POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14 DECEMBER 2011

Present: 
    K Fuller (Chair), M Fuller, A Munro, F Warner, J Weir, D West,

                            and S Waterston

In Attendance:     Cllrs B Constable and D Milligan                          

     PC Gillian Lumley, Lothian and Borders Police   

     Rick Finc, Rick Finc Associates, Planning & Development Consultants
     Kenneth Reid, Kenneth Reid Architects                  

                             Mr & Mrs Cunningham

                             Poltonhall residents

 Apologies:          J French 

1.
Chair’s Remarks

1.1
KF reported that the planning application for wind turbines at Rosewell had been withdrawn.  A local review body was being held on 21 December to consider the application for 2 flats at the end of De Quincy Road.

1.2
The bus routes on Polton Avenue Road and Polton Road West were subject to parking restrictions during the bad weather to allow the buses to operate.  The restrictions came into force on 1 December.

1.3
Work was in progress to install street lights between the Rugby Club and Dalhousie Chesters. 
2.
Minutes of Meeting of 9 November and Matters Arising

2.1
Item 7.1 – Christmas Lights.  KF, MF and FW attended the event to turn on the Christmas lights in Bonnyrigg.  

2.2       Item 7.4 – Remembrance Day Services.  FW had laid a wreath on behalf on PDCC in Lasswade.   KF and MF attended the service in Polton Village and also laid a wreath on behalf of PDCC.

2.3        The minutes were approved.  Proposed by JW and seconded by AM.
3.
Police report
3.1
Crime Statistics – November 2011   Bonnyrigg & Lasswade

Total Crimes Recorded: 53
 Total Crimes Solved: 28   52.83% solvency

                                This YTD 42.32%
  Last YTD 35.14 %

November break down as follows


Received

Solved
Violent Crime




      0
                       1

Sexual Crime




      0

      
      0


Crimes of Dishonesty

     
                  33


     17

Vandalism



      
      13


      4

Other Crime


   
       
      7


      6


3.2
There were 254 calls received to the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area for the month of November. 

3.3
Operation ‘Estival’ was E Division’s significant commitment to the National Anti Violence Campaign from 1st December 2011 until 31st January 2012. The aim of this initiative through a “zero tolerance” approach was to identify and target the most dangerous and serial perpetrators of domestic abuse. The focus was on the perpetrators of domestic abuse, thereby preventing cases of repeat offending and protecting vulnerable children whose lives are disadvantaged as a result of these abusive relationships.

3.4
The 2011 Festive Drink Drug Drive Campaign was launched on the 5th December.   Authorities have the power to seize vehicles under a warrant issued by the court for drivers who were caught driving under the influence of drink or drugs and was being further extended to include those found to be 3 times the drink drive limit or more and those who refuse to provide an evidential sample for analysis without a reasonable excuse including first time offenders.

Incidents of note in Bonnyrigg
3.5
Between the 2/11 and 4/11, following a report of a male trying car doors in Union Park, Bonnyrigg a 33yr old male was caught in Lasswade and during interview admitted and was charged with 10 offences including breaking into a garage, breaking into 8 cars and being in possession of a screwdriver.

3.6
As a result of 6 vehicles being damaged in and around Gordon Avenue during the month of November a plain-clothes initiative and extra resources were deployed at specific times identified by an analytical report into the problem. Officers who were continuing with a positive line of enquiry have obtained names of persons responsible.

3.7
About 19:00 hours on Friday 18/11/11 a 61yr old male was involved in an altercation within The Chase, Public House with 2 other males. A short time later, about 2030hrs he left this establishment and walked over in the direction of The Royal Oak where an unknown male aged 25-40, 5ftn 6”-5ft 8”, slim build, short dark brown hair and wearing a black jacket, blue jeans and trainers assaulted him. (He is believed to be one of the males involved in the earlier incident.) He suffered minor cuts and bruising. Police were looking to speak with anyone who might have witnessed either incident

3.8
On 28/11, 2 males were apprehended following a shoplifting incident reported by staff at Spar, Bonnyrigg. They stole several cans of beer by concealing them in a rucksack and on their person.  Officers attended and noted details after which, the 2 males returned to the locus, and attempted to steal foodstuffs.  Staff intervened and the police were called and both males were traced and found in possession of the stolen alcohol. During custodial proceedings 1 male was also found in possession of controlled drugs

3.9
Drinks seized from teenagers during the month included 1 Bottle of Vodka, 3 bottles of Vodka Mix and 10 Cans of beer.
3.10
Elves from Poltonhall Gala Committee would be helping Santa out as he rides on his sleigh through the streets of Bonnyrigg raising money for next year’s Gala day.  Community Police Officers on Quad bikes would be escorting Santa and his helpers from 1730hrs on the following dates:  Thursday 15, Thursday 22 and Friday 23rd December 2011.

3.11
If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above or indeed any other issue please contact your Community Officer or Bonnyrigg Police Station.

E-mail  EDivCBOPKGroup@lbp.pnn.police.uk .  Tel Bonnyrigg Police Station 0131 663 9221 or Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111

4.
Presentation on proposals for the former Staiside Inn 

4.1 
KW set out the background to the acquisition of the Staiside Inn.  In 2006 the previous owner had submitted an outline planning application to build flats on the site.  The current owner applied for permission to build 21 flats on the site.  The potential number of cars per flat together with those entering the new school campus would have had a greater impact on road usage than was currently the case.  PDCC had therefore objected on the grounds that 21 flats were not appropriate on the site.  It was noted that the current state of the Staiside Inn was not good and had already been illegally accessed on the first floor.
4.2        Rick Finc and Ken Reid gave a presentation to the PDDC and interested local residents on the latest proposals by Eastriggs Development to erect a number of retail units on the site.   RF and KR explained in detail the proposals and said they were fully justified in terms of all policies and regulations in relation to retail development.  In terms of market value it was considered a good opportunity for developers to take advantage.  It was felt that the new units would enhance the retail area, provide for the needs of the Poltonhall area with walk-in entrance as well as on-site parking. 
4.3
Following the presentation the meeting was opened up to the residents to voice their views on the proposals.  The owner of the newsagent and general store at Poltonhall commented that while his shop benefitted during the week from sales from the workers at the new school site the week-ends were a different story and sales were much quieter.  He also objected to the suggestion Poltonhall was a ‘tired’ shopping area and said he had spent £30k over the past 2 years upgrading his shop.  

4.4
Concern was expressed that the proposals would have an adverse effect on businesses in the area.  Residents also wanted to know whether there would be a 2 hour parking restriction introduced.  KF explained that was a matter for Midlothian Council and the Police.   He made it clear that the retail unit proposals had not yet been submitted for planning approval and such objections would be taken into account during the consultation process.
4.5
Comments were made that the proposed food retail unit would jeopardise the businesses of the other shops in the immediate area and it was suggested that consideration should be given to alternative retailers; however RF said that the site had to be commercially viable.

4.6
KF said it was important to ensure that any new retail did not put at risk existing businesses.  PDCC would ask for such assurances however it was not clear who would be responsible for the final decision on what the units would be.
4.7
JW pointed out that the proposed combined parking/loading area would be problematic.  There was also concern about possible ant-social behaviour in the public space around the development.   RF said that if security and policing was a major issue then that would be a major consideration in the planning proposals.
4.8
Concern was expressed about the siting of the loading area and how that would affect the buses on the route.  It was noted that Midlothian Council transport officials had been working with the developers on the proposals and that improvements were planned for the area.
4.9
Facilities for litter pick-up were also raised.  RF agreed it was reasonable point but said it was a matter for Environmental Health to specify what was required.
4.10  
DW expressed surprise that the proposals were entirely for retail purposes and suggested that they could possibly also incorporate housing.  There was also some doubt regarding take-up of the units.

4.11
RF explained that the immediate issue was to obtain planning consent.  It was possible that Class 2 or 3 usage could be granted for businesses such as dentists and opticians.  He said that a certain amount of market research had been undertaken by the broker who was responsible for marketing the units.  The local community would have an opportunity to comment on what they felt was required.
4.12
DW had serious concerns about the impact on the level of traffic on Rosewell Road.  He also pointed out that the proposals for metal shutters on the units could result in them be subjected to graffiti and vandalism.
4.13
KF suggested that when the planning application was submitted RF and KR moght attend a future PDCC meeting to which local residents would again be invited.  He advised the residents to take the opportunity to look at, and comment on, the planning application either on Midlothian Council’s website or in writing to the Council.  In the meantime he undertook to raise with Midlothian Council the current derelict state of the former Staiside Inn.                                                                                                                 Action:  Chair
5.
Finance Report

5.1 
Statement of accounts as at 14 December 2011:

            b/f 36.20                                              Bank:  266.36

Cash: 14.00

            Expenditure Bank:  
            Donation to Xmas Lights                                 200.00

            Income:  nil

           Account as at 14 December 2011       Bank:    66.36               Cash:  14.00
           Total Bank and Cash:                                        80.36
6.         Secretary’s Report

6.1     A letter had been received from Friends of Saltergate School (FOSS) seeking a donation to assist the charity to continue its work in 2012.   It was agreed a  letter be sent to FOSS advising that PDCC was unable to offer any financial assistance.       Action: FW
7.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

7.1
BC had attended Midlothian Festival of Music at the Usher Hall which had been well attended and had been a very good evening.

7.2
Roslin Glen Road was due to be re-opened early in the New Year. 
7.3       A site visit had been made to Millerhill regarding waste recycling.  Midlothian Council would be bringing forward food recycling in line with Edinburgh. 

7.4
The Cabinet had made a site visit to Mavisbank House.

7.5
DM had accompanied landscape officers on a walk-about and noted that dog fouling bags were left lying around.  He suggested there was a need for either more, or bigger, litter bins.

7.6
It was noted that the exit from the Staiside site would probably be traffic-light controlled.  
7.7
Representations had been made about the 31 and N31 buses to Cameron Crescent and DM had spoken to Lothian Buses about possibly enhancing the current services.  Lothian Buses had no plans to do so.  He also asked them to consider how all local areas might be served by buses to access the hub.

7.8
JW congratulated the Council on quickly gritting footpaths during the recent cold spell and asked if it would be possible to do the same on the old railway path and the Hopefield school site.  DM said it should done as it was now classed as safe way to school.  
 
7.9
In response to an issue raised by Mr & Mrs Cunningham, KF undertook to ask Midlothian Council whether an additional bin and salt/grit materials could be provided adjacent to their residence on Polton Road.                                                   Action:  Chair

7.10    KF also undertook to contact the Council about renewing road marking and white triangles on the speed bumps on Polton Road, and the triangles on Polton Avenue road, following road resurfacing  and follow up on the action being taken on the path resurfacing and lighting work between the Rugby club and Dalhousie Chesters.  The Council would also be asked to check the speed detectors on Rosewell Road and Polton Road West following reports of faulty operation.                                                                Action: Chair

7.11      Following public complaints of the state of the Staiside Inn site the Council would be asked if pressure could be put on the owner to tidy the site and bushes, and ensure the building was secure from intruders.                              Action: Chair 
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held at Poltonhall Sports Complex Pavilion on Wednesday 11 January at 7.30pm.

Fiona Warner 

22 December 2011
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