
FORTROSE AND ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 2011
www.fortrosemarkie.org
Present: Elizabeth Brown Chair

Gerry McGarry Vice Chair

Okain McLennan Treasurer

James Cornwell

Brenda Steele

Allan Craig

Ewen Wylie

Archie Macleod

Vint Grant
In attendance Cllr Barclay

Mr Fraser (who was observing the meeting).

1. Chair’s Welcome
1. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. Apologies
2.1 Apologies were received from Gwyn Phillips and Jennifer Barclay.

3. Points from the Public
3.1 There were no points from the public.
4. Minutes of the previous Meeting
4.1 Mr Cornwell suggested that under item 7.4, after “loss of common good land” the words “and historic feature” should be added. Subject to this amendment, the minutes of the previous meeting were proposed by Mr Cornwell and seconded by Ms Steele.
5. Matters Arising
5.1 The CC were informed that work was still ongoing at KGVth playing field.
5.2 In relation to item 7.3 in the previous minutes, it was reported that our letter to the Planning department had been noted but notwithstanding our comments, the application for 39 houses had been granted at the pPlanning Meeting in Fort William on 4th October. The CC were very concerned about this disregard to our views and it was felt that another letter to the Planning Department was necessary.
6. Police
6.1 There has been no response from the police to the CC letter handed in to Dingwall Police Station. Mr Mclennan will write again at a more senior level within Northern Constabulary. (Action Mr McLennan).
7. Planning
7.1 Mr Cornwell reported that 4 planning applications had been submitted. These were:
· 11/03411/FUL – Formation of 4 serviced house plots on land south of Seafield, Wester Greengates, Fortrose. There was considerable discussion about this application and the concluding view of the CC was that until the issue of the corner alignment, this application was not supported. Once the issues around the corner and drainage to this site were resolved satisfactorily, and provided one of the 4 houses was designated “affordable”, then the CC may reconsider.
· 11/03774/LBC – Internal alterations Seaforth Place, 8 Academy Street, Fortrose. No adverse comment.
· 11/03436/FUL – Erect garage, Meadowbank Cottage, 16 Academy Street, Fortrose. No adverse comment.
· 11/03337/FUL – Extension to house Easter Balmungie, Rosemarkie (Ground Floor Bedroom and Shower). No adverse comment.
7.2 Regarding the call for sites by the HC. The CC were informed that one of the proposals lodged was for a development of 25 houses and hotel on land between Ness Road and Rosemarkie.
7.3 Mr Cornwell wished to discuss an issue relating to the site at the Lower Wards. Mr Wylie declared an interest in this matter and left the room. Mr Fraser was also asked to leave the room as he was involved in this matter also.Mr Cornwell reminded the CC that the site in question at the Wards had been the subject of a planning application for housing development. Negotiations between the Planning Department and the developer had been ongoing for some considerable time and they seem to have reached an impasse. Mr Cornwell suggested that the CC should act as a mediator in this case to try and resolve the impasse. There was considerable discussion on this but the general consensus was that it would be inappropriate for the CC to get involved in a dispute between the HC Planning Department and any developer.
8. Correspondence
8.1 One item of correspondence has been received. This was a letter from Betty Macdonald complaining about the poor service from the buses – due to breakdowns and cancellations. This has been relayed to Stagecoach.
8.2 There was a general discussion about the poor quality of the bus service and the CC were told that buses had been withdrawn from the local route to service Culloden Academy. It was also noted that the service at the Longman was also very poor.
9. Finance
9.1 No accounts were available this month. There will be a composite report next meeting.
10 Roads and Pavements
10.1 A pothole was reported in Cathedral Square.
10.2 It was also reported that changes are being made to the next entrance to Tullochs’ Ness Road site.
10.3 Comments had been made that disabled access on to roads and pavements generally was very poor and that sight markers for pavements and roads would be very helpful for partially sighted residents.
11. AOCB
11.1 Mr Phillips asked that we obtain details of the Common Good Fund for this year. Mr Mclennan undertook to speak to the Ward manager about this (Action Mr McLennan).
11.2 It was agreed that subject to Mr Grigor’s availability, we would aim to put up the Xmas lights on 26th November. (Action CC).
11.3 Mr Craig asked whether or not it was possible for the CC to suggest a mini roundabout to be installed at the junction of Ness Road and the main road to Rosemarkie. It was suggested that he should write to the HC on this matter as a private individual.
11.4 A comment sheet for the traffic management plan meeting would be drawn up. (Action Mrs Brown)
5. The CC were reminded that the service at the Cathedral to commemorate Armistice Day would take place on 13th November. All CC members were asked to attend.
11.6 Ms Steele reported concerns with some of the drains in Anderson Drive as they are lower than other parts of the road. Mr McGarry agreed to look at the drains and report back to the Community Council
Date of next CC meeting is Wednesday 14th December.
Chair…………………………………………
Proposed by………………………….
