STONEHOUSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

(www.community-council.org.uk/stonehousecommunitycouncil)
Chairman: George Smith, 6 Naismith Court, Stonehouse.  Email: georgepm244@aol.com

Secretary: Robert Freel, 75 Lockhart Street, Stonehouse. Email: robfreel@btinternet.com


MINUTES OF STONEHOUSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING - HELD ON;

MONDAY 20th JANUARY 2014
	Item
	

	1
	MEMBERS PRESENT & APOLOGIES

	
	In attendance

Apologies

G. Smith
R. Freel
Cllr Cooper
J Hewart
R Craig
M.Casey  
Cllr Dorman

D Carmichael
G Haddow
S Montgomery
Cllr Campbell Cllr Holman, two members of Police Scotland and 17 members of the public 

were in attendance. G. Smith welcomed everyone to the meeting.


	2
	PREVIOUS MINUTES
	Action

	
	 The Minutes were agreed by those present.
	

	3
	POLICE REPORT
	Action

	
	Constables O’Neil and Freel attended the meeting. Constable O’Neil reported that there had been 105 incidents in the village, slightly up from last month. 22 of the incidents had generated 22 crime reports.  One of these had been in relation to shop lifting from the Co-op, resulting in a person being charged and bail conditions applied. There had been two assaults and both had been detected. There had been an attempted break in at a house in West Mains estate. In response to an enquiry relating to finding a bank card the advice was to return the card to the bank. Constable Freel proposed that the CC meeting would become the focus for the community information network and this was agreed.  There had been some issues relating to the football at the Tilework Park but these had been resolved. The speed survey of traffic on the Strathaven Road was discussed and the police indicated that they would raise the matter with Road Traffic and any response would depend on resource availability. The speed of vehicles at the crossing and going through a red light was also discussed. If the registration number can be obtained, this should be passed to the police.

A question on diesel spills on roads was also raised and it was stated that the matter should be reported to SLC Roads Dept and to the police if it is thought that the spill is likely to result in accidents happening. It was confirmed that the speed limit on the road from the roundabout at the end of the bypass to Canderside toll was 60 mph. The officers were thanked for their reports.

Police left the meeting at this point
	

	4
	BUSINESS MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
	

	
	Any matters arising would be dealt with under  the appropriate  agenda item
	


	5
	CORRESPONDENCE
	Action

	
	The Secretary went through the details of correspondence received and outgoing and a list of all correspondence had been circulated with the copy of the minutes and agenda. Secretary also emphasised that any of the correspondence can be viewed if required. The time scale for a response to the proposed Community Empowerment Bill was tight but the CC would formulate a response. The proposals from SLC in respect of the work of CCs had already been considered. Interest would be registered regarding the proposals relating to a rural parliament. The Local Policing Plan for Lanarkshire division will also be examined and commented on.
	Sect.

	6
	SOUTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL
	Action

	6.1


	Roads

The constant flooding at the entrance to the west mains estate during periods of

heavy rain was raised and it was agreed to take this up with SLC. The issue of 

some of the street lighting on Strathaven Road being constantly on had been 

resolved with new sensors being fitted. Flooding at the entrance to Loch Park had been reported by Cllr Dorman as being worked on.

Planning

The issues relating to the fence on Manse Road was being dealt with by SLC. 

Hospital Grounds

The Chair reported that he and the vice chair would be attending a meeting on the

22nd with the CEO of South Lanarkshire NHS Trust, SLC’s Head of Planning and Cllr 

Cooper to discuss the situation regarding the vacant ground. 

Manse Road

The initial construction work on two houses in Manse Road was raised and, although outline planning permission had been granted the detailed planning application had only recently been seen by the CC. some confusion as to when permissions were given however this s matter would be taken up with SLC elected members.

Barratt Development

The Chair reported that a meeting of the stakeholders group was scheduled for 27th
January and a report would be issued at the next meeting

 Dovesdale Waste Plant Development

A letter had been received and was read out by the chair regarding proposals to set up a community liaison group to discuss the application for waste management. Cllr Holman was attempting to ascertain how such a group would be established and what the membership would be. A proposed application to widen the road to the site had been submitted. This would enable the planning consent to remain active. It was agreed to keep this matter under review and attend any meeting when it is eventually set up

4-5 the Cross
The Chair reported on meetings which had been held at Lifestyles and County 

Buildings on the future of the building involving SLC staff, the Adams trust in 

Strathaven and Cllrs Campbell and Cooper. The financial viability of the scheme 

depended on a variety of factors, including the likely cost of the building, the repairs 

which could be required, the timescales required to bring together the necessary paperwork etc. 

discussions were still on-going and a further report would be made to the next

meeting.

Town Group

Cllr Cooper had raised the possibility of creating a town/village group for

Stonehouse similar to the Town Group in Strathaven. Such a group would be

established and chaired by SLC and SLC officials would take part in meetings and

Administer the group. It was agreed to continue to explore this proposal.


	Cllrs

Cllrs

	7
	HEALTH MATTERS
	

	 
	Nobody was available to attend the treatment room meetings,

The alternative number for the Medical Centre is now available on the CC website.


	

	8
	UTILITIES
	

	
	No matters reported. 
	

	9
	TRANSPORT
	

	
	No matters reported. 
	

	10
	TREASURER’SREPORT
	

	
	The secretary intimated that there was no change from last meeting and informed those present that the balance in the bank account was £689.44
	

	11
	FACEBOOK
	

	
	Facebook continues to be used.
	

	12
	AOCB
	

	
	AOCB

The Chair intimated that it was the intention of the CC to organise a Question Time event on Friday 7th March in Lifestyles on the issue of Scottish 

Independence. Most of speakers had accepted the invitation to take part, but that
a number of issues had still to be finalised. The community council’s thoughts on the process were that Questions would be asked for in advance of the event, and the details of final numbers and the distribution of tickets would be agreed soon. The idea was welcomed by the meeting and a number of suggestions were also made including inviting senior pupils from Strathaven and Larkhall Academy.
The Secretary requested permission to buy an ink cartridges and virus and anti malware software for the lap top at an estimated cost of £25 for cartridges and £26 for software. Actual invoices will be submitted via the expenses sheet. This was agreed.
The lack of broadband capacity in the village was raised and residents were encouraged to log onto the BT site and register interest in the broadband infinity fibre connection
Attention was drawn to a family ceilidh event to be held in Lifestyles on the 31st January and it was agreed to put the information on the face book page.
Chair advised that the community council would be attending a meeting of four community councils to discuss Banks Development wind farms, this would take place week commencing 3rd February.
	

	12
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The meeting closed at 8.40pm. The next meeting will be held on Monday 17th February 2014 at 7.30pm in Lifestyles.
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