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The long-term strategic spatial plan for Scotland

NPF4 is even more important than NPF3 because:

• It incorporates Scottish Planning Policy

• It is part of the development plan

• This matters because Councils are legally 
required to make decisions on planning 
applications in line with the development plan 
unless material considerations indicate otherwise

Importance of NPF4
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Scottish Planning Policy

Strategic Development Plans

Local Development Plans

Before After

Purpose of Planning

NPF4

Local Development Plans

Planning (Scotland) Act 2019



“The purpose of planning is to manage the 
development and use of land in the long term 
public interest”

Anything which

• contributes to sustainable development or

• achieves Scotland’s national outcomes

is considered as being in the long term public 
interest

Purpose of Planning



• Improving the health and wellbeing of our people

• Increasing the population of rural areas

• Meeting housing needs

• Improving equality and eliminating discrimination

• Meeting targets for emissions of greenhouse gases

• Securing positive effects for biodiversity

NPF4 – Six Statutory Outcomes



• Strategy

• National Developments

• Policies

• Delivery

NPF4 – Structure



• Compact growth

• Local living

• Balanced development

• Conserving and recycling assets

• Urban and rural synergy

• Just transition

NPF4 – Six Spatial Principles



• Climate Emergency

• Nature Crisis

• Transport

• Housing

• Energy

• Circular Economy

• Retail

• Industry

• Heritage

NPF4 – Issues





• Sustainable Places

• Liveable Places

• Productive Places

• Distinctive Places

NPF4 – Themes





















• 10 November 2021 – 31 March 2022

• Public and Parliamentary consultations in parallel

• Respond directly to Scottish Government

• Send your response to your 8 MSPs

• Local Government Committee + others

• APRS and PD suggestions

• www.transformingplanning.scot

• scotplan@gov.scot

Consultation Responses
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