
FORTROSE AND ROSEMARKIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 13th June 2012
www.fortrosemarkie.org
Present: Elizabeth Brown (Chair)

Okain McLennan (Treasurer)

James Cornwell

Archie MacLeod

Jennifer Barclay
In attendance: Cllr Barclay
1. Chair’s Welcome
1. Mrs Brown welcomed everyone to the meeting after the AGM.
2. Apologies
2.1 Apologies were received from Ewen Wylie, Gerry McGarry, Neil MacLeod, Anne Phillips.
3.1 The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed by Archie MacLeod and seconded by James Cornwell
4. Points from the Public
4.1 There were no points from the public, four members of the public present but no comments apart from report by Brenda Steele on transport. (See AOCB)
5. Matters Arising
5.1 Mrs Brown informed the CC that in respect of the Public Meeting about traffic measures in the High Street , a letter supporting the changes as suggested by Mr McNaughton has been forwarded.
2. Jubilee weekend
2. Congratulations to PARK for the opening of the new children’s area in Rosemarkie and for the excellent turnout which they achieved. Congratulation to the Rosemarkie Amenities for the opening of the beach café and well done to James Cornwell for ‘planting’ the Jubilee tree in the grounds of Fortrose Cathedral. Sara Grant, Depute Lord Lieutenant unveiled the plaque and Erin McGarry presented her with flowers.

3. Chanonry Point meeting to be arranged by Billy Barclay.

4. Common Good map has been supplied by Ward manager.

5. Fairy Glen Road will now be surveyed extensively.

6. Common Good funding will be given to RAA towards toilet block, but request for cost to reviewed.

7. Gorse bushes have been removed from caravan site, this is within lease arrangement.
6. Police
6.1 There were no Police matters. Mrs Brown had received information from Calum Macrae apologizing for being unable to attend.
7. Planning
APPLICATIONS FOR 13 JUNE 2012-06-08
Application Detail
12/01816/FUL Fit replacement windows at Strathaird, Courthill Road.

New windows are double glazed but “sash & case” like the originals. Approve
12/01445/MSC Erect House & Garage on Land South of Flowerburn
Mains.
Two previous applications are extant for this area. Further details awaited
12/01846/FUL Install Photo-Voltaic Panels on Rose Cottage, Castle Street.

Panels face the garden at the back and cannot be seen from Castle Street. Approve
12/01643/FUL Erect Extension to House, remove Outbuilding and erect fence.at18, Deans Road.
The extension allows for alterations to the kitchen and storage space. The outbuilding is
part of the property’s boundary with Ness Road. . Approve
12/01842/FUL Erect Extensions to House, 1 Redcraig Mill, 19 Bridge
Street.

Extension to kitchen and dining room on the ground floor. Changes to bathroom and en-

suite on the first floor and a new dormer window is shown on the drawing.
No adverse comment.
12/02139/FUL Erect Extension to House & Dormer Extension,
Springwells Cottage, Flowerburn.
This house on the Eathie road is opposite Hillockhead and shielded from the road by trees and shrubs. . It is quite isolated. Approve
12/02163/PIP Erect House on Land 35m NE of Wards Farm.

Refer to para 7.1 of May Minutes. There are drainage and access concerns and zoning of the plot under the Local Plan is not confirmed. . The house is 1.3/4 storey. The application will be advertised. Further detail needed
12/02106/FUL Extension to House and Install rooflight, terrace.
4 Nes Way..
Extension to SW side inckudes a first floor sunroom and the terrace system is on the SE or front roof. This property is not obtrusive and has a good level of privacy.being set back from Ness Way . No adverse comment
12/02192/FUL Install Replacement Roof Finish. 18 High Street,
Rosemarkie.
The roof is corrugated metal and could be rusting. Now advertised
8. Correspondence
There was no correspondence of note this month
9. Finance
April/May 2012
FINANCE

Income since meeting held in March 2012
Income for this period = NIL

Total income for this period = NIL

Expenditure = £200.00 Transfer to Charitable a/c
Total expenditure for this period = NIL
Bills yet to be paid and request made for authorisation of payment when paperwork received.

Nil

Statement of Treasurers Account No 00226971

Treasurers £1,161.55
Funds committed from this figure

Ch No 010351 = 52.00 E M Brown disbursements

Ch No 010352 = 8.00 Hall Costs

Total funds committed = 60.00
Balance remaining £1,101.55 in general account for the business of the council.
Fortrose and Rosemarkie Community Council Charitable funds account No 00941146
Income since meeting held in February 2012
Income for this period = £200.00 Transfer from Treasurers Account

Total income for this period = £200.00
Expenditure

Ch No 010101 = £300.00 Garage Rent

Total expenditure for the period = £300.00
Statement of Account No 00941146 = £1,785.87
Funds committed = NIL
Balance remaining £1,885.87 for the business of the charitable account
Common Good Fund applications for funds (summaries of forms)
NIL
Charitable Fund (00941146) applications for funds (summaries of forms)
NIL
10 Roads and Pavements
10.1 Hot boxing taking place at the moment.
11.AOCB
1. Public meeting 19th June 2012 Fortrose Academy theatre.
2. Suggestion to consider Town Hall for use as Youth café.
3 .Money from O’Briens to be used for children’s play area Action Mrs Brown
4. Report from Brenda Steele. See attached
Date of next CC meeting and AGM is Wednesday 11th July 2012.
Chair…………………………………………
Proposed by
Report from Brenda Steele
My first complaint is:

Stagecoach is regularly using an intercity [1] bus for some of the morning runs. This impairs the drivers ability to keep to the schedule as it is more difficult and time-consuming to navigate the narrow and congested areas of village centres in these buses. Moreover, extra time is needed for taking on and letting off passengers. It is difficult for the elderly to mount the steps up to the seating area. Passengers with shopping carts or suitcases have further difficulties as there is no internal package/luggage area and no standing area space with adjacent seats for those who wish to keep their belongings beside them. There is a further delay as the intercity bus is used for only a few trips and the driver has to electronically sign off the intercity bus and sign on to the regular service bus in Farraline Park part-way through his shift. [2]
While I appreciate that Stagecoach may need to use an intercity bus as an emergency replacement to keep our bus service running, I do not think it should be a regular practice as is is now.
My second complaint is:

The Black Isle bus service does not appear on the Bus Information Board at the Inverness College stop (and other stops on Longman). It is impossible to read the numbers on approaching buses at this stop until the last minute because of a large road sign blocking the view. Also in winter the setting sun is directly in line with the road and approaching bus. The shelter is at the wrong end of the bus pull-in. Not only does this mean that passengers have to walk half the length of the pull-in to get on the bus, but it also means that because of the aforementioned road sign, it is very difficult for bus drivers to see if anyone is waiting at the stop.   Most Black Isle buses approach this stop at top speed with little sign that they are considering stopping. They have to be flagged down. This means that you have to stand out of the bus shelter for every bus, and often buses it is the buses on the information board (25, 27)  which are most prepared to stop.  
 
At a minimum, the information board should show all buses that should stop, and drivers should be reminded that this is a valid passenger pick up. It would be good if the shelter could be moved, but I think this is Highland Council, not the bus company.
 
[1] This is a Citylink bus -  the kind used on runs between major cities such Inverness and Glasgow and Edinburgh. The seating area is a good four to five feet above ground level with at least five high step. There is no internal standing area or luggage area as these are buses are designed for long distance travellers with suitcases which are stowed by the drivers from the outside in large compartments under the bus seating area. Access to these compartments is controlled from the drivers seat. While this works for a long trip with few stops, it is not practicable for rural bus runs. There are no facilities for the disabled.
 
[2] I got this information from a bus driver who complained about the difficulties that the use of this bus posed. I'd rather not have him mentioned in case there are repercussions for him.
