennan, J.Cornwell, .J.V.Grant, R.Ferrier, E. Brown.

2.J.Syer intimated that she will be resigning from the position of Treasurer as from September, but not from the Community Council. This is due to other commitments and she suggested that the next treasurer should be appointed as soon as possible and act as a shadow for the next few months.

3.Car park at the bridge at Rosemarkie is greatly in need of repair. This car park is owned by Highland Council and Cllr. Barclay said that as new bus shelters are being renewed between Inverness and Rosemarkie there maybe an opportunity for funding to include the addition of hard core to this car park.

4.E. Wylie asked for support from the Community Council in the initiative by the Fire Brigade to carry out safety checks in the home, whilst first establishing the authenticity of the members doing the checks. It was suggested that a 'phone number should be available as a check for home owners plus of course, identity cards. Agreed.

5.O. McLennan presented the response by J. Cornwell and O. McLennan to the Discussion paper on the Role of Community Councils. Thanks to J. Cornwell and O. McLennan. Copies available. Contact Secretary.

6. The Chairman has e-mailed Bob Cameron to establish if the Christmas lights may be stored in the unit at East Watergate.
Date of the next meeting Wednesday 12th April 2006
