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Housing and Technical Resources

Executive Director Stephen Gibson
 Housing Services

	Mr Robert Freel, 
Secretary
(stonehousecommunitycouncil@gmail.com)
	Our ref:
	qA1497989

	
	Your ref:
	

	
	If calling ask for:
	Rosie Hart

	
	Email:
	Stratsupadm@southlanarkshire.gov.uk

	
	Date:
	6 November 2023


Dear Mr Freel
Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA)
Request for Information

I refer to your information request(s) received by the council on 16 October 2023 in which you ask for the following information:

1) How many people from Stonehouse are currently on the housing waiting list for Stonehouse. 
2) How many people altogether are waiting on a house in Stonehouse.
3) How many social houses have been built in south Lanarkshire in the Last 3 years by

a) South Lanarkshire council

b) Housing associations

c) private sector 

4) What are SLC plans for building social housing for rent for the next 3 years.
Holding the Information
The council has searched its records and has located part of the information that you have requested in relation to 1), 2), 3a) and 3c). This information is as follows:
1) 117

2) 719

3a) 629 Properties have been built over the financial years 2020/2021, 2021/2022 and 2022/2023
3c) Nil 

Request refused in terms of section 17 of FOISA

The council cannot give you any of this information in relation to 3b) and 3c), because it does not have it. This information relates to social housing development by Housing Associations, and private housing, and South Lanarkshire Council does not hold it.

You may wish to contact individual Housing Associations directly to request this information.
Response to Request
The Council can withhold information where one or more exemptions listed in FOISA apply, whish is relevant to 4). The relevant exemption(s) is:

· The information requested is otherwise accessible because the Council or another public body makes it available through their Publication Scheme (section 25 (1) and (3) of FOISA.

4) 
Any housing site intended for development by South Lanarkshire Council as requested in question is published within the Council’s Strategic Housing Investment Plan 2023-2028.
Request for Review

The council has a Review Panel to deal with complaints from people who are not happy about the way that it has handled their request. Staff not involved in the original decision will handle any review. 

If you want to complain, you can ask the Review Panel to look at the way that we have dealt with your request. It will consider whether we have complied with the requirements of FOISA. Please note that if you wish to complain, you must do so by 18 January 2023. You must explain why you are not happy when requesting a review. 

Please note that the Review Panel cannot look at any decisions taken by the council or actions of the council or any of its employees or a service provided by it that are not connected to the handling for request for information.

You should send your request for a review to:

FOI Reviews

Legal Services 

Finance and Corporate Resources

Floor 11 

Council Offices

Almada Street

Hamilton

ML3 0AA

Alternatively, you can request a review at foi.reviews@southlanarkshire.gov.uk.

Any references in connection with Data Protection complaints, queries etc should be referred to:

Data Protection Officer 

Legal Services 

Finance and Corporate Resources

Floor 11 

Council Offices

Almada Street

Hamilton

ML3 0AA

or by e-mail to dp@southlanarkshire.gov.uk
Legal Advice

Within Legal Services the initial points of contact for any legal queries relating to FOI or data protection are Margaret Mary Wilson and Gerry Mays. 
Appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner

If you are not happy with the outcome of the review, you can appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner. The Commissioner will decide whether the council has dealt with your request properly. Please see the Commissioner’s website at www.itspublicknowledge.info for further details.

Yours sincerely
R. Hart
Rosie Hart
Development and Private Sector Co-ordinator

Council Offices, Almada Street, Hamilton ML3 0AA
 Email: stratsupadm@southlanarkshire.gov.uk
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