STONEHOUSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

(www.community-council.org.uk/stonehousecommunitycouncil)
Chairman: George Smith, 6 Naismith Court, Stonehouse.  Email: georgepm244@aol.com

Secretary: Robert Freel, 75 Lockhart Street, Stonehouse. Email: robfreel@btinternet.com


MINUTES OF STONEHOUSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING - HELD ON;

MONDAY 19th SEPTEMBER 2011
	Item
	

	1
	MEMBERS PRESENT & APOLOGIES

	
	In attendance

Apologies

R  Craig
G. Haddow
W. Mackie
G. Smith
M. Casey
R. Freel
Cllr Campbell
Cllr, Holman, and 10 members of the public were in attendance. Two did not sign attendance 

Record. Apologies received from Chair, W Mackie and Cllr Campbell and Filshie.


	2.
	Ian Guild Land Services
	

	
	Vice Chair Robert Craig introduced Ian Guild from land services who was asked to attend following issues raised at the previous meeting.
Ian introduced his self and advised what services he was responsible for. His remit covered ground maintenance, street cleaning, countryside & green space areas, cemeteries  & burials. Land services had been restructured around 12-14 months ago. The department was contracted by other departments in south Lanarkshire council to carry out land service work for them. i.e. Roads, housing etc.  

Brian Hampsey was the area supervisor in charge of a team covering Stonehouse and Strathaven. Part of the squad was responsible for flower displays and litter picks in the village. A small cleaning machine operated between the two areas and also a dedicated swingo litter machine which went round the village every two weeks.  Zone 1 areas which were shop fronts were cleaned on a more regular basis. 

Weed killing was an area highlighted in the letter sent by the community council and Ian admitted that weed killing had failed. Previously weed killing had been contracted to a separate company however this was now being carried out by members of the land services team. The main reasons it had failed was down to a combination of factors a) weather, chemicals being used (they were not strong enough and previously available chemicals could no longer be obtained) c) training of the in-house team to weed kill properly. 
Whilst parts of the bypass were looking good, roads department had sought cuts in the work placed resulting in areas being subjected to one cut. Village was probably receiving more cuts than it should get.

Areas highlighted as requiring attention were cemetery paths, garden area at King street, running track and parking and path area at running track.

Access moneys had been obtained for Châtellerault  park woodland areas to reduce conifers and plant native species.

Cemetery walls which had previously been reported by Willie Mackie were on a list of work to be carried out, however budget constraints limited the amount of work being carried out.

Questions from Public:

a) Violet crescent area at shops was always badly littered, could this be looked at. Ian advised as it was a zone  1 area he would ask his team to look at it.

B) Lane behind 175,176,178 Murray drive required bushes to be cut back and weeded. As did additional bins in this area.

c) Union street was also bad for litter.
Ian advised that he would examine all these areas as well as speak to a colleague about litter and fines for dropping litter in these areas.


	IG

	2
	POLICE REPORT
	Action

	
	No Community Police Officers present however community councillor Molly Casey updated all present on a Bi Monthly police meeting that she had attended on 2nd September.

Police had stated there were still problems at hospital site and violet crescent. Mia’s Bistro had temporarily lost their licence due to licence infringements and illegal quad bikers would be pursued by police on trials bikes.
	

	3
	PREVIOUS MINUTES
	Action

	
	The Minutes were accepted by those present as a correct record of the August meeting.
	

	4
	BUSINESS ARISING
	Action

	
	Vice chair advised that all items would be discussed thro the agenda.
	

	5
	CORRRESPONDENCE

	

	
	A list of all correspondence received and issued was circulated to the meeting. The Secretary reported on these and passed the correspondence out to the members of public in attendance. Agenda  specific items would be discussed throughout the meeting.
	

	6
	SOUTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL

	

	6.1
	ROADS
	Action

	
	Secretary advised on the correspondence outgoing and on the response that Councillor Campbell had received. A number of issues were still outstanding as the responses were vague and did not elaborate on some of the areas of concern.
Mr Carmichael raised concerns regards Udston Mill road and Murihead requiring repairs, this had been previously reported and would be done so again by the CC.
	SECT

	6.2
	PLANNING
An application had been submitted for the Thistle inn. This was discussed and it was agreed that the community council would submit observations on this matter. 
	SECT

	6.3
	ICF
	Action

	
	The ICF would officially open on the 7th November; The community council had been offered the opportunity to hold its next meeting at the centre prior to the official opening this would also give attendees the opportunity to view the facility. It was agreed that our next meeting (17th October) be held in the new ICF.
	

	7
	HEALTH MATTERS
	Action

	
	No Maters arising
 
	


	8
	UTILITIES  
	Action

	
	No issues were raised for Electricity & Gas.
Scottish Water: Waste Water Treatment Plant

John Young’s letter was discussed in relation to the plant and the mess within the Cander. The community council thro Gavin Haddow had raised this issue and were currently pursuing a site meeting with Scottish Water. Scottish Waters project manager did not want us on the site for a number of months however it was agreed that the CC pursue this matter to obtain a site visit and see first hand what the problems are. Discussion also took place on the pollution from the salt mound held at Dovesdale
 
	

	9
	TRANSPORT
	

	
	Robert Freel provided an update on this matter. SPT had taken no action and wished the community council to pursue this matter via access to the rural bus service. The  details issued by Robert Freel included how to register for the service as well as call how to call off the rural bus service. This would be monitored by the community council and reported thro the press.
	

	10
	REPORTS
	Action

	10.1
	Elected Members
No reports – matters dealt with in the meeting
	

	
	
	

	10.2
	TREASURER 

	Action

	
	The Secretary reported that there was a closing balance of £1303.51
	

	11
	TRIENNIAL ELECTION
	Action

	
	Andrew Clark the appointed returning officer for the next election had dropped off nomination forms for members of the public and asked that forms be returned to himself in order that he could forward to Margaret Armstrong before the closing date.
An advert would appear in the Hamilton Advertiser next week seeking nominations for various council areas in South Lanarkshire
	

	12
	SCOTGEN AND DOVESDALE APPLICATION
	

	
	Discussion centred on the recent announcement by SLC to appoint Viridor a 25 year contract to process its waste. Whilst no indication that Viridor will process at Dovesdale various questions were raised as to the planning process if the applicant changed. Whilst the planning application for Dovesdale included incineration if anyone took over this application and only sorted waste the incinerator element would remain meaning that at a later stage the incinerator could be built.  Other considerations were that Scotgen could also lease the land to Viridor, sell it on.  Concern  was also raised  regarding the possibility of the waste being sorted at Dovesdale and shipped elsewhere as the number of lorry movements would increase and this could require an additional road assessment.

The Action groups judicial review will continue and it is hoped that the planning decision will be overturned as being the wrong place for this type of facility. 

The matter had also been discussed by SNP at committee meeting 
Gareth from the action group stated that Viridor were a large and slick operator and had already been in contact with the action group.

It was agreed that the community council raise the following issues

a) Would a change of operator or change from incineration require a planning amendment and who would be advised.

b) Local plan in relation to waste sorting

c) Environmental Assessment would this be required to be amended 

	SECT

	12
	AOCB
	

	
	Reported by Mrs Piper that the Demolished building at cross required action to be taken and litter was gathering inside the fence area. Agreed that the CC would raise this matter with SLC to establish what they were doing regards enforcement of carrying out rectification work with this building.
Mr  Weir advised that the council had lost the plans for the building and that it would be sorted.

The next meeting is scheduled for 17th October and will take place at the new ICF facility. Time will be 7.30pm.
	SECT
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