Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council
http://www.fortrosemarkie.org/
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 10th September 2008
Present G. Phillips (Chair), J Cornwell, E. Brown, M. Rattray, M. MacAndrew,

J. McNicol, J. Barclay, J. Syer, O. McLennan, A. MacLeod, E. Wylie, P. McLoughlin.
In attendance Cllr Barclay, Cllr. Fraser. Members of the public- J. Hearmon, A.Murray and Mrs Herbison.
1. Chairman's welcome The Chairman welcomed the Community Council members, Cllr. Barclay, Cllr. Fraser and the members of the public..
2. Apologies V. Grant, E. Henderson.
3. Minutes of 09th July 2008
The minutes of 09th July 2008 were proposed by M. MacAndrew and seconded by J. Syer and accepted unanimously by the Council.
4. Points from the Public David Galloway of Chanonry point had requested that the matter of congestion at Chanonry point was raised in his absence. The secretary read the salient points of his and V. Nairn's letter and the appropriate photographs were shown to the Council members. The main areas of concern were listed as follows:-There are too many vehicles and the area is unregulated and unkempt. Subsequent to the Spring watch programmes and the presence of the whale there has been a substantial increase of visitors to Chanonry point. Many members of the public pay little regard to the areas for parking, including parking on the fairways of the golf course and the number of coaches ,motor-homes, caravans and other large vehicles present a threat to the access of emergency vehicles or servicing vehicles. The amount of litter is distressing and there should be better rubbish facilities and more frequent servicing. After much discussion the following points were agreedThe opinion of many of the Council members is listed as follows-

1. The Council should request Highland Council to consider if the area is suitable for motor homes, caravans and coaches and should ask that a survey may be carried out by roads and Transport

2. The 'wild garden' is no longer maintained and it maybe possible to incorporate this as a parking area.

3. A request should be made to TEC services to ask for their view of coaches coming to the point. These visitors represent the face of tourism and are a support to the Highland economy but little benefit is seen in Frortose or Rosemarkie.our local economy.

4. Advisory Signs can be put in place indicating the unsuitability of the point as a destination for larger vehicles. As far as banning these larger vehicles, it might be possible to obtain a traffic order within 3/4 months of initiation.

5. There was a suggestion that toilets should be made available, although the type of toilet is in doubt.

6. Hatching and yellow lines should be used to create areas for turning and in front of resident's driveways.

7 .A meeting has been arranged for two Council members to meet to discuss this further.

Another concern is the loss of use high jacking of the area fromfor locals and fromfor educational endeavours.

8. Speeding cars both on Ness Road and the golf course road are creating a safety hazard.

J. Hearmon in his position of captain of the Fortrose and Rosemarkie Golf Club was requested to give his opinion. His concern is for the health and safety of golfers and of the general public. Golf balls may cause damage to persons or vehicles and visitors should be made aware of this. Also it is unacceptable for cars or other vehicles to park on the ground owned by and used for the golf course. In many cases there has been a flagrant ignoring of directions by the public.

Mrs Herbison discussed the shortcomings of the new bus timetable from the Black Isle to Inverness by Stagecoach There has been many problems including buses not arriving on time and being inappropriately timetabled resulting in the public not getting to work or college on time. Problems are timing, reliability and route and it is important that these are addressed soon. Action to be taken.
5.Matters arising

Points from the public
Bus routes again on the agenda
Planning Ness gap
No response to official complaint to the Chief Executive, Highland Council. Carry forward. It is suggested that following a meeting with Highland Council and the developers of Ness gap that this may be put 'on the back burner'. However we still have not been given details as is required. Also the number of properties may now be of the order of 140 and not as previous, 100-120. There may also be a block of flats for inclusion.

However what may be a benefit is the development on Feddon Hill where low cost home ownership may be the economic way forward for O'Briens. ie there maybe an alteration to the plan for the number of affordable housing. Action J Cornwell.
Police matters None
Roads and Pavements
1. Cllr Barclay is still hopeful of acquiring a traffic monitor Secretary to identify location. Again carry forward.

2. All important drains, in Fortrose and Rosemarkie appear to have been cleaned, and all gulleys emptied.

3.Upgrading of footpath between Westerlinks and Ness Road being upgraded Secretary again referred this to Ward Manager.
Correspondence
1.Requests for extra bins and servicing at Chanonry point. Meeting at Chanonry point with ward manager and Councillors underlined the problems highlighted in Points from the public.

2. Ward Forum meeting in August, report from J. Cornwell

As follows. Inspector Reiss said. Drink driving on the increase. Public should be aware of petty crimes of stealing of scrap metal, domestic oil etc. There has been cannabis growing in empty properties. Raptors have been killed.

Although there has been an increase in officers to ten, of which five are allocated to Fortrose, there is also the problem of prolonged absence.

3. Notice board – still awaited.

4. Draft Code of Conduct for Community Councils To be completed by J Cornwell and O. McLennan and sent to Highland Council. Completed.

5. Ward Manager has been involved in improvements to Fortrose Caravan park. Carry forward.
AOCB
1.The new Fairy Glen bridge.. Carry forward.

2. A request to Ward manager to arrange remove broken benches- at Chanonry point, the Youth café etc. Some still not collected.

3.Broken hand rail on steps to beach at St Andrew's walk and also on Feddon Hill, where accessed by wooden steps, the first tread has been removed. Carry forward

4. A request to replace coping stones at the car park at Rosemarkie as a van has knocked them off.

5..A previous request for a pavement from the surgery at Fortrose round to the bus stop was raised as it appears that it would require the moving of the wall at the boundary of the Seaforth Club. A note from Peter MacLoughlin was read out stating that the correct person to contact would be Ramsey MacGhee rather than David Brookes. Carry forward.

7. The question of the arrangement of strainer posts attached to a garden fence was raised, ie whether posts can be placed on the outside of the fence. Secretary has spoken with D. Baldwin who has arranged a visit. To be notified.
8. Cherry trees to be cut and Miller Arch requests. Carry forward.
6. POLICE MATTERS No police present.
7.PLANNING.
1. Two of the planning issues were not for discussion as dealt with under delegated powers.

These are (a) advertising sign, Boots the Chemist, High Street Fortrose and (b) Sun room to be erected, 71 Feddon Hill.

2. Mr D. Cumming request to demolish farm buildings and erect houses was discussed at length. The area includes a parcel of land outside the local plan and it is this area which is designated for 'affordable housing'.

The Community Council considers this a disappointing situation and that we may be considered to be in a' hostage situation' where if we do not alter the local plan then affordable housing is not available. This gives us cause for concern and we cannot approve the hatched area of the plans at this time. James Cornwell to write reiterating the Councils oppostion to developments outwith the local plan.
8.CORRESPONDENCE
1 .David Galloway Chanonry point. Article in Ross shire See points from public.. Also letter from V. Nairn, see points from the public.

2. HSCT delegate to the Town House 13/09/08 J Cornwell nominated at EXEC

3.Mr and Mrs Keast Concern over housing development in Fortrose; safety of school pupils and the increase in traffic in the High Street.

4. Queen's Award for Voluntary Service. Suggestions please.

5. Housing Options in the Highlands

6. Gaelic Language Plan- questionnaire on use of gaelic in the workplace.

7. Town centres and High Streets Meeting 26th September 2008. anyone interested??

8. Race equality Questionnaires – collect if required

9. Highland Archaeology fortnight 4-19th Oct leaflets available.

10Black Isle Ward forum 21 Aug see matters arising

11Draft Service Plan Education, Culture and Sport –view on request

12 Crown Estate- Highland s and islands update. Leaflet available.
9. FINANCE. To attach
10. ROADS AND PAVEMENTS
1.Concern was voiced about the over grown verges beside the Fortrose Caravan park, on Academy Street, after discussion Cllr. Craig Fraser agreed to deal with this.

2. Report that many grass cuttings are left in place and these may be slippy and dangerous. Discuss with grass cutters. Grass cutters spoken to on this matter and they will move excess where possible.
11.A.O.C.B.
1.Nominations by 15th September to Service Point.

2. Fun-day was a great success, over 2000 people attended and over £2,500 net. Wind down meeting

18./09/08. Formal Vote of thanks to O. McLennan for all efforts this year and previous ones.

3. J. Syer who will now resign from the Community Council requested a new representative for the forum on older people. Also attached is details of her request for funding from Avoch School/

4. Request from Avoch primary school for support of funding for Social outings for pupils. See attached request. This will be dealt with by the new Council.

5. Carols in the Cathedral at Christmas Secretary to deal with.

6. Pavement, Station Square from surgery to bus stop. This was discussed and carried forward.

7. Again no repair on Academy Street where the water board crosses the road, below the school. Secretary to deal with. Scottish Water contacted and this should be repaired.

8. Cemetery car park surface has been badly affected during the wet weather. Can this be improved please. Action Secretary

The Chairman, G. Phillips then formally dissolved the Council.

A formal vote of thanks was extended to the Chair.

The nominees of the new Council will reconvene on Wednesday 15th October 2008.
Date of next meeting is on Wednesday 15th October 2008.
Chairman …………………………………………………………..
Proposed by………… Seconded by
Paper prepared by Janet Syer for Cc meeting 10th September 2008

I have been approached by more than one parent from the Avoch Primary School to ask if the Community Council would support an application to its charitable fund to help towards the cost of Avoch Primary and Nursery Schools to attend the 2008 Christmas Pantomime at Eden

Court Inverness.

Unfortunately due to the high cost and lack of monies both these schools were unable to attend the pantomime in recent years and the Parent, teachers association is raising funds to assist the school in its quest to send every pupil within the school to the pantomime this year. I believe other members of the Cc have been approached already by a member of the Fund raising committee regarding this trip.

The budget for such an event within the Education department for Avoch Primary is £600 and this will be allocated in full towards the cost of the trip.

The parents propose to approach other community councils within the catchment area for Avoch Primary and charitable organisations that may grant monies to enable children to attend an arts event. I am sure you agree we all have life long memories of going to the pantomime when a child and it would be unfortunate due to rural isolation that Avoch Primary pupils would be denied this memory.

When first contacted I asked a parent to clarify what percentage of pupils come from within the F&R Cc area. The figures for Avoch Primary are of the 250 pupils on the school roll 155 are from this area this equates to 62% of pupils another 30 children attend the Nursery but the figures for this school were not available in time for this meeting.

As a Cc we have supported Black Isle wide charities in the past providing the children within Rosemarkie and Fortrose benefit from the monies granted and I hope we would consider an application for funds.

I believe the trip to be educational as well as social as the trip to Inverness would help pupils in developing socialisation skills particularly behaviour in a large venue (the largest theatre in the highlands) and exposure to a potential career opportunity for some pupils.

However I do not believe we should support the cost in full with only 62% of pupils and would like to ask the Cc to consider am application to the Charitable funds for 60% of the total costs after the £600 within the School budget has been deducted.

The cost of this trip for 280 pupils is predicted to be

Cost of tickets at £8 each child £2,240

Travel costs of 8 buses at £100 per bus £ 800

(unfortunately the number of adults

escorting pupils is a legal requirement

for all trips,)

The purchase of an ice cream for each child £ 375
Total cost £3,415
The contribution of 60% would be £1,689 and I would like to ask the Cc to discuss this request and to advise me how you wish me to respond to the potential application to a request for monies.
