Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council
http://www.fortrosemarkie.org/
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 15th October 2008
Present Di Agnew, Elizabeth Brown, James Cornwell, Jennifer Barclay,

Ewan Henderson, Mark MacAndrew, Okain McLennan, Archibald MacLeod,

Gwyn Phillips, J. McNicol.
In attendance Councillor David Alston, Councillor Billy Barclay, Marion Rattray, Brenda Steele, Simon Harrison, June Forsyth (minute)
Apologies Ewen Wylie.

Di Agnew, Ward Manager, Black Isle Ward opened the meeting welcomed all present and read out the valid nominations received on 15th September 2008.
1. Co-option
The following proposals were received for co-option to the three remaining places on the Community Council

Co-optee Marion Rattray

Proposed Elizabeth Brown

Seconded Jennifer Barclay

Co-optee Brenda Steele

Proposed James Cornwell

Seconded Mark MacAndrew

Co-optee Simon Harrison

Proposed Ewan Henderson

Seconded Okain McLennan
2. Election of Chairman and Office bearers
The following nominations for Chairman and office bearers were received and duly appointed
Chairman Elizabeth Brown

Proposed Okain McLennan

Seconded Jennifer Barclay

At this point Elizabeth Brown took over the Chair.
Vice Chair In his absence Ewen Wylie had agreed to take on the position of Vice Chair.

Proposed Elizabeth Brown

Seconded Ewan Henderson
Treasurer Okain McLennan
Proposed Gwyn Phillips

Seconded James Cornwell

No formal nominations were received for the position of Secretary. Marion Rattray undertook to take on the duties of Secretary meantime.

It is the intention that the Community Council will seek to appoint a paid Minute secretary who is not required to be a member of the Community Council.

Elizabeth Brown put forward the motion that James Cornwell continues to deal with planning issues on behalf of the Community Council. Okain McLennan seconded this motion.

The Chair thanked the returning officer Di Agnew for her input to the meeting.
1. Chairman's welcome The Chairman, thanked previous Community Council members, particularly G. Phillips ( past Chair) for all their efforts in the past four years and welcomed all members of the newly formed Community Council of Fortrose and Rosemarkie. The new members Brenda Steele and Simon Harrison were formally welcomed and an introduction by each member was carried out. A presentation was made to J. Syer who has now resigned. V.Grant will also receive a framed Award Certificate.
2. Apologies E. Wylie..
3. Minutes of 10th September 2008
The minutes of 10th September 2008 were proposed by J. Cornwell and seconded by

M. MacAndrew and accepted unanimously by the Council.
4. Points from the Public None
5.Matters arising
Points from the Public
E. Brown and G. Phillips met with Highland Councillors to discuss the problem of excess number of vehicles at Chanonry point. Council legal department cautioned that coaches, motor homes and similar vehicles could not be stopped from going down Golf Course Road but an attempt could be made to prevent these vehicles parking by an 'unsuitable for parking' notice. It was questionable whether this would be effective. E. Brown spoke with M. Galloway who is particularly concerned about overnight parking where some of the people may be travellers. It was agreed that from Easter of next year there required to be some sort of solution and that as a Council we should continue with our efforts to solve the congestion and the litter problem.

The question of the new bus service by Stagecoach was again considered as there appears to be little improvement. There is a shortcoming with the new bus timetable from the Black Isle to Inverness by Stagecoach There have been many problems, including buses not arriving on time and being inappropriately timetabled, resulting in the public not getting to work or college on time. Problems are timing, reliability and route and it is important that these are addressed soon. Action to be taken.
Planning Ness gap
1.See para.7
2. 4. Mr D. Cumming request to demolish farm buildings and erect houses was discussed at length. The area includes a parcel of land outside the local plan and it is this area which is designated for 'affordable housing'.

The Community Council considers this a disappointing situation and that we may be considered to be in a' hostage situation' where if we do not alter the local plan then affordable housing is not available. This gives us cause for concern and we cannot approve the hatched area of the plans at this time. James Cornwell to write reiterating the Council opposition to developments outwith the local plan. To be Carried forward.
Roads and Pavements
1. We are still hopeful of acquiring a traffic monitor E. Brown showed map to identify lamp posts to be fitted with transformers. Request for members to suggest post numbers.

2. Although all important drains, in Fortrose and Rosemarkie have been cleaned, and gulleys emptied, there are still problems arising including ponding in Academy Street at Westergreen gates.

3 .Upgrading of footpath between Westerlinks and Ness Road still to be completed. E. Brown to refer this to Ward Manager- again.

A request will be made to Highland Council for work to be subcontracted locally for outstanding improvements. Action E. Brown
Correspondence
1. Notice board – still waited.

2. Ward Manager has been involved in alterations to Fortrose Caravan Park, which has produced a satisfactory improvement.

3. J. Cornwell has been re-elected to the board of the housing trust,HSCT. A new Chief Executive Officer has been appointed. Meeting in November and J. Cornwell will report back.

4. E Brown spoke to Mr Keast re traffic concern in Academy Street. 20mph signs are now in place. Letter to follow. Action J. Cornwell.
AOCB
1 .Report from G. Phillips about the new Fairy Glen Bridge. It is suggested that the army would be available to build the bridge later next year, we would require contributing £1.000, the balance of £10,000 to be obtained elsewhere. Also as the army would be here for several weeks they would be available for other projects. In the scheme of things it might be more cost effective to look for local volunteers and workmen to under take this. Concern was raised over the costings for this project and the necessity to view them. Carry forward.

2 The question of the arrangement of strainer posts attached to a garden fence was whether posts can be placed on the outside of the fence. D. Baldwin reported that Mr Keith will be asked to apply for retrospective planning permission.
3. Cherry trees to be cut and Miller Arch flower beds to be improved. Carry forward again. Request for local personnel to carry out this work. Action E. Brown.

4. Following the resignation of J. Syer the new representative for the forum on older people will be Council member J. McNicol. G. Phillips reported on the meeting with Abbeyfield to which Murdo Grant had requested his attendance. Members of the Council reported on the suggestion of the development of the proposed new Abbeyfield building in the Ness gap site as being inappropriate and restrictive for residents and their movements. The proximity to shops and buses being a necessity.

5. The request from Avoch Primary School parents group for funding for a social outing was discussed at length. Reference was made to the request for a contribution of 60% of the cost of a visit of Avoch school children to the Xmas pantomime. It was generally agreed that this would be inappropriate and set a precedent. Funds are available for capital projects only and not revenue benefits and no change to this process was thought necessary. It was suggested that next year the school take part in the funday which would help to raise funds.

6. Again request to improve cemetery car park. Carried forward. This could be an example of local personnel..

7. Proposed pavement at Station Square. No action taken until further notice.

8. Discussion with water board over repair required in Academy Street, Fortrose. Unlikely that this expensive repair would be taken at the moment. Check roads department for advice.
6. POLICE MATTERS No police present.
7.PLANNING.
1. Progress about Ness Gap. A reply had been received from the Planners but J. Cornwell stated that we still await sight of the developer's proposals. He suggested writing further to the Planners requesting this, at the same time as asking a representative from the Planning department to attend a Community Council meeting. Action J. Cornwell.

2 .G. Phillips enquired if there were any traffic management proposals or preliminary reviews available. J. Cornwell to progress.

3. Planning application for stable block, near Scorrielea, Ness Road, with stalls and a tack room. Accepted.
8.CORRESPONDENCE
1.Black Isle Ward development Plan. The Community Council have already submitted their request to Highland Leader for upgrade at Chanonry point. G. Phillips suggested a request for funds for the Fairy Glen Bridge. O. McLennan to investigate and put in a bid. Improvement for the Fortrose town hall may also be put forward. Carry forward.

2. Diary of events for Fortrose theatre. Available at Leisure centre.
9. FINANCE.
Income since last meeting held in July 2008

Income for this period = £1.92 interest

Total income for this period = £1.92

Expenditure

Nil

Total expenditure for this period NIL

Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.

Nil

Statement of Treasurers Account No 00226971

Treasurers £1,146.22

Funds committed from this figure =NIL

Balance remaining £1,146.22 in general account for the business of the council.

Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council Charitable funds account No 00941146
Income since last meeting held in July 2008

Income for this period = £6.37 interest

Fun Day Deposits = £2,345.00

Total income for this period = £2,351.37

Expenditure

Nil

Total expenditure for this period = NIL

Statement of Account No 00941146 = £9,219.59.

Funds committed £1,400.00 (Fun Day Partners)

Balance remaining £7,819.59` for the business of the charitable account
Common Good Fund applications for funds (summaries of forms)

Charitable Fund (00941146) applications for funds (summaries of forms)
No applications received this period
10. ROADS AND PAVEMENTS
1.Concern was voiced about the over grown verges beside the Fortrose Caravan park, on Academy Street, after discussion Cllr. Craig Fraser agreed to deal with this. Another request to Cllr Fraser.

2. J. Barclay referred to need for attention to trees and branches on the road between Avoch and Fortrose. It was stressed that this was not the council's responsibility but they would pursue the owner to carry out the work within a three month period.
11.A.O.C.B.
.

1. Carols in the Cathedral at Christmas. E. Brown has already contacted likely organisers with little success. No developments, any one interested in organising this event? Contact Council.

2.. The report that Tullochs may resite Abbeyfield, incorporating a day centre, to Ness Road in the Ness Gap site was a concern of Council member B. Steele. Whilst raising the aspect of transport difficulties, also raised was the question of the Abbeyfield waiting list. It would appear that as Abbeyfield is now managed nationally, there would be a national waiting list, this may preclude local people gaining a position.

3.. Fortrose litter- a letter to be sent to Fortrose Academy stressing the need for control of litter particularly with the new intake of pupils at school. This month there was a large amount of litter in the garden of remembrance, beside the High Street. Action E Brown.
Date of next meeting is on Wednesday 12th November 2008.
Chairman …………………………………………………………..
Proposed by………… Seconded by
