Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council
http://www.fortrosemarkie.org/
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 13th September 2006
Present J. Cornwell (Vice-Chairman), E. Brown, J.V. Grant, J.Syer, J. Barclay, M.Rattray,

S. Ferguson, R. Ferrier, D. Smith.
In attendance Cllr. Barclay, D. Galloway.
1. Chairman's welcome The Vice-Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming the Council members present Cllr. Barclay and D. Galloway.
2. Apologies S. Grigor, E. Wylie, G. Phillips.
3. Points from the Public.
D. Galloway said he spoke on behalf of himself, his wife, Mrs Mary Galloway, Mr and Mrs Gammie and Miss A. Fraser, all residents at Chanonry point. He said as follows- ' the usage of the Point has increased tremendously over the past ten years and will continue to do so'. The proposal by the Wildlife, Sealife and Countryside Trust to establish a small marine research station would lead to more people-pressure which would create more problems in the movement of traffic. The associated issue of toilets is a matter of great concern as there are many practical considerations including water pressure and the public use of septic tanks, the latter not being a feasible consideration. Mr Galloway expressed concern over the provenance of the Trust which appears to have no affiliation with the current authorities active in research in the Moray Firth. The Council gave a varied response to his concerns. Some members expressing that as this is an area of tourism and the road is a public highway it would be impossible to prevent people travelling along it or parking. Another member reminded the Council there were toilets in Fortrose and Rosemarkie for the use of tourists, toilets which in Fortrose there had difficulty in maintaining at a pleasant standard. It was agreed the Council would consider all these points at a later date and respond to D. Galloway.

Councillor Barclay intimated that there is a request for a Mussel farm to be situated alongside the sand bank off Chanonry point. There is no traffic associated with this. This is a proposal through the Scottish Executive.
4. Minutes of 12th July 2006 The adoption of the minutes of 14th June 2006 were proposed by

J. Barclay and seconded by J. Syer.
5. MATTERS ARISING

Feddon Hill. O'Briens have now been paid.
Sewage Works An open day will be held prior to the opening of the site.
Sea Defences No change
Police matters None
Planning. (4). Reference the aspect of affordable housing;, a reminder has been sent to planning that
there is a large requirement for affordable housing, of up to 50%.
Correspondence
No nominations to join the Ross and Cromarty Area Forum.
A.O.C.B.
1. Litter bin has now been replaced at the picnic area in Academy Street, Fortrose.

2. Historic Scotland has made arrangements to have the gates to the Cathedral opened and closed daily.
6. POLICE MATTERS None. No police present. However, the Council had been informally advised that there were few problems in the local area at the moment.
7. PLANNING Further to the new changes to Planning Regulations, all the applications received are now under devolved powers and have been considered by Planning. A list of applications was tabled for members' information.
8. CORRESPONDENCE.
1. Quality Awards 2006. Nominations were requested for names of "employees of the year". Nominations to the Secretary. More information to follow.

2. Am baile. Gaelic website, see leaflets.

3. Highland Archaeology fortnight from 30/09/06- 15/10/06. See leaflets.

4. Community Housing Ownership. Housing Stock Transfer. It was decided by the Council that it was not necessary for a further discussion at the moment.

5. Question as to whether the Black Isle Arts Society is still in existence. Please contact secretary if you have information.

6. Association of Community Councils. The AGM will be held on Saturday 14th October 2006 in Stirling. J. Cornwell will attend, all others welcome.
9. FINANCE
Income since last meeting held in July 2006

Due to our annual two month break between meetings this report covers a period of two months.

Total Income for this period = £4,565.48

Cheque from Highland Council for our grant = £1130.48 (note the annual grant is 1,249.04 but our Insurance premium is deducted prior to payment)

Cheque from the Common Good Fund for £1600 (note this is to add to the original cheque received in March for the purchase of Furniture for Fortrose Town Hall.

Monies raised at the Fortrose Fun day =£1,835 (note this money now has to have the original advance and any other costs deducted prior to the net profit being split between the three organisations who organised the event.)

Expenditure
Cheque numbers

Payment to Bank for Safe Custody Charges = £20.35

010247 Advance payment for float for Fortrose Fun day to O. McLennan. £250

010248 Payment to Secretary for costs incurred for Hanging Baskets £11.96.

012249 Payment to O'Brien Properties for the Feddon Hill footpath improvements £5,013.03

Total expenditure for this period = £5,295.34

Payments agreed at previous meetings but bills not yet received so expenditure is already committed from monies in bank.

Monies from common good fund (for Fortrose town hall) £2,600

Plus the monies to be paid out from Fun day funds a full report will be presented to the October meeting.

Also note funds have been pledged to purchase a bench for £400 and a donation agreed of £100 to The Black Isle Need to Play Association once our next grant cheque was received these monies will now be paid out.

Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.

Payment to Secretary for advert for Fortrose Fun day = £36.66 (please note this will be taken from the monies raised on the day.)

Payment to The British Legion for the wreath for Remembrance Day cost yet to be confirmed.

Statement of Account


Treasurers £6,559.57

Funds committed from this figure = £3,100 (not including monies raised at Fortrose Fun day)

In the grant letter from Highland Council they advise £250 plus an allowance for inflation as an appropriate honorarium to our secretary; however the actual level of payment is left to each Cc to establish. . Due to time restrictions at this meeting I propose the payment made to our secretary will be discussed at the October meeting

Highland Council has now introduced a BACS (Bank Automated Clearing System) and sending of the remittance advice by email the appropriate forms have been completed to allow this new system of payment to commence

In the minutes dated Wednesday 12th of April 2006 it was recorded in the financial report
As the committee is aware I have proposed in the past for a second account to be opened for our charitable funds to be kept separate from the administration account I have to record in the minutes the intention and support of this committee to this proposal to enable this second account to be opened in the correct manner.

I also have to record the agreement of this committee to the closure of account No 00941146 referred to previously of as the tennis courts account to enable this account to be closed.
Unfortunately once all the forms were completed the Bank advised the Treasurer the information given was not accurate and we were able to change an account name and I now take this opportunity to record in the minutes that this action will be taken and account no 00941146 will be now be known as Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council Charitable funds.
Common Good Fund
The Treasurer gave out the following application forms during the previous month

Church of Scotland Fortrose. For £1,000 to assist in the cost of providing a disabled toilet in the church and to improve disabled access to other parts of the church. The total cost of this project is £4,000 and the Church will fund the remaining amount.
The council discussed the total cost of this project, recognising a substantial portion of the total cost of the project is to be funded by the applicant and the fact that the hall is used by local organisations at nil cost It was felt once the proposed works were undertaken this facility would be more accessible and therefore able to be used by a larger number of the community and be of greater benefit to the community than it already is at the present time, the decision was taken to support the application in full.
10. ROADS AND PAVEMENTS
1.Mrs Mary Galloway submitted a letter which was precised by the secretary, with the salient points being tabled. Some solutions put forward to restrain and contain traffic volume to and at Chanonry point were—1) marking of approved parking areas 2) provision of parking machines. 3) provision of a large car park remote from the point. It was decided that the Secretary would contact TEC Services to raise these issues.
11. FUN DAY 26TH AUGUST 2006 Thanks were recorded to all helpers involved in the Funday. This will

be discussed at the October meeting.
11. A.O.C.B.
1. Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning. This is a Community Involvement award and there is suggestion that the Community involvement in the Sewage works at Fortrose and Rosemarkie is appropriate for this award. J. Syer to produce with support from V. Grant. This will now be submitted in 2007.

2. Highland Small Communities Housing Trust. The meeting is to be on Saturday 30/09/06. There is a requirement for a delegate. J. Cornwell accepted this nomination and will attend the meeting on behalf of the Community Council.

1. Year of Culture 2007. E. Brown has approached the History Society and Ian Bashan has volunteered his
services as a Geologist to produce a 'geological map and walk of the local area with commentary.
1. New notice board for Fortrose. After the removal of the pear tree there will be
a new notice board produced, thanks to funding from the local Co-op. Watch this space!
Date of the next meeting is on Wednesday 11th October 2006
Chairman ………………………………………..
