
FORTROSE AND ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2011
www.fortrosemarkie.org
Present: Elizabeth Brown Chair

Okain McLennan Treasurer

James Cornwell

Brenda Steele

Gwyn Phillips

Vint Grant

Allan Craig

Jerry McGarry

Ewen Wylie

Archie MacLeod
1. Chair’s Welcome
1.1 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and in particular Tim Stott who was there to talk about the Highland wide Local Plan and the Inner Moray Firth Local Plan. Cllr Barclay was in attendance.
2. Apologies
2.1 Apologies were received from Jennifer Barclay.

3. Points from the Public
3.1 Cllr Barclay informed the CC that the original plans for the Youth Café was now encroaching on the site for the swimming pool. In discussions with Ian Good and Tullochs, the opportunity has arisen for the Youth Café to be moved to amenity land owned by Tullochs. A letter of support for the Youth Café has been sent to the Planning Department by Mike Coates, Chief Inspector of Police. The Planners have indicated that they are comfortable with the new proposed location. Mrs Barclay would be putting in the Planning application – using the reduced rate available to the CC.
2. The outline plans were discussed and there was some debate about whether or not the proposed building was going to be big enough to cope. It was pointed out that there was only a limited pot of money available. There was also some debate about the options for upgrading the town hall but there was only limited usage of this facility and therefore more risk in spending money on the building
4. Presentation by Tim Stott
4.1 Mr Stott introduced himself. He is the principal planner for the HC Development Service and is tasked with producing development plans for the whole Highland area. He was there tonight to talk about the Inner Moray Firth Development Plan and outlined the area covered by this plan.
4.2 Over 300 replies had been received by the Highland Council on its call for sites. They are still to be evaluated. The intention is to come back in the Autumn to every town and village with a workshop and public session – with key players – to give the proposed way forward. Sites will be listed for protection as well as development.
4.3 There were a considerable numbers of concerns raised by the CC, based on past and recent experience. These included questions as to whether or not the replies/views would be listened to. Mr Stott said that this would depend on the quality of the responses. There followed a fairly detailed and heated debate. Mr Cornwell raised concerns about the existing Local Plan and how it seemed that this was ignored when it suited the planners. Mr Phillips expressed the view that further expansion in residential building was not sustainable without improvements in the infrastructure. Developments on Ness Gap were discussed and Mr Stott was left in no doubt as to the depth of feeling within the CC regarding planning.
4.4 There was a view that Fortrose and Rosemarkie were seen as a settlement development area that doesn’t merit further development. The full proposed plans would go to a meeting of the Planning, Environmental and Development Committee for subsequent agreement by the Council in Autumn.
4.5 In response to a question raised by the CC, Mr Stott felt that even the Planners would not advocate bridging the gap between Fortrose and Rosemarkie – it certainly was not in his mind to propose merging the villages. Mr Stott reminded the CC that they had until June to make their views known and it was agreed that the CC would also revisit the old Local Plan to inform their views. Mrs Brown thanked Mr Stott for coming along to the meeting and thought it was useful for him to have been made aware of the strength of feeling in the community about future development.
5. Minutes of the previous Meeting
5.1 The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed by Mr Phillips and seconded by Mr McGarry.
6. Matters Arising
6.1 The Chair thanked all who had been involved in raising awareness in the community of the need to reply to the call for sites.
6.2 All other matters were the subject of agenda items.
7. Police
7.1 There was nothing to report on the police front.
8. Planning – Ness Gap
8.1 Mr McLennan gave an overview of the latest planning application from Tullochs on the next stage of the Ness Gap development. Plans were circulated to show the latest proposals and these were compared to the earlier outline plan that accompanied the first application for outline planning consent.
8.1 Mr McLennan said that it appeared that the houses were being squeezed into a smaller area than outlined before and this perhaps did not bode well for the future. It may well be that this was laying the foundations for further increases in the quantum of houses that could be sought by the developer.
8.2 Mr Cornwell pointed out that this latest application showed 39 houses in Areas B & C. This breached condition 3 of the planning consent for the site which stated that the developer could only build initially 20% of the total (+ or – 5%). In addition the drawings of the houses showed 8 two storey houses out of 39 whereas the original consent was for 1 ½ storey houses.
8.3 Further issues raised were that the road improvements have not been undertaken as yet and it also seemed the developer was encroaching on the buffer zone between the development and the salmon fishers’ path. There was also further debate about the number of houses that would be constructed on the site.
8.4 It was agreed that we needed to have site of the updated master plan before the CC could make proper comment to the planning department. Mr Cornwell was asked to apply for this from them. (Action Mr Cornwell).
9. Correspondence
9.1 Four items of correspondence had been received. These were:
· NHS Highlights

· NHS Highland Joint Community Care Planning

· Notice of Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland meeting in Balloch.

· Police and Highland Council consultation paper on antisocial behavior. Reply due by July. Mr Cornwell will read and report back. (Action Mr Cornwell).
10 Finance
10.1 Mr McLennan presented the accounts for April.
April 2011
FINANCE

Income since meeting held in March 2011
Income for this period = £1,131.93

Total income for this period = £1,131.93

Expenditure

Ch No 010348 = £75.00 Gordon Memorial Hall

Transfer to charitable Funds a/c = £1,500.00

Total expenditure for this period = £1,575.00
Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.

Nil

Statement of Treasurers Account No 00226971

Treasurers £1,469.80
Funds committed from this figure = NIL

Total funds committed = NIL
Balance remaining £1,469.80 in general account for the business of the council.
Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council Charitable funds account No 00941146
Income since meeting held in March 2011
Income for this period = £0.11 Gross credit interest until 28th April

Transfer in from treasurer’s a/c = £1,500.00

Total income for this period = £1,500.11

Expenditure = NIL
Total expenditure for the period = NIL
Statement of Account No 00941146 = £2,114.39
Funds committed = NIL

Total funds committed = NIL
Balance remaining £2,114.39 for the business of the charitable account
Common Good Fund applications for funds (summaries of forms)
NIL
Charitable Fund (00941146) applications for funds (summaries of forms)
NIL
11 Roads and Pavements
11.1 Mr Phillips reported that the road between Fortrose and Cromarty was in a bad way due to forestry activity at Learnie Red Rock.
11.2 It was also pointed out that Ness Road East was in very bad shape. There were also a considerable number of potholes outside the surgery and fire station in Fortrose.
12. AOCB
12.1 John Keast had commented on the amount of litter being generated by the schoolchildren. The school are trying to clear this matter up.
12.2 The CC wondered whether to look at funding for rubbish collection but after some debate , this was left unresolved. It was mentioned that the Highland Council had offered the maintenance/cleaning of the toilets in Rosemarkie to the Amenities Association. This had been declined.
12.3 The recycling areas are becoming very untidy due to the overloading and lack of rubbish collection.
12.4 It had been suggested that a 20 mph speed limit could be created in both villages – to assist road and pedestrian safety.

12.5 Mrs Brown reported that a handover meeting had taken place and the St Boniface Fair would be held on 11 August. Some new ideas were being developed which would add some interest to the event.
12.6 The Fun Day would be held on the last Saturday in August as usual and planning would commence soon.
12.7 Mr Cornwell gave an update on the proposed changes by the Scottish Government to the constitution of Community Councils. The major changes are:
· Change in the numbers of members

· Statutory duties revised

· Ability of Highland Council to call meetings of CC

· Accounts to be set out differently.
12.8 There was some detailed debate about the issues relating to the WWTW. It was agreed that Mr Grant would summarise these and write under the name of the CC to Scottish Water. (Action Mr Grant)
12.9 Mr Phillips gave an update on the coastal defences. Quotes have been obtained for the work on 150 metres of sea wall. The cost of the stone would be £20K and the works would cost £15K.
Date of next CC meeting is Wednesday 8th June.
Chair…………………………………………
Proposed by………………………….
