STONEHOUSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

(www.community-council.org.uk/stonehousecommunitycouncil)
Chairman: George Smith, 6 Naismith Court, Stonehouse.  Email: georgepm244@aol.com

Secretary: Robert Freel, 75 Lockhart Street, Stonehouse. Email: robfreel@btinternet.com


MINUTES OF STONEHOUSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING - HELD ON;

MONDAY 15th AUGUST 2011
	Item
	

	1
	MEMBERS PRESENT & APOLOGIES

	
	In attendance

Apologies

G. Smith
R. Craig
W. Mackie
M. Casey
R. Freel
Cllr Filshie
Gavin Haddow
Cllrs Campbell, Holman, Malloy and 62 members of the public were in attendance. 

Christina McKelvie MSP also attended. Chair George Smith welcomed everyone to the 
meeting and introduced the top table.


	2
	POLICE REPORT
	Action

	
	Community Police Officers Dewar and McAllister attended. Constable Dewar reported that there had been 13 arrests for anti social behaviour, youths drinking etc. over the last month. This was a decrease from the previous month. The police had also been dealing with traffic offences in the village. A quantity of drugs had been seized at addresses in the village over the past month. Concerns were expressed regarding youths at St Ninian’s church and in the area of Violet Crescent. and the hospital grounds. The police would be looking closely at these areas and if complaints continue look towards implementing an action plan. The Constable outlined the procedure of writing to parents whose children were involved in anti social activity. The Chair encouraged people to phone the police and report criminal activity. The scam involving asking people for money in return for fake jewellery mentioned. 
6 the cross was discussed as having been re-opened no serious problems reported. Chair thanked the Police for a comprehensive report. 
Police left the meeting at this point.
	

	3
	PREVIOUS MINUTES
	Action

	
	The Minutes were accepted by those present as a correct record of the June meeting.
	

	4
	Christina McKelvie MSP
	Action

	
	 Chair once again introduced the new MSP for Stonehouse. Christina spoke about the meeting with members of the Community Council (CC) prior to this meeting where she had been briefed on issues in the village. With regard to the Scotgen application, she had met and spoken to SEPA and had submitted an objection to the proposed application. She had done research on similar plants in Europe and was arranging meetings with MEPs to share information as well as raising concerns on the Zero Waste plans for Scotland. Christina intimated that Scotgen seemed unable to produce a boiler design to meet SEPA’s and the operating requirements of the proposed plant. The result of the forthcoming court case would determine what future action could and should be taken. A further public consultation exercise by SEPA was expected. There was recognition that govt policy on this issue would have to be changed and she had already taken the matter up with the appropriate Minister. She had indicated to the Minister that the Scotgen Action Group would be willing to provide input into any review of Govt policy.
Christina is currently setting up a local office in Barncluth Business Centre in Hamilton and hopes to have local surgeries in Stonehouse soon.  Questions were then sought from those present at the meeting.

A question on all party political groups to examine incinerators was raised; If such a group was set up Christina would be seeking to be involved in it.

Mrs Cross asked a question about a previous meeting and was asked to see Christina at close of meeting.
	MC


	5
	CORRRESPONDENCE
	

	
	A list of correspondence received was circulated to the meeting. The Sec reported on the correspondence and advised that all correspondence was open for inspection.
Third stage complaint was raised and secretary outlined contents. Agreed that secretary take forward complaint as an individual.
	

	6
	SOUTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL
	

	6.1
	ROADS
	Action

	
	Complaints were raised about the lack of street and pavement cleaning of roads in the village. Cllr Malloy said he would raise the matter. Dog litter outside school was also raised.
The issue of traffic in New Street was raised and the previous problems already discussed were raised again. CC sought support from elected members for changes in this area.  The traffic calming at the school in Towhead Street, the positioning of traffic lights near the hospital and a need to review traffic measures when the ICF opens later this year. Other areas were also mentioned, the junction of Patrickholm Avenue and Sidehead Road,Camnethan Street. The Chair reported that a list of issues regarding roads in the village had already been given to SLC, who were working their way through the list. The Cllrs agreed to take up the matters raised with the Roads Dept. Agreed that CC secretary would also write concerning these issues.
Signage at Boghall road, dog fouling Sidehead road raised as were problems in weavers way.
	Cllrs Malloy
Campbell Holman
Cc Sect.

	6.2

	PLANNING
1) A planning application regarding a proposed hot food take away at Violet Crescent was discussed. No apparent changes to previous plan. The CC had already objected to a similar application when it had been submitted a year previous. Following discussion it was the unanimous view of the meeting that the CC should object to the proposal. The Chair indicated that we would also raise the matter with the police. 
              Cllr Holman left the meeting during the discussion on this matter.
2) Banks Renewables wind farm application
Chairman updated those present on the community councils work on this matter and SLC officials are the stumbling block. Community council have been trying to work with other community council s on this matter.
	

	6.3
	ICF
	Action

	
	The building was 2 months ahead of schedule, and would be ready in November, The Heritage Group had supplied photographs which would form a feature on one of the walls. Friday was the closing date for items to be included in the time capsule. Groups in the village who were already using the existing halls would be given time to organise the cross over to the ICF. There would also be an opportunity for these groups to visit the ICF before the opening. All existing bookings in the Institute and other venues would be transferred and groups would be contacted beforehand. 4/5 The Cross would remain but the Institute would close. The future of the Institute was still to be decided as a number of options are open including the development trust, open market sale or local development.

A question on hall let costs was asked, as far as CC were aware no increases were planned.
	

	7
	HEALTH MATTERS
	Action

	
	The issue of charging for the use of the public toilet in the village was raised. Cllrs to investigate and report back.

Carers time reduction was also raised Cllr Malloy will investigate.

 
	All Cllrs

Malloy


	8
	UTILITIES  
	Action

	
	No issues were raised 
	

	9
	TRANSPORT
	

	
	Secretary reported on this matter and read out the letter from SPT. Contrary to contents of the letter the issue of buses from Stonehouse to Strathaven on Saturdays had been raised in 2002 when J Young and J Burns were councillor  for the village and in 2005 base line report on village. It was raised almost annually thereafter. It was a question of demand and whether a subsidy could be considered. This would be known at the end of August. Secretary has responded to SPT on behalf of chair on this matter.
	

	10
	REPORTS
	Action

	10.1
	Elected Members
No reports – matters dealt with during the meeting
	

	10.2
	Treasurer
The Secretary reported that Treasurer had reported that there was a closing balance of £1323.51. this included carry over balance from previous years.
	

	11
	TRIENNIAL ELECTION
	

	
	Returning officer, 

Andrew Clark intimated that he would undertake duties of returning officer. Secretary to feed back the details to Margaret Armstrong
	

	12
	AOCB
	Action

	
	The Chair had met with police and with representatives of SLC and the Manager of the Homeless Unit which had opened at the Cross. There had been no public consultation before the unit opened with the CC, Police, Chemist, Health Centre. It was pointed out that the village did not have the infrastructure to support a unit of this nature. The telephone no for the Manager of the unit was 01698 794811. Concerns were expressed about the problems that had been experienced in the past when a similar facility had operated in the village, and that the village was being used as a dumping ground for people with social/drug problems. Cllr Malloy reported that SLC was conducting a review of Tenancy and Occupier Policy and that the issue of this new unit should be raised as part of the review. It was agreed that the CC should continue its efforts to have the unit closed. The issue of the condition of some of the buildings at the Cross was raised. 
 The ground at the Hospital was still for sale.
	

	13
	Next Meeting
	

	
	The Meeting closed at 9.20. The next meeting will be on Monday 19th September 2011 in the Public Institute at 7.30.
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