
FORTROSE AND ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 14th March 2012
www.fortrosemarkie.org
Present: Gerry McGarry (Vice Chair)

Okain McLennan (Treasurer)

James Cornwell

Ann Phillips

Archie MacLeod

Neil MacLeod

Ewen Wylie
In attendance: Cllr Barclay

Cllr Fraser
1. Chair’s Welcome
1. Mr McGarry welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. Apologies
2.1 Apologies were received from Mrs Brown and Mrs Barclay.

3. Minutes of the previous Meeting
3.1 The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed by Mr A MacLeod and seconded by Mrs Phillips.
4. Points from the Public
4.1 There were no points from the public
5. Matters Arising
5.1 Mr McGarry drew to the attention of the CC that at the recent training for Community Councillors, best practice for conduct of meetings etc. was highlighted. It was suggested that draft minutes should be prepared within 14 days of the meeting.

Also due to the length of time we have our committee room booked for, the finance report should be circulated in advance as should planning matters. This was noted.

5.2 Cllr Barclay informed the CC that he had raised the matter about lighting on the path down from Feddon Hill with Albyn Housing. The ducting for the cabling is in place but there is no cabling. It was felt that the developer should have been asked to put lighting in but that it was now too late to ask for this. Cllr Barclay said that there could be some funds available from the Ward discretionary budget to pay for the lighting.
5.3 Regarding the link road between Greengates and Ness Road, there was reference to an earlier commitment to donate land for the widening of this road. Mr McLennan will look this up. (Action Mr McLennan).
5.4 Mr McGarry confirmed that the CC will not be organising a fun day this year due to lack of support.
5.5 Mr McGarry informed the CC that there is now an email account in Yahoo and work is in progress to establish a Facebook account.
6. Police
6.1 There was nothing to report.
7. Planning
7.1 Mr Cornwell reported that 3 planning applications had been submitted. These were:
· 12/00395/FUL – Installation of solar panel. Muirale House, Bishops Road. No adverse comment.
· 12/00527/FUL – Erect porch extension. Mid Craiglands Farmhouse. No adverse comment.
· 12/00644/FUL – Demolition of present house and erect replacement. 11 Ness Road. There was some debate on this application as there had been an earlier application in 2010 to alter and extend the house and to replace the roof structure top form first floor accommodation. The walls were found to be too weak to accept the weight of the proposed roof structure and their demolition was agreed by the Planning Authority. The applicant was able to build a re-designed property for which a retrospective application would be needed. The house is a dominant 1 ½ storey dwelling with the original shrubs and trees removed from the frontage. The ridge line is over a metre above the adjacent bungalows. The CC is not told as a matter of course, when amendments to a planning application are approved. The CC felt that the height of this property was not in keeping with the surrounding properties and Mr Cornwell was asked to draft a suitable adverse comment to the Planning Authority. (Action Mr Cornwell).
7.2 Mr Cornwell also informed the meeting that the Highland Council has adopted the Highland Wide Local Development plan.
7.3 Mr McLennan had received a reply from The Chief Executive, A Dodds, Highland Council in reply to our letter on Greengates Corner. He has asked the Highland Council Road Safety Team to perform a road safety audit and the outcome of this will be sent to the CC when complete.
7.4 Cllr Barclay did not know the answer as to whether or not Common Good land had been used in realigning the corner. If this was the case, he thought that the District Valuer would set a value on the land used and this should be paid into the Common Good fund.

7.5 Mr McLennan informed the CC that as a number of representations had been made to him about the WWTW planning application he was putting a letter in the Ross-shire expressing his personal concern about the way in which this application had been handled. Mr Cornwell took exception to this and gave a long statement to the CC the gist of which was that he supported the conclusion of the Planning Department and that in his view, based on long experience, the WWTW as proposed, was perfectly ok for the community.
8. Correspondence
8.1 Other than the letter from the Chief Executive of the Highland Council, covered under planning, there were no items of correspondence.
9. Finance
9.1
February 2012
FINANCE

Income since meeting held in January 2012
Income for this period = NIL

Total income for this period = NIL

Expenditure = NIL
Total expenditure for this period = NIL
Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.

Nil
Statement of Treasurers Account No 00226971

Treasurers £2,361.55
Funds committed from this figure = NIL

Total funds committed = NIL
Balance remaining £2,361.55 in general account for the business of the council.
Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council Charitable funds account No 00941146
Income since meeting held in January 2012
Income for this period = NIL

Total income for this period = NIL
Expenditure

Ch No 010099 = £89.00 E M Brown disbursements

Ch No 010100 = £28.00 Hire of Gordon Memorial Hall

Total expenditure for the period = £117.00
Statement of Account No 00941146 = £1,028.81
Funds committed = £142.94 Mrs Barclay disbursements
Balance remaining £885.87 for the business of the charitable account
Common Good Fund applications for funds (summaries of forms)
NIL
Charitable Fund (00941146) applications for funds (summaries of forms)
NIL
9.2 Enquiries regarding the Common Good Fund have yet to be resolved.
10 Roads and Pavements
10.1 Cllr Fraser informed the CC that he has concerns over the condition of the Fairy Glen road and as a consequence he had commissioned a survey on it. He had written to TEC services to ask for a proper strategic overview of how repairs can be taken forward – not just dealing with natters on a short term basis. He did not wish to “scaremonger” but felt that the condition of the road was not good and possibly unsafe. He would email the report to the CC.
10.2 Mr Cornwell informed the CC that a Castle St resident was taking photographs of potholes. The resident had written to TEC services but had received no reply. He was also concerned about the unevenness of pavements. Cllr Fraser undertook to follow up these issues.
10.3 Mr N MacLeod had prepared a detailed note of the events at the Ward Forum on 1st March. This is set out below:
· Roads maintenance
1. National Perspective

2. Highland Perspective

3. Local Perspective
· National Perspective
· Audit Scotland – Maintaining Scotland’s Roads (February 2011)

1. Proper road maintenance is vital to Scotland’ economy

2. The condition of Scotland’s roads is worsening

3. User satisfaction is decreasing

4. Present level of spending is insufficient to stop deterioration

5. The severe winter of 2009/10 led to Councils overspending by £35 million

6. The severe winter of 2010/11 had a similar effect

7. The cost of removing all defects is estimated at £2.25 billion.
· Scottish Road Maintenance Condition Survey

1. Measures the road surface condition across all 32 authorities

2. 3 categories:

· Green – percentage of road in good condition

· Amber – percentage of road which needs investigation

· Red - percentage of road which needs treatment.

3. Scotland wide the road condition is measured by “Red + Amber”

4. Highland (2010/11) – Red+Amber = 33.2% (1,400 miles)

5. Highland currently ranked 9th out of 32.
· Highland Perspective
· Annual Performance Survey – 2010

1. Importance of service:

· Winter Road Maintenance (1st)

· Road Repairs and Potholes (2nd)

· Refuse Collection (3rd)
2. The net satisfaction rate:

· Refuse collection = 75% (4th)

· Winter Road Maintenance -23% (40th)

· Road repairs and potholes -57% (bottom)
· Road Maintenance backlog for Highland = £145 million
· Local Perspective
· Roads are important to people and they want to see them well maintained.
· Local Issues:
· Potholes

· Water on roads

· Increased Rainfall?
· Forum Topic – water on our roads – whose responsibility is it?
· Where does the water come from?
· Rainfall/Snow
1. New roads – designed to shed water falling onto road

2. Older roads – many have evolved from tracks and have poor shape/drainage
· Adjacent Land
1. Roads have to accept water from above however it should be delivered in a controlled manner through established watercourses.

2. It is an offence under Section 99 of the Roads Scotland Act 1984 to allow any flow of water or of filth, dirt or other offensive matter from, or any percolation of water through, the land onto the road.
11. AOCB
11.1 The Chair reported that the latest proposals for the Diamond Jubilee were:
· 2nd June – Fun day in Rosemarkie with a ceilidh in the evening in Gordon Memorial Hall.

· Sunday plant trees

· Monday Ian Good will organize some events in Fortrose with a picnic for the community in the field
11.2 Mr Cornwell asked where the Union Flag was. No-one knew and Mr McLennan undertook to speak to Mr Phillips about this. (Action Mr Phillips).
11.3 Mr Cornwell produced a brochure regarding Fortrose that he had unearthed. It was agreed that this could be a useful foundation on which to build a more modern brochure for Fortrose & Rosemarkie. A small working group would be set up to take this forward. (Membership to be agreed).
11.4 Mrs Phillips informed the CC that the web site has been revamped. In addition, it was noted that the planning on the “research hut” at Chanonry point was up for renewal.
11.5 It was agreed that the annual beach cleans would take place as follows:
· Fortrose Saturday 21st April

· Rosemarkie Saturday 28th April
11.6 Cllr Fraser drew the attention of the CC to the “adopt a beach” campaign. This was highlighted in an article in the “Chatterbox”. Cllr Fraser also informed the CC that there was a leaflet regarding seagull control available from service points.
11.7 At the CC training an opportunity was taken to speak with the dog warden and learn all about the work undertaken by that important post.
11.8 The CC was informed that at the RSPB drop in centre at Resolis, there was a leaflet about the Black Isle.
Date of next CC meeting is Wednesday 11th March 2012.
Chair…………………………………………
Proposed by………………………….
