Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council

http://www.fortrosemarkie.org/
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 14th November 2007
Present G. Phillips,(Chair), J. Cornwell, E. Brown, J. Syer, E. Wylie, J. Barclay, O. McLennan.
In attendance Cllr Billy Barclay, M. Grant.
1. Chairman's welcome The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming the Council members, Cllr. Barclay and M. Grant.
2. Apologies M. MacAndrew, V.Grant.
Absent S. Grigor, D. Smith, R.Ferrier.
3. Minutes of 10th October 2007 The minutes of 10/10/2007 were proposed by J. Cornwell and seconded by J. Syer. These were accepted unanimously by the Council.
4. Points from the Public M. Grant of Abbeyfield House, Rosemarkie spoke to the Community Council on the plans for a new and reconstructed Abbeyfield House which would incorporate a day centre and specialised living accommodation for the elderly. This is a much needed amenity for the Black Isle and he said would be a suitable development in Rosemarkie. There is much need for expansion of day care and independent living accommodation with support. Financial support will be sought from various sources. At the moment R. Kerr, Architect has supplied, without cost, a tentative plan which would account for sheltered accommodation and a day centre. At this time Abbeyfield is looking for verbal support from the Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council. This was discussed and it was suggested that the Community Council could be called on to hold a public meeting to carry this forward.

M. Grant was thanked for his efforts. To carry this forward information should be collected from the Communities in the Black Isle. Two articles, attached.

A decision to ask each Community Council for a key person to be involved and for a public /private initiative was put forward by Cllr. D. Alston who undertook to organise a meeting. J. Syer was elected as representative for F&R.
5. MATTERS ARISING

Planning Action taken.
Roads and pavements. Some disabled spaces are now in place in Station Road along with a white line for pedestrians. Thanks to J. Yuill and D. Agnew.
A.O.C.B. (matters arising)

Police matters. An article which appeared in the Inverness Courier of 10/10/2007, reported that the Inverness Area commander police superintendent David O'Connor said that ' officers attend community council meetings when they can, but focus on Highland council Ward forums across the city.' This was viewed unsympathetically by the Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council members, who very much hope that this is not to be a policy decision by the police. The attendance at the local meeting is both prized and praised and is considered a very relevant contact between the community and the local police force. The Council realise that it is not always possible for the police to attend but when they do their time is valued. Thanks were extended for the assistance at the recent Remembrance Service and parade on Sunday 11/11/2007.
Correspondence.
1. R. Robinson had suggested a form of community heating. Members of staff at Fortrose Academy had been notified. Meeting arranged for week beginning 24/11/2007

2 .Letter from K. Drought has been resolved as request for bin at 9h tee will be settled by S. Lowe placing dog bin in this area.

3. Reply from P. Peacock with reference flood precautions, he will keep in contact.

4.Secretary to investigate financial help from the council for work to be carried out on the roundabout at Chanonry point, by Sandy MacDonald. Carry forward.
Planning
1..Erection of block work skin to house 7 alterations. Westerlinks, Fortrose. Carry forward

2.. Alteration to Ben Loyal, 4 Wester Greengates. Council considered that this may be an unsympathetic design. To be checked. Now supported.
Roads and Pavments
1. Road between Fortrose and Rosemarkie is again in a state of disrepair. Contact Ward manager. Ongoing.

2. Raddery junction requires a Caution or Slow sign asp. Although the corner is due to be straightened, it is a hazard at the moment and action is required. Unlikely that action will be taken as his due to be upgraded and the corner straightened. Report from D. Agnew
AOCB
1 .At the Ward Forum meeting on 25/10/2007 J. Syer spoke to the meeting about her interpretation of the requirement for 'Services for older people'. Please see information attached.

2. No reply to letter sent to three Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Councillors who have not attended meetings over the past six months, without giving notice. Again no notice received, secretary requested to write indicating that presumption that service to the Community Council will be terminated if no further notice is received.

3. Service point, the Black Isle Leisure Centre. New post has been advertised and training will be available. Hours of employment may be variable, to suit.
6. POLICE MATTERS No police present, letter regarding comment from D. O'Connor to be sent. Action Secretary.
7. CORRESPONDENCE
1. Flying exercise notified for November.

2. No response as yet to two letters to the Treasurer, St Andrew's Church, Fortrose requesting information of the funding from the Common Good Fund.
7. PLANNING.
1. House opposite the Plough Inn, Rosemarkie, has erected a satellite dish which is contrary to planning laws. To be checked
9. FINANCE
Income since last meeting held in October 2007

Total Income for this period = £1,400.00 Common good fund – repairs to bridge

= £3.40 interest

Expenditure
Nil

Total expenditure for this period = NIL

Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.

Nil

Statement of Treasurers Account No 00226971
Treasurers £3,106.63

Funds committed from this figure = £122.80 for Fortrose Town hall chairs

£1,000 for Fortrose notice board

£1,400 for Bridge repairs

Total funds committed = £2,522.80

Balance remaining £583.83 in general account for the business of the council.

Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council Charitable funds account No 00941146
Income £135.00

Expenditure

Nil

Statement of Account No 00941146 = £2,113.20

[DN Cheques for 2/3 of net proceeds to be paid out to agreed recipients – see attached spread sheet]

Funds committed = £708.20

Balance remaining £1,415.00 in charitable account
Common Good Fund applications for funds (summaries of forms)
No applications received
Charitable Fund (00941146) applications for funds (summaries of forms)
No applications received this month
10 ROADS AND PAVEMENTS.
1. Barriers have been requested to be placed at the top of Crawford Avenue, Rosemarkie

Safety feature for children.

E. Wylie raised concerns over children crossing the road from concealed area in Fortrose at end of St Andrew's walk where it meets the High Street, and cited incident where child was at risk. G.Phillips to contact Avoch Primary School to highlight this situation. Action taken

2. Grit boxes to be placed at various stations for winter months. To be notified.

3. Platcock House, footpath , request for this to be withdrawn as public path. 'Private access since 02/1981. To go to access officer..
11. A.O.C.B.
1. Ward forum . Contact secretary with salient points and indicate if you wish to attend.

The meeting on Thursday 13/12/2007 at 6pm in Culbokie Hall. 'Roads and Pavements' is the topic.

2.Road safety is still an issue in Fortrose and Rosemarkie and it is important that problem car parking in the High Streets in Fortrose and Rosemarkie is addressed. A letter to be sent to Sgt. Nicolson in January to request a police or warden presence to assist an initiative by the Community Council on Road Safety. This will involve notification to the Community before wardens are present in the area.

3. Replacement storage building at Town Hall. Drawings by V. Grant Costs may be in the region of 10,000 to 15,000 pounds. A rough costing and list of materials to be identified. Items such as carriers for chairs to be included. O. MacLennan to investigate sources of grant aid for the project.

4. Christmas trees to be purchased and arrangements to safely hang the Christmas decorations to be carried out. Thanks to Cllr and Mrs Barclay for storage freely given.

5. There is a large deficit on the rental of the Town hall, Fortrose and this should be considered at the next meeting. Rental is through the Leisure Centre.
Date of the next meeting will be on Wednesday 12th December 2007.
Chairman ……………………………………….
