BONNYRIGG AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on 14 August 2025, at Lasswade Library
	
	

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Present:
	George Nicol (Chair), Suzanne Ross (Secretary), Fiona Warner (Treasurer), Dougie West (Media), Liz MacDonald (Minutes), John Aitchison, James Cameron, David Hally, Bill MacDonald, Alison Thomson, Stuart Young.

	In attendance:
	Cllrs Dianne Alexander, Derek Milligan, David Virgo; Billy Innes, Flora Kenny, Marybel Tracey.

	Apologies:
	Joyce Bernard, Joan Sumner.



	ITEM
	1
	Chair’s opening remarks
	

	Noted
	(i)
	GN welcomed everyone to the August meeting and asked if anyone knew people who would like to join the Community Council. 
	

	
	
	
	

	ITEM
	2
	Minutes and matters arising from 12 June meeting
	

	Noted
	(i)
	A new bin had been placed outside Cockpen Church Hall. BMacD expressed his thanks to the Council’s Environmental Health team for providing it.
	

	Noted
	(ii)
	The motion to approve the June 2025 draft minutes was proposed by DH and seconded by DW. The minutes were adopted as an accurate reflection of the June meeting.
	

	
	
	
	

	ITEM 
	3
	Police report
	

	Received
	(i)
	Police reports for June and July had previously been circulated.
	

	Noted
	(ii)
	PC Cunningham was unable to attend.
	

	Noted
	(iii)
	Discussion was held on the 20mph speed limit in Bonnyrigg and lack of consistency of signage. Midlothian Council was dealing with signs, electronic signs and roundels on roads. It would take some time to have everything in place. 
	

	
	
	
	

	ITEM
	4
	Treasurer’s report
	

	Noted
	(i)
	FW still had problems getting action from the Royal Bank of Scotland. AR’s signature needed to be removed from the list of approved persons. The local branch could not help with this. She had to phone and was not getting a response.
	

	Noted
	(ii)
	JA still had online access and would check the balance and report it at the September meeting.
	

	ACTION
	(i)
	JA to check bank balance and recent transactions to report both at meeting on 11 September. 
	JA

	Noted
	(iii)
	Bank of Scotland charged per transaction, while Royal Bank of Scotland would provide two years’ free banking, which was why FW had changed the bank account.
	

	ITEM 
	5
	Secretary’s report
	

	Noted
	(i)
	SR had been back in contact with Melville Housing Association about the proposed community garden. It had not yet been discussed at their Board. They wanted the Community Council to arrange a public meeting to determine the volume of interest in the garden and then it would be presented to the Board.
	

	ACTION
	(i)
	SR to arrange a public meeting on the proposed community garden.
	SR

	
	
	
	

	ITEM
	6
	Report from Midlothian Councillors
	

	Received
	(i)
	Verbal update from DA.
	

	Noted
	(i)
	Midlothian House was to close for 18 months for refurbishment and staff would be moved to Fairfield House. An office in White Hart Street would be open for general enquiries. 
	

	Noted
	(ii)
	Lasswade High School Child Care Service would close in September. 
	

	Noted
	(iii)
	There were still complaints about the state of the buildings at Lasswade and Hawthornden Primary Schools. The huge rise in costs for new schools and budget constraints meant there was no spare money for primary school buildings.
	

	Noted
	(iv)
	There was pressure to see a reduction in the school travel transport costs, which had more demands and cost £1.7m more than was budgeted. 
	

	Noted
	(v)
	A free community bus, number 800, was running between Pathhead and Penicuik. It provided two return trips per day, Monday-Thursday and one on Friday, on a six-month trial from March.
	

	Noted
	(vi)
	The start of the A7 improvements had caused a lot of traffic delays, but she believed all the problems would be worth it when it was finished. 
	

	Noted
	(vii)
	Storm Florin on 4 August had damaged trees in Vogrie Country Park and disrupted the intended London-Edinburgh cycle event. Only one person made it to Dalkeith. All the others had to abandon. 
	

	Noted
	(viii)
	There had been a lot of complaints about the state of cemeteries, with an increase in burials over the last 3-4 months, but no corresponding spike in deaths. Perhaps there had been delays in arranging funerals.
	

	Noted
	(ix)
	Visits to A&E were much higher in the eastern part of Midlothian, compared with the west. 
	

	
	
	
	

	Received
	(i)
	Verbal update from DM
	

	Noted
	(i)
	He was glad to see Lasswade Primary School had been given additional money, but it was not enough for all the repairs required. 
	

	Noted
	(ii)
	He questioned again the need for a £12m swimming pool at the new school outside Penicuik.
	

	Noted
	(iii)
	He also questioned why £12.5m was to be spent on updating council offices if the Council could be run for 18 months from Fairfield House.
	

	Noted
	(iv)
	He agreed the 20mph speed limit in Rosewell and Bonnyrigg was confusing to drivers, with 30mph still on the ground in places and electric signs still displaying 30. Sat-navs were also confused.
	

	Noted
	(v)
	The scaffolding would soon be coming down at the care facility replacing St Mary’s Primary School. 
	

	Noted
	(vi)
	All the local primary schools were still waiting for money for repairs. The capital budget had still not been set. A good settlement had been received from Westminster, more than had been expected, but he still anticipated problems in the years to come, with the fast growth of Midlothian’s population.
	

	Noted
	(vii)
	Housing additionality had been put into the Local Development Plan at the last moment, but none in Bonnyrigg. It was to be in Gorebridge and near Dobbies, but would still lead to traffic congestion in Bonnyrigg. 
	

	Noted
	(viii)
	No sign of road improvements at Sheriffhall roundabout and no extra trains were put on the Border Railway the previous weekend, when Edinburgh was busy with the Festival and Oasis concerts. He queried why extra carriages were not brought in. 
	

	Noted
	(ix)
	More buses were going to Polton Mill at night, with the last due there at 22.40. This was particularly helpful for people having nights out in Edinburgh.  FW welcomed the extra buses to Polton Mill, but asked about Rosewell, which still did not have a direct bus into Edinburgh. DM was in discussions with Taylor Wimpey about improving bus services. Lothian Buses, although owned by City of Edinburgh Council, always took a commercial decision. Midlothian Council had a seat at meetings, but not a vote. The 46 bus was not profitable, as most people got off in Bonnyrigg. 
	

	
	
	
	

	Received
	(i)
	Update from DV
	

	
	(i)
	He was delighted with the road resurfacing of Hawthornden Avenue. The first phase of the A7 improvement work was due to finish on 17 August. The next phase would not need traffic lights, so shouldn’t cause such delays.
	

	Noted
	(ii)
	The 900 new houses to be built at Melville Grange, near Dobbies, plus a new primary school would cause various issues, especially traffic pressure.
	

	Noted
	(iii)
	He agreed more scrutiny was required over the cost of school transport. The individual contracts and amount of transport being used needed examined.
	

	Noted
	(iv)
	The new primary to be built as part of the HS12 project would feed into Lasswade High School.
	

	Noted
	(v)
	The priority is to deal with the short-fall of capacity. If the Council can be made more profitable, it may be able to build schools where needed and invest in existing ones needing repair. DA pointed out the developer contributions helped with extra capacity at schools, but teachers were obviously required too and developer contributions don’t cover staff costs.
	

	
	
	
	

	Received
	(i)
	Questions to councillors
	

	Noted
	(i)
	DW asked about proposed work at Bonnyrigg Toll to improve traffic flow. The Community Council had suggested making it a 4-way traffic signal, rather than reducing the road width, losing pavement and parking spaces. DA had not heard anything further on this and would ask council officials and also about the 20mph signs.
	

	ACTION
	(i)
	DA to query work at Bonnyrigg Toll and timetable for roll out of all the 20 mph signs.
	DA

	Noted
	(ii)
	DW asked on behalf of Sandy Waterston, who was still having problems with deliveries, with confusion between 4 Rosewell Road and Dalhouise Chesters. People were mis-directed by GPS. This issue had been raised previously. DA advised he should contact “street naming” officers at the Council.
	

	Noted
	(iii)
	FW commented there had been a lot of broken wrists recently at the skate park in King George V Park and wondered could a sign be put up. The councillors didn’t believe it was their responsibility. 
	

	Noted
	(iv)
	AT pointed out the speed sign near Lasswade Primary School was set at 30 and only went to 20 during school arrival/departure times. LMacD said it was exactly the same outside Bonnyrigg Primary on Cockpen Road. She felt changing electronic signs should be a priority. SR said the Council was looking at all the signage. GN agreed the electronic signs should be done first. JC said that speed limiters in cars were confused as to what the speed actually was. DV said the police were not taking any action on excessive speeding yet, but it would be coming. He added it takes a while to get the roundels on roads changed.
	

	Noted
	(v)
	GN asked how the school travel budget had reached a £1.7m overspend. DV explained it was responsible for vulnerable adults as well as children. Apparently, the annual number crunching game consistently set the budget low, so it would balance, yet consistently went over budget and was not given the budget it needed. Head teachers and social workers had had authority to add to demand, but that had now been removed.
	

	Noted
	(vi)
	There were the same budgetary problems with the health and social care budget. Also, people with complex medical needs were living longer.
	

	
	
	
	

	ITEM
	7
	BDCC Groups and Associated Member reports:
	

	
	a
	MTRaP
	

	Noted
	(i)
	DW reported on the June meeting. The capital works and residential streets programmes were discussed. The road surface between Golf Course Road and Broomieknowe would be redone. There was no further news on work on the residential streets and he hoped to hear this at the next meeting.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	b
	MFCC
	

	Noted
	(i)
	DW said there was nothing new, apart from housing at Gorebridge  and Melville Grange, near Dobbies.
	

	
	
	
	

	 
	8
	AOCB
	

	Noted
	(i)
	Environmental concerns at Poltonhall Industrial Estate – Visitor, MT, had moved from the Highlands to be closer to her family. She was happy in her home, behind the Polton Inn and Poltonhall Industrial Estate, but was concerned about the nasty smells, general state of untidiness and noise at night and in the early hours of the morning from the industrial estate. There were also boy racers with noisy exhausts and reversing forklift trucks beeping. The industrial estate works 24 hours a day. SR said another resident had come to the Community Council earlier in the year, with the same concerns. He had been advised to contact Environmental Health. SR agreed to take the lady’s details and contact the Council again. DV advised her to copy the local councillors in to her message. 
	

	Noted 
	(ii)
	Heavy goods vehicle on narrow country roads – SY’s son lived near Carrington and was concerned about heavy vehicles on roads. There is not space for a car meeting a big delivery lorry. DV said it was very hard to unilaterally stop people using public roads, but speed limits were a help. Lorries needed to deliver material and lift rubbish. If a road is closed, or made one-way, gritter lorries won’t be used. Also, roads have to be accessible for emergency vehicles.
	

	Noted
	(iii)
	GP medical practices – GN asked if there had been any more feedback. JA said one of the medical practices in Penicuik was a training practice for GPs, but there wasn’t enough money available to take a trainee on. He was keen we continued to express our support for GPs and medical centres.
	

	Noted
	(iv)
	Bicycle shed – LMacD asked what was happening about the proposed bicycle shed. SR confirmed following her email to community councillors that blue was the preferred colour. The canopy over the top was to be made of metal, stronger than Perspex, but the sides would be Perspex, for improved security. It was to be placed between Pias and Dundas Street, with a security camera above. She hoped it would be in place before Christmas. It was to be provided by Sustrans, through Midlothian Council.
	

	
	
	
	

	ITEM 
	9
	Planning
	

	Noted
	(i)
	DW reported nothing more had heard about the proposals at Wadingburn.
	

	Noted
	(ii)
	There had previously been an application for a restaurant on the ground floor and a hotel on the first floor of the old carpet factory on Bonnyrigg High Street. A new application had been made from the same people for offices and retails units, with 4-5 different units. Questions were raised about access arrangements for these. 
	

	Noted
	(iii)
	JC stated that Gigis now wanted to make space for 12 cars, rather than the original 9. GN felt the community council needed to put in stronger objections to applications they did not approve of, such as this one.
	

	Noted
	(iv)
	JA agreed about the need for stronger objections and in particular about the problems at Sheriffhall. Most people wanted traffic flow improvements there, a few had objected, requested impact assessments and delayed action. He suggested the traffic problems be raised at other community councils and at the FMCC. There are avenues we could take that we have not already tried.
	

	Noted
	(v)
	Change of use request for 51A High Street to a home for multiple occupation (HMO). After discussion it was agreed not to object to this, as HMOs have to be licensed and thoroughly checked. It was deemed better to be licensed, rather than occupied by several people and unlicensed.
	

	Noted
	(vi)
	A car paint shop had applied to become a hot food takeaway at Poltonhall Industrial Estate. There would be concerns about smells and rubbish.
	

	
	
	
	

	ITEM 
	11
	Date of next meeting 
	
	
	Thursday 13 April at 7 pm in Lasswade Library.

	
	
	Thursday 11 September 2025 in Lasswade Library at 7 pm.
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