Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council
http://www.fortrosemarkie.org/
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 11th October 2006
Present G. Phillips (Chairman) J. Cornwell, E Brown, J.Syer, S. Ferguson, R. Ferrier, D. Smith

E. Wylie, S. Grigor, O. McLennan.
In attendance Cllr. Barclay, N. MacLeod, I. Brown.
1. Chairman's welcome The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming the Council members present Cllr. Barclay, N. MacLeod and I. Brown.
2. Apologies M .Rattray, J. Barclay, V. Grant.
3. Points from the Public. Mr N. Macleod asked the Council to comment on his application for outline planning which he had made for the property at Muiryden in May/June. It would appear that at the Community Council meeting there had not been an objection, but at the planning meeting J. Cornwell appearing on behalf of the Community Council had made a clear objection. Mr Macleod asked for clarification on this. Did the Council object or not, as there were obvious discrepancies? The Chairman then said that this would be raised during the later part of the meeting when the Muiryden appeal was discussed and at that time Mr Macleod would be requested to leave.
4. Minutes of 13th September 2006. Before the adoption of the minutes was proposed the Secretary requested the inclusion of the information that two members had left the Council chamber before the end of the meeting of 13/09/2006. This was noted under N.B. The adoption of the minutes of 13th September 2006 were then proposed by J. Syer and seconded by D. Smith. Carried unanimously.
5. MATTERS ARISING
The Secretary reported that R. Ferrier had apologised to the Community Council for leaving the Council meeting after a disagreement with the Chair during the meeting of 13/09/2006.
Police matters None
Planning. J. Cornwell reported the following.

1. The 'Precincts'Appeal had been rejected.

2. Muiryden had been rejected.

3. Feddon Hill rejected.

4. D. Webster, 2, Chanonry Crescent was granted outline planning permission.
Correspondence
No nominations to join the Ross and Cromarty Area Forum. Secretary to 'phone.

No-one will now attend the Association of Community Councils in Stirling on 14/10/2006. The Council unanimously agreed to pay the £15.00 to remain a membership for the next year.
A.O.C.B. None.
6. POLICE MATTERS None. No police present. However, the Chairman reported the appearance of swastikas sprayed on the roads in the Black Isle and although these had now been removed it represented an unpleasant faction.
7. PLANNING
The following statement was made by the Chairman :

'Planning issues which are current should not be discussed with any member of the public by any member of the Community council. This regulation must be adhered to rigorously. If a discussion had taken place then this must be disclosed' as a 'conflict of interest. Members cannot stop people talking to them about planning matters, this being a valid route for public opinion to reach the Council, but should refrain from expressing any opinion until the matter has been decided at a Council meeting.

1. Ness Road, this a new build house to replace the existing smaller one and is of modern design. Apart from the unusual design there is a question of low water pressure in this area and the requirement for percolation tests re the septic tank. The zinc tinned roof and the two storey significantly larger house is not in keeping with the surrounding properties. Comments submitted to Planning.

2. Ness Way. This a two storey house, in contrast to the neighbouring lower build. However by lowering the foundations of this new house, this has the same roof line. A Section 75 agreement is requested as offered by the owner at the public local inquiry and included in the local plan. It was proposed that the owner provide a public walkway in the interest of public safety along the road between the golf course. Proposer G. Phillips, seconded by E. Brown. Carried.

No objections.

3. Muiryden. (N. B. At this time N. MacLeod left the room.) It was decided after considerable discussion that the submission made by J. Cornwell would be withdrawn and that the initial submission would stand and this was conveyed to N. MacLeod . Action Secretary. A letter would be written immediately to this affect to the requisite authorities.

Also there was a proposal at this time that 'no single person would attend any meeting on behalf of the Community Council' i.e. two persons would attend or none at all.Proposed by D. Smith, seconded by J. Syer. Carried
8. CORRESPONDENCE.
1. There was a discussion on the suggested changes to the bus stops' in Rosemarkie. Changes were put forward as possible: (1) create a bus 'lay by' before the Plough Inn and (2) allow the bus to pull in at the bottom of the hill at Miller's Arch. However the suggested move to nearer Hawk hill Road was not accepted. Secretary to contact.

2. National plan for Gaelic, Volunteers please.

3.Water watch Scotland – brochures available.

4. Letter from John Hearmon questioning comments attributable to Council member which suggested a conflict between Mr Hearmon's social and professional life. This was replied to by the Secretary, apologising for any unintended slight.
9. FINANCE
Income since last meeting held in September 2006

.

Total Income for this period = £195 (Please note this is the final income from the Fortrose Fun Day)

Expenditure
Cheque numbers

010251 Payment to Secretary for advert for Fortrose Fun day = £36.66

010250 Payment to The Black Isle Need to Play Association from our charitable funds = £100

Total expenditure for this period = £136.66

Payments agreed at previous meetings but bills not yet received so expenditure is already committed from monies in bank.

Monies from common good fund (for Fortrose town hall furniture) £2,600

Plus the monies to be paid out from Fun day funds a full report presented to the meeting by Okain McLennan indicated

.

Also note funds have been pledged to purchase a bench for £400 unfortunately this figure was for the purchase of a 3rd bench and the overall cost was for 3 benches now one purchaser has withdrawn from the order the cost has risen to £586.50 + vat of £102.64 making the total cost of one bench £689.14. Due to the funds raised at the Fortrose Fun day and the monies not spent in our last financial year we do have sufficient funds to meet this increased cost if agreement is given.
Agreement was given at this meeting for the increased cost to be met from charitable funds for the purchase of this bench.

Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.

Payment to The British Legion for the wreath for Remembrance Day cost yet to be confirmed.

Payment to our Secretary for the 6 monthly honorarium. = £ 125 + an allowance for inflation.

A discussion regarding how to calculate the increase for inflation as indicated in our grant letter from Highland Council led to the decision to use the average rate of pay rises in industry as the method to calculate the increase year on year. However it was recognised by the committee this figure had not increased for many years and a unanimous decision was taken to support the treasurer's proposal to increase the Annual payment to £300 commencing with this months payment increasing to £150

Statement of Account


Treasurers £6,617.91

Funds committed from this figure = £4,250 (including monies raised at Fortrose Fun day)
At the meeting cheques were written for the following payments as agreed by the Committee.

Cheque Nos

010255 the Association of Scottish Community Councils annual membership fee. £15.00

010254 E. Wylie payment from monies raised at Fortrose Fun day for expenses £50.00

010253 Playgroup for 1/3rd payment of profit from Fortrose Fun day £603.30

010252 Fortrose, Avoch and Rosemarkie Youth Café for 1/3rd payment of profit from Fortrose Fun day £603.30

Total payments made at the meeting = £1,271.60 Please note this means the Treasurers Account now has a balance of £5,346.31 with funds committed from this figure of £3,600 (which now includes the annual payment to secretary)
10. ROADS AND PAVEMENTS
1. The secretary had discussed with J. Hearmon of TEC Services the need to improve the road surface between Fortrose and Rosemarkie.

2. The request for a 20mph speed limit was suggested for the roads around Fortrose Academy. However there is a programme to be implemented and J. Hearmon will forward this to the Secretary.

3. There is a suggestion from Highland Council to remove the speed bumps in Deans Road If this is to occur then the Chairman, G. Phillips suggested that the 20mph speed limit is implemented.
11. FUN DAY 26TH AUGUST 2006 O. McLennan gave his report on the success of the event and paid tribute to all the help obtained.
The report was presented to the committee by the Chairman of the sub-committee for the Fun Day O. McLennan.

It was reported how the fun day went well, with the weather being kinder to us this year and thanks was given to all volunteers involved on the day and in the months of preparation beforehand. A final review session has been organised for Friday 13th October and members of the committee were invited to attend.

A detailed account of all income and expenditure was presented and will be included in the annual accounts of the Community Council for the auditors.

Total Income = £2,488.91

Total Expenditure = £678.81

Income less expenditure = £1,810.10 as previously agreed this sum was to be paid to the three organisations who assisted in the planning the day which divided by three = £603.30

Cheques were written at the meeting for the two groups and O McLennan agreed to deliver these by hand.

The Chairman of the Community Council expressed thanks on behalf of the council for O. McLennan's enthusiasm and input in organising the event and contributing to its success. 

O. McLennan accepted the thanks on behalf of all members of the sub-committee as he felt it should be recognised he only led the discussions and many others were involved in the practicalities of organising the day.
11. A.O.C.B.
1. The security cameras at Rosemarkie beach are causing a problem for local residents, due to the angle of the lights. These should be adjusted.

2. The bottle bank is often overflowing at Fortrose, Station Square. Request for more regular emptying. Action. TEC Services. It would appear that some commercial premises are making use of these facilites.

3. O. McLennan to arrange for tables and chairs for the Fortrose Town Hall. Also the Town Hall is rarely available for lease at the weekend as this is usually booked by the Bowling Club. However the Club are willing to rearrange on request. Address concerns to G. Ross, The Leisure Centre, Fortrose. Note Rosemarkie Hall and the Masonic Club Hall are also available for rent.

4. Request by Mr and Mrs A. Williams, Platock House to prevent members of the public crossing their property. Action: J. Cornwell to establish 'rights of passage.'

5. The resignation of S. Ferguson was accepted, with regret, and thanks were paid for her efforts on behalf of the Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council.

6. E. Brown is to chair a committee for the 'Year of Culture 2007' and in that connection include members of the Council and local volunteers.
Date of the next meeting is on Wednesday 08th November 2006
Chairman ………………………………………..
