
FORTROSE AND ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 8th December 2010
www.fortrosemarkie.org
Present: Elizabeth Brown Chair

Okain McLennan Treasurer

James Cornwell

Jennifer Barclay

Brenda Steele

Gwyn Phillips

Archie MacLeod

Allan Craig
1. Chair’s Welcome
1.1 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting including Gerry McGarry who was there to observe the meeting.
2. Apologies
2.1 Apologies were received from Ewen Wylie and Cllr Barclay, who arrived later
3. Minutes of the previous Meeting
3.1 The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed by Mr Cornwell and seconded by Ms Steele.
4. Points from the Public
4.1 There were no points raised.
5. Matters Arising
5.1 Mrs Brown reported that she had attended the Scottish water PR event in the Town House, Inverness on Tuesday 16th November. She had raised with the Chair some of the concerns felt by the CC in respect of the water treatment works at Rosemarkie regarding the lack of capacity and effectiveness of this new comparatively new system. The overall impression gleaned was that Scottish Water was not paying much attention to communities or impact of new developments. Their performance at this meeting was not reassuring.
2. Ms Steele, Mr Cornwell and Mr McLennan gave feedback on the debate at the most recent Ward Forum. A considerable number of objections/comments were made to Stagecoach about the withdrawal of a number of bus services between Fortrose and Rosemarkie with the route stopping at Fortrose only. Residents and the CC were most unhappy about the way this was done and the lack of proper consultation that had taken place. Residents left stagecoach in no doubt about the strength of feeling on this matter. An offer of a separate meeting with Stagecoach will be taken up in the near future.
2. Xmas trees and outdoor lights will be purchased for Rosemarkie and the side of the Eilean Dubh restaurant in Fortrose. (Action Mr McLennan). There was the possibility of a tree being placed at the memorial garden in Fortrose. This would be explored.
6. Police
6.1 We have received no update from the Police despite sending several reminders about our meetings. It was suggested that a letter should be sent to CI Mike Coates on this. (Action Mr McLennan to draft letter for Chair).
7. Planning - General
7.1 There were four new planning applications notified. These were
· 10/04591/AGR Erect Agricultural Building; Flowerburn House – No comment.
· 10/04447/FUL Demolish shed and erect house; Garden Ground at Crawmarkie, Courthill Road, Rosemarkie – (Mr McLennan declared an interest and took no part in discussion) – it was noted that there were 4 objections lodged against this application. Considerable debate took place about this application with views both for and against part/all of the proposal. It was finally agreed that a moderate response should be made to the Planning Department stating that the CC were of the opinion that the following points should be considered by the planners:
· materials proposed – particularly for the roof.

· Height of the structure.

· Impact on nearby trees.
· 10/04704/FUL – Form off-street parking bay; Crawmarkie – No comment.
· 10/04678/FUL Erect two Agricultural Buildings; Wester Craiglands – No comment.
7.2 Mr Cornwell reported that the application for 8 houses on the Lower Wards was still progressing. The planners had rejected the idea of a slight extension of the area to be developed outside of the zoned boundary and were also now insisting that there should be 4 affordable houses rather than 2. This was considered to be rather unreasonable.
7.3 Mr Cornwell also reported that an application to amend Condition 2 of a previous holiday letting application had been passed by the planners despite CC objections. Mr Cornwell was asked to draft a strong letter to go to the Planning Dept. (Action Mr Cornwell).
8. Correspondence
8.1 Several items of correspondence had been received. These were:
· Connect – the newsletter from the Scottish Health Council.
· Names for consideration for new streets etc in Ness Gap. (It was agreed that Lumsden, Seaforth and Ross should be proposed).
9 Finance
9.1 Mr Mclennan reported that it had not been possible to prepare accounts this month because bank statements had not been received. A composite statement would be ready for the next meeting in the New Year. (Action Mr McLennan)
9.2 Mr McLennan also reported that the CC had received £35.00 from the Highland Council as this year’s income from the Andrewina Junor Trust. It was agreed that the CC would make this sum up to enable a meaningful donation to the needy to be made.
10 Roads and Pavements
10.1 There were no items raised.
NB Cllr Barclay joined the meeting at 20.55.
11. AOCB
11.1 Mr Cornwell asked that Certificates of Service be prepared ready for presentation to Mr MacAndrew and Mr MacNicol. This was agreed.
11.2 A survey of the Association of Community Councils had been received. Mr Cornwell and Mr McLennan undertook to reply. (Action Messrs Cornwell and McLennan).

11.3 Mr Cornwell gave some more feedback from the ward forum on the highland wide plan. There were definite anomalies between the figures quoted for population increase by the Highland Council and HIE (30K and 500K respectively). We will await detailed plans regarding the Inner Moray Firth development.
11.4 Mr Grant asked whether any further action had been taken regarding traffic management for the High St in Fortrose. No action has as yet been taken forward.
11.5 Mr Phillips asked for a copy of the Charitable Funds Application form be forwarded to him for inclusion on the web site. (Action Mr McLennan).
11.6 Mr Craig raised the possibility of local artists being able to apply for common good funds to enable free-standing partitions to be purchased for use in exhibitions. The CC agreed that this was a possibility.
11.7 Mrs Barclay mentioned that the OAP party would be held in the third week in January. This would start at 1pm with lunch on either a Wednesday or Thursday. If it was agreed to be a Thursday, Mr Phillips and Mr Craig volunteered to help.
Date of next CC meeting is Wednesday 12th January.
Chair…………………………………………
Proposed by………………………….
