BONNYRIGG AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on 11 September 2025, at Lasswade Library
	
	

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Present:
	George Nicol (Chair), Suzanne Ross (Secretary), Fiona Warner (Treasurer), Dougie West (Media), Liz MacDonald (Minutes), John Aitchison, Joyce Bernard, James Cameron, Diane Easton, David Hally, Bill MacDonald, Joan Sumner, Alison Thomson.

	In attendance:
	Cllrs Derek Milligan, David Virgo; Lynsey Fyfe, Billy Innes, Flora Kenny, Alastair MacFarlane, Wilma Mack, Andrew Notman, Jo Rose, Anne Wood.

	Apologies:
	Cllr Dianne Alexander, PC Fiona Cunningham, Stuart Young.



	ITEM
	1
	Chair’s opening remarks
	

	Noted
	(i)
	GN welcomed everyone to the September meeting and was pleased to see so many visitors in attendance. He circulated a leaflet from Gorebridge Community Council, wondering if we could get some copied and delivered across the community. The printer Gorebridge used may be able to print it for us. He was concerned that a lot of people didn’t know of the Community Council’s existence, especially if they were not on Facebook. 
	

	
	
	
	

	ITEM
	2
	Minutes and matters arising from 12 June meeting
	

	Noted
	(i)
	JA had passed the required financial information to the Treasurer. 
	

	Noted
	(ii)
	SR had not yet arranged a public meeting on the proposed community garden.
	

	Noted
	(iii)
	As DA was not present, there was no update on the roll out of the 20 mph signs.
	

	Noted
	(iv)
	The motion to approve the August 2025 draft minutes was proposed by DH and seconded by FW. The minutes were adopted as an accurate reflection of the August meeting.
	

	
	
	
	

	ITEM 
	3
	Police report
	

	Received
	(i)
	Police report for August had previously been circulated.
	

	Noted
	(ii)
	PC Cunningham was unable to attend.
	

	Noted
	(iii)
	There was still much youth disorder in the town and an increase in broken windows. The police report will be added to the website by 12 September.
	

	
	
	
	

	ITEM
	4
	Treasurer’s report
	

	Noted
	(i)
	AR’s signature had been removed from the list of approved persons. FW and SR had now signed the RBS agreement. FW hoped she would have the cheque book and debit cards by the next meeting. She confirmed the balance as of 11 September was £3,597.55. She was now able to pay the outstanding bills, as almost £600 of expenditure had been incurred over the past few months. This would be reported at the October meeting. It was agreed FW would purchase the 3 poppy wreaths required for Remembrance Sunday.
	

	ACTION
	(i)
	FW to pay outstanding bills and purchase 3 poppy wreaths. 
	FW

	
	
	
	

	ITEM 
	5
	Secretary’s report
	

	Noted
	(i)
	SR reported on a consultation from Midlothian Council on lights on the Rosewell to Penicuik walkway. There were 3 proposals: - no lights; lights from dusk to midnight and from 5 am to dawn; or all the hours of darkness. The consultation was on the BDCC website and she encouraged people to complete it. DM pointed out there were already lights on the walkway from Tesco to Rosewell.
	

	Noted
	(ii)
	SR described the Midlothian Community Action Team (CAT), which had been made up of a police sergeant and 10 PCs in 2 different shifts. Its role was not just reactionary, but to deal with youth disorder, drink and drug issues. In April 2025 DM and DV heard that Police Scotland were no longer going to take money from Midlothian Council for the police community service via CAT. They were perturbed by this. Police numbers had declined and it took time for them to respond, so the CAT had an important role. The local police believed in it, as they could see how beneficial it was and helped keep kids out of trouble. Speed checks were done by them. DA, DM and DV were to have a meeting with the Police Scotland. 4,904 calls had been made to CAT in the past year. CAT had already been dismantled and DM felt it should be reinstated.
	

	
	
	
	

	ITEM
	6
	Report from Midlothian Councillors
	

	Received
	(i)
	Verbal update from DM.
	

	Noted
	(i)
	The 20mph speed limit roll out had been poor. Electronic signs had been changed to 20mph, but weren’t activated until a driver did over 30mph. It was going to take a while until all the required signage was in place.
	

	Noted
	(ii)
	The scaffolding was down from the new care facility at the old St Mary’s Primary School. There had been delays in construction due to COVID restrictions. It was hoped the entry date for residents would be in March 2026.
	

	Noted
	(iii)
	There were continuing problems with pigeons and their mess at Bonnyrigg Toll. Residents complained about the mess and smell.  Traps had been laid and 2-3 birds were caught each day. A power washer would be user and the Council’s environmental health team were aware of the issue.
	

	Noted
	(iv)
	An additional evening 31 bus to Polton Mill had been introduced. The 1.50am night bus from Princes Street had been stopped, as there was insufficient usage. The 12.20am bus was the last one now.  
	

	
	
	
	

	Received
	(i)
	Verbal update from DV.
	

	Noted
	(i)
	He had not much to add. He agreed with DM that the CAT was a useful service and was keen it be reinstated for its helpful work tackling anti-social behaviour. The CAT agreement with Police Scotland was unusual. He thought the police were trying to have the same service across Scotland and that may be the reason for cancelling it. Enhanced Community Policing Model was a new approach across Scotland, to deal with anti-social behaviour. The money was still in the budget, with £500,00 to address anti-social behaviour. DM said Police Scotland was offered £557,000 for CAT, but they refused it. He suggested BDCC write to the Chief Constable.
	

	ACTION
	(i)
	A letter/email about Midlothian CAT be sent to the Chief Constable.
	SR

	Noted
	(ii)
	Active travel funding would be used for the proposed lights on the railway path. There was a fixed contract for light bulbs, so it wouldn’t add much to the electricity bill. He wanted safe places for people to walk or cycle.
	

	
	
	
	

	ITEM
	7
	BDCC Groups and Associated Member reports:
	

	
	a
	MFCC
	

	Noted
	(i)
	DW said the next meeting would be on 17 September and there was nothing significant from the last one.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	b
	MTRaP
	

	Noted
	(i)
	DW said the next meeting was 6 October. He explained to visitors the capital works and residential streets programme, when we nominate streets for repair each year. It could take a while to get things done, but we had a useful impact on repairs.
	

	Noted
	(ii)
	Contractors are doing work on electric cables and gas installation on Polton Avenue Road, in preparation for the new houses at Hopefield 2. 
	

	
	
	
	

	 
	8
	AOCB
	

	Noted
	(i)
	Local medical practices – JA spoke about his motion in support of the GPs. The Scottish Government had provided an extra £15m for GP services in August. This was welcomed by the BMA and RCGPs, but there was still a significant funding gap of £290m and pressure on the IJB. An Audit Scotland review showed that GP numbers were falling and patient access had worsened. Lothian Local Medical Committee described the GPs’ workloads as heavy. Core funding was not in place and demand unsustainable. In the worst-case scenario, some practices may have to close and patients disbursed to other practices, already under stress. There would also be increased demand on NHS 24 and A&E services. If Midlothian got a reputation for burnout amongst GPs, there would be recruitment difficulties. The 15% growth in Midlothian population had resulted in much additional pressure on GPs. With new houses came developer contributions for school needs, but there was nothing extra for social care and an aging population. There had been a 40% growth in the number of kids with additional support needs and in time these kids would become adults with complex needs.  JA said it was vital we reinforced our commitment to the GP practices. He produced letter templates which should be sent to MSPs, MPs and all local list MSP candidates for next year’s Holyrood election, demanding they commit to a revised and enhanced funding provision for the Lothians, especially Midlothian. He asked that the statement to be read at MFCC so that other community councils were made aware. 
	

	Noted 
	(ii)
	2025 Constitution – SR had circulated the draft constitution for community councils, which had recently been revised by Midlothian Council. JA suggested some changes which she had incorporated. The constitution was proposed at the September meeting and would get voted on at the AGM in October.
	

	Noted
	(iii)
	A visitor asked about the number of new houses and their impact on GP services. The agreement for houses already planned were made 10 years ago, when there was no anticipation of cuts in funding for GPs. Developer contributions should not just be made towards education and roads, but health service provision should also be considered. Developers help with capital costs, but not salaries.
	

	Noted
	(iv)
	Sheriffhall roundabout – £millions were held in reserve for the upgrade at Sheriffhall, but if the money was not used within the next 9 months it would have to be returned to the Scottish Government. The delay was because the review had been pushed back.  
	

	Noted
	(v)
	Council tax – it pays for 20-22% of the services in Midlothian, with the remainder of funding from the government. Last year council tax brought in £68m but the budget for teachers alone was £80m.
	

	Noted
	(vi)
	Gorebridge Community Council leaflet – this was deemed too wordy and would require editing. Rather than distributing it locally, could an advert for BDCC be placed in the Esk Valley View, which was already distributed locally. DE suggested that Midlothian View could be asked to do a one-page article. LMacD commented it would be a big struggle to get 20,000 leaflets distributed and much preferred placing an article in an existing publication.
	

	
	
	
	

	ITEM
	9
	Planning
	

	Noted
	(i)
	DW reported there was nothing new in planning, apart from the usual extensions. There had been no feedback yet on our objection to the house and access route at Wadingburn.
	

	Noted
	(ii)
	We had not objected to the change of use from the old Spar in the centre of Bonnyrigg to a Domino’s Pizza place, as it would take up a vacant unit and help with local employment. It was recognised, however, that another takeaway outlet was not ideal. 
	

	Noted
	(iii)
	FW queried Gigi’s application for an extra 3 parking spaces, bringing the number requested up to 12. DE said this was a new planning permission request. The original request for 9 spaces had been refused, but then overturned by the Local Review Board. She further explained the land had been gifted to the community, the Council couldn’t sell it, merely lease it, but it shouldn’t be used by one local business.
	

	Noted
	(iv)
	LMacD asked had there been any follow from JA’s comments on our objections to planning applications not being strong enough or taken sufficiently seriously. He had received a few comments and emphasised that organised objections from certain groups can prevent progress. We should be requesting environmental impact assessments, impact on birds/animals, flood risk assessments, drainage issues and stressed the importance of local knowledge. Traffic and transport assessments could mitigate, delay or redesign planning applications. “We don’t like it” is not sufficient. There has to be a valid objection. Yet we have to be careful what we object to, as we could risk not getting developer contributions.
	

	
	
	
	

	ITEM 
	11
	Date of next meeting 
	
	
	Thursday 13 April at 7 pm in Lasswade Library.

	
	
	Thursday 9 October 2025 in Lasswade Library at 7 pm.
	
	
	



4

