Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council
http://www.fortrosemarkie.org/
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 12th April 2006
Present G. Phillips (Chairman) J. Cornwell, E. Brown, J.Syer, J.V. Grant, J.Barclay, M.Rattray,

E. Wylie.
In attendance. Cllr. Barclay
1.Chairman's welcome . The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming the Council members present and Cllr. Barclay.
2. Apologies S. Grigor, D.Smith, O.McLennan, S.Ferguson, R.Ferrier.
3 Points from the Public. None.
4. Minutes of 08th March 2006 The minutes of 08th March 2006 were proposed by

V. Grant and seconded by E.Wylie. Carried unanimously.
5. MATTERS ARISING

Feddon Hill. Finished, awaiting invoice and then will be inspected.
Sewage Works No further information.
Sea Defences More is required, e.g. one gabion is missing and should be replaced. The standard of workman ship appears inferior.
Fortrose High Street . Awaited.
Noticeboard On going
Police matters None
Planning The Precinct. Still in hand, awaiting decision of reporter.
Correspondence
Renewal of bus services -extra buses have been time tabled. See website. No reports on subsidised services.
A.O.C.B.
1. Cllr Barclay reported that funding was available and that he was hopeful that the toilets would be re-instated. Contractor instructed to carry out work.

2. Cllr. Barclay reported from Highland Council that the sale of Common Good land at Wester Greengates, was 'not worth the legal costs.' It was suggested that the legal costs should be placed on buyer.

3. There had not been a planning directive that milk lorries should not deliver early but it was believed that this had been a representation by the Co-op and this was now being checked.

4. Litter clean up to be highlighted in the villages Good effort at beach clean, thanks to all who took part. Response from Fortrose Academy who wish to be involved in any litter clean up- to be approached after Easter holidays.
6.POLICE MATTERS.. None, no police present. However it had been reported to a Council member that a request made to the police at Fortrose had been met with a suggestion to 'call back at 2pm' This was not suitable and it was suggested by the meeting that there should be more of a police presence in Fortrose. It was acknowledged that to keep the station open is difficult as the Back Isle is a large area for the police to cover. Dingwall deal with problems but this is some distance away.
7.PLANNING
1. Erection of sign for take away 18, High Street, Fortrose. Supported

2. Removal of condition to allow 'Granny flat' to form a separate dwelling. Not supported. Objection primarily on safety grounds. Would set precedent, for many other dwellings in the same area, traffic would increase along Precinct Road and a dwelling within curtilage does not merit being a separate dwelling.

3. Erection of 16 residential units. Land to east of Feddon Hill. To be constructed by O'Briens. There was much discussion and the following points were made after the plans had been viewed. The slope of the land and a stepped terrace is not appropriate neither is the density of the housing. The build quality may be dubious, no price is yet available. Service vehicles would have difficulty although there is a fire water point nearby. The stability of the land was questioned and the Council reminded that a wall required to be built to support the neighbouring O'Brien properties. Parking is difficult if not impossible and those in the top houses would use the visitor's car park. There has been no recognition of health or personal needs in what should be a mixed development or of an ageing population. The land at the top was guaranteed as amenity land and is now proposed to be built on.
8. CORRESPONDENCE.
1. Sandy MacDonald who maintains the wild flower roundabout at Channory Point has requested funding, this to be given through the Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council and S. MacDonald to complete the form.

2. Community Safety Seminar 02/05/06. Action J.Cornwell.

3. RACE Reorganisation notified.

4. Improvement of Recycling Facilities.

5…B. Tolmie has asked for a road sign at the entrance to Station Crescent indicating no pavements for pedestrians.

6.S. Ross requested limiting dogs on Rosemarkie beach between the golf course car park and the end of the tennis courts. It was suggested that signs should be erected. All dogs on lead and all dog waste removed. A byelaw might be introduced, but in the meantime there should be signs erected and the Dog warden should be contacted. This was enthusiastically supported by the meeting. Action Secretary to contact Highland Council Legal Department.
9. FINANCE
Income since last meeting

Grants from Common Good fund £1,400

£400 towards purchase of Xmas Street lights

£1,000 towards purchase of Furniture for Fortrose Town Hall.

Late Donation for Xmas Street lights appeal £75

Total Income for March = £1,475

Expenditure
Cheque numbers

010243 Calico UK for web site services £29.38

010244 Membership fee for Rural Scotland £15.00

010245 Irvine Martin International £1,844.29

Total expenditure for February = £1,888.67

Payments agreed at previous meetings but bills not yet received so expenditure is already committed from monies in bank.

Payment to O'Brien on completion of the improvements to Feddon Hill footpath £5,013.83

Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.

None in file.

Statement of Account


Treasurers £6331.48

Funds committed from this figure = £6,013.83

Please note this does not include the grant payment awaited from RACE of £679.49 for the 2nd purchase of Xmas Lights

O'Brien's for Feddon Hill footpath £5,013.83

Monies from common good fund £1,000.00 (for Fortrose town hall)

As the committee is aware I have proposed in the past for a second account to be opened for our charitable funds to be kept separate from the administration account I have to record in the minutes the intention and support of this committee to this proposal to enable this second account to be opened in the correct manner.

I also have to record the agreement of this committee to the closure of account No 00941146 referred to previously of as the tennis courts account to enable this account to be closed.

I also present to the meeting the draft annual accounts which I will present to our Auditor for verification after our chairman has approved my draft as correct.
Common Good Fund
The Treasurer has not given out any application forms during the previous month to.

The following forms have been returned with the following requests

The Black Isle Need to play Association

(A charity for families living on the black isle who require financial assistance for children with additional needs, all referrals are directed via school nurses and health visitors.)

To provide equipment/toys/books for pre-school and home use,

To provide a childminder to allow respite to a parent or guardian

Provide transport for a child to attend activities out side their home.

Pay fees for under 3 year olds to attend pre-school activities.

Provide vouchers for leisure activities for the whole family.

Support requested is £500 from the Common Good fund, plus a donation from the Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council charitable fund. This organisation has also made an application to the Common good fund of Cromarty as some children live within their area.

Since 1993 30% of this charities fund has been spent in Fortrose (23.8%) and Rosemarkie (6.6%).
Following discussion by the council it was decided to donate £100 from the Community Council charitable funds for capital expenditure and to support the application to the Common Good fund providing the funds are used for the benefit of children/parents within Rosemarkie and Fortrose.
The St Andrew's church hall for £5,000 to assist in the cost of upgrading the church hall with the monies being used for the installation of a disabled toilet and access into the church hall. The total sum of this project is £35,000, and Historic Scotland has agreed to support the proposed changes as a concerned partner with responsibility for the Cathedral.
The council discussed the total cost of this project and the fact that the hall is used by local organisations at nil cost with a request for a donation for running costs. It was felt once the proposed works were undertaken this facility would be more accessible and therefore used by a larger number of groups and organisations and of greater benefit to the community than it already is at the present time, however it was felt not to support the request of £5,000 but to support a payment of £3,500.
Vice Chairman James Cornwell tabled a request from the Community Council Charitable funds for the cost of materials to be used by the Community service officers to enable repair and maintenance of various items within the Fortrose and Rosemarkie area.
It was agreed by the council to make funds of £100 available and Mr Cornwell agreed to liaise with the officers as to the best way to arrange the purchase of items required.
10. ROADS AND PAVEMENTS.
J. Cornwell reported that there are seven potholes outside the surgery in Fortrose and also outside the town hall . Action Secretary.
11.A.O.C.B.
1.The Chairman asked for support for his previous intimated 'Community Company'.

Meeting held in March. After lengthy discussion on the merits of such a project there was a majority decision to continue sponsoring the initiative Members in favour were J. Cornwell, E. Brown, J. Syer, V. Grant. Member opposed J. Barclay. Members abstaining M. rattray and E. Wylie, both of whom declared an interest. All members were again invited to attend the next meeting of the sub-committee as they had been invited to the last meeting. It was proposed and agreed that the two lay members invited by the Chairman to advise at the last meeting be voted on to the sub-committee.

6. The Chairman has e-mailed Bob Cameron to establish if the Christmas lights may be stored in the unit at East Watergate. However although the unit has electricity it has no piped water. No reply as yet. The unit would be useful to store the Christmas decorations.
Date of the next meeting Wednesday 10th May2006
