FORTROSE AND ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 13th January 2010
www.fortrosemarkie.org
Present: Elizabeth Brown Chair

Okain McLennan Treasurer

Simon Harrison

Gwyn Phillips

Jack McNicol

James Cornwell

Jennifer Barclay

Archie McLeod

Brenda Steele

Vint Grant
In Attendance:
Cllr Barclay

1. Chair's Welcome
1.1 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and wished all a happy new year.

2. Points from the Public
2.1 There were no points from the public.

3. Apologies
3.1 Apologies were received from:

Ewen Wylie

4. Minutes of the previous Meeting
4.1 The minutes of the meeting of 9th December were proposed by Mr Cornwell and seconded by Mr McNicol.

5. Matters Arising
5.1 These are:
· Written again to RSPB. No funds have yet been paid.
· Work at the Cathedral has been done. The Carol Service was a great success and very well attended. Over £300 raised for the Chest, Heart and Stroke Inverness Branch.
· Land at East Watergate – shrubs still to be planted.
· Mr Cornwell prepared and sent an agreed letter to the planners summarizing the views of the Community Council about the poor consultation and lack of notice/plans given. (This is separate from the proposed large development on the Ness Gap).
· There was nothing yet to report on the parking in Cathedral Square.
· The grit bins had arrived but during the cold spell, they were only replenished once. We are told that they are now being filled up again. Brenda Steele informed the Council that she had challenged a Highland Council lorry and asked that grit be spread on the pavement in Station Crescent.
· The delivery of disbursements from the Andrewina Junor Trust has been carried out in Rosemarkie. Fortrose has still to be done. (Action Mrs Brown)
· Copy statement for the Common Good fund has been received. These may be put on the Community Council website. Some questions were asked about the number of visitors to the site. Mr Phillips agreed to look at this and at posting Common Good statement. (Action Mr Phillips)
· Mr McLennan would provide a form of words to define both the Common Good Fund and the Charitable Funds account held by the Community Council. (Action Mr McLennan).
· Two dates of note, first another climate change seminar to be held in the Town Hall on 16th January; second, the ward forum will be held on 21st January with the main subject being the Highland Council's budgets.
· The Xmas lights have to be taken down and also the tree in the Cathedral. (Action Mrs Brown)

6. Police
6.1 There was no report from the Police.

7. Planning – Ness Gap Development
7.1 Substantial discussion was devoted to the revised planning applications that have been lodged on behalf of Tullochs regarding the Ness Gap development. The main points raised were:
· After representations, the Community Council has been given an extension until 31st January to formally reply.
· Tullochs have stated that they will comply with the Local Plan in respect of numbers of houses on the site
· Given the caveats placed in Bracewell Stirling's accompanying letter, it was felt that there was a need to seek specific controls on the developer/development.
· It was too late to reject the principle of housing on this site as this should have been argued at the planning meeting back when the Local Plan was being discussed. However what can be done now is to maximise the benefit for the community and minimise adverse impact/outcomes of the proposed development.
· It was agreed that there is a real need for affordable housing, to rent or buy, but we should try to increase the percentage from the 25% currently proposed – especially as this is likely to increase for future developments - as a requirement by planners.
· The Community Council have not been consulted over any master plan for this site (which was a pre-condition laid down in the Local Plan). This should be rectified. In addition there was a view that previous representations made by the Community Council and the public have been largely ignored.
· There are a number of environmental and infrastructure issues that have not been addressed – particularly around traffic management and sustainable energy. In addition, there is no provision for day care facilities for the elderly – again a specific issue mentioned in the Local Plan.

7.2 The concensus view was that although we accepted that development should take place on the site, the Community Council was not in favour of the proposals in their current form. It was agreed that as a first step we should seek an urgent meeting with the Highland Council Planning Department to express our concerns before putting a formal, written response to the Planners. It was further agreed that the Chair, Gwyn Phillips, Jennifer Barclay and James Cornwell should represent the Community Council at the meeting with the Planning Department. This would be arranged as soon as possible. (Action Mrs Brown)

7.3 It was also agreed that some posters should be drawn up and displayed prominently in the Library, notice boards etc to notify the public of the revised planning application, the salient issues discussed, and the timetable for representation to the Planners. (Action Mrs Brown/All)

8. Planning - General
8.1 Two notifications of planning applications had been received. Both would be dealt with by Planners under delegated powers. The Community Council had no comments on these.

9. Correspondence
9.1 The only correspondence related to the location of the Smiley Face. After some discussion it was agreed that it should be placed in the same location. It was also agreed that another one be purchased for installation at Bridge Street, at the entrance to Rosemarkie, just before the car park. The cost of this would be £1,400.

10. Finance
10.1 The finance report for November/December is:
November/December 2009
FINANCE

Income since last meeting held in November 2009

Income for this period = NIL

Total income for this period = NIL

Expenditure

Ch No 010334 = £175.00 Mrs Wylie

Total expenditure for this period = £175.00.

Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.

Nil

Statement of Treasurers Account No 00226971

Treasurers £4,605.12

Funds committed from this figure = £4,000.00 Fairy Glen Bridge

Ch No 010335 = £120.00 Mrs Brown (Disbursements)

Ch No 010336 = £38.64 Ross-shire

Total funds committed = £4,158.64

Balance remaining £446.48 in general account for the business of the council.

Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council Charitable funds account No 00941146
Income since last meeting held in November 2009

Income for this period = £0.42 gross credit interest to 31 December

Highland Council = £43.00 Andrewina Junor Trust

Total income for this period = £43.42

Expenditure

Ch No 010059 = £685.00 Rosemarkie Amenities

Ch No 010060 = £685.00 Fortrose Pre-School

Ch No 010061 = £250.00 Highland Council

Ch No 010062 = £40.00 Mrs Brown (Welding rail)

Ch No 010063 = £150.00 Xmas disbursements

Ch No 010064 = £22.00 Royal British Legion

Ch No 010065 = £200.00 Andrewina Junor Trust

Total expenditure for the period = £2,032.00

Statement of Account No 00941146 = £4,793.47

Funds committed = NIL

Balance remaining £4, 793.47 approx for the business of the charitable account
Common Good Fund applications for funds (summaries of forms)
NIL
Charitable Fund (00941146) applications for funds (summaries of forms)
No applications received this period

11. Roads and Pavements
11.1 The recent bad weather has caused significant damage to the roads and pavements due to ice melting and refreezing. Cllr Barclay confirmed that the Highland Council are well aware of the problems and are hard pressed to deal with the continuing problems caused by snow and ice. It was agreed that there was little merit in highlighting any one area for repair at present.

12. AOCB
12.1 Following a suggestion from Mrs Barclay and after some discussion, it was agreed that the Community Council should host an old folks' lunch of soup, sandwiches and cakes. This would be for over 65s and would be held in the Town Hall on the 24th February from 12.30 to 15.30. (Action Mrs Barclay)
Date of next meeting is Wednesday 10th February 2010

Chair…………………………………………….

Proposed by…………………………. Seconded by ……………………………
